
improve th, performance by reduc­
ing Ule saIety facLor. It is indeedCLASS CO 5 5 d sirable that 'v r sailplane shall 
have been fully flight teste'd and have 
been grant d' a ~erti ficate of Ai r­
worUliness. How is this strencrth fac­OSSIB LIT 
tor	 to be check d? 

o tiv tudies "Limited CIa ," Sailplan 
for World Cham.pion hip 

Vlore serious study and interest is 
continually being seen in th direc­
tion oJ 'class competiLion' for lourna­
llwnt soaring. 

merican soaring 1eople hay \ er 
an c..xtended period of time givpn 
some thought to Lhe matter. In more 
recenL tim~s however. it ]-n1' b 'eJI 
debated rather hotly b)1 both the pro 
and (:on sides. 

SOAHING'S columni.l 1:.T ad· 
vanced something of a rather ('xlrem 
form of it in the Nov-Del: '55 issue. 
He evidently went to length in hi 
advocacy of the idea on the pro side 
in the hope that some of the Lhink· 
ers on the con side might be "ti rn:d 
Lo action. 

Forml:r Soaring Champion and 
World Distance Hecord holder, Dick 
Johnson. immediatelv arose to the 
occasion with his lI1;Jst effective ar­
gument. on the con side of the ques­
tion, per his article 'Why One-Class 

J Contests?' which we publis_hed in the 
Jan-Feb '56 issue. 

It is with eonsiderable interest, 
therefore, that we report a tc(:hnicaJ 
session to be devoted to this subject 
at the 6th Congress of the Organiza­
tion 'cientifiqu> et Technique In­
ternationale (lu Vol a Voile (OSTI ) 
to b(~ held July 6th thm 1~tb at SI. 
Yan, Francl, during the odd Glid­
ing Championships. 

OSTlV NE\VS, Volume I report.: 
'There has recentlv bel~n cOllsifler­

able interest ill the idea of a 'limited 
class' of sailplane for the World 
Championships. The Pl'l~sidl'nL of tbe 
V.A.I. Gliding Committee (CV ri) 
(Pi rat) Cehriger, has asked O~ TIV 
to consider the matter and lht're will 
be 11 sp!'cial meeting at Lht~ Sixth 
Congress. 

"The liiscussioll has alreadv bClTun 
in the following articles: . 
(i)	 B. Ci jan- ero Re,-ue Suisse 

;'io. 8' (1955) palTe 278. (trans­
lated into Polish in ; 'krzydzata 
Polska' and into Czech in '} rid­
za vlasti' I o. 3. 7111 Fehruan' 
1956, page 76). . . 

(ii)	 P. A. Wills- Limited Cla:<5 
for the World Championships­
.' ail plane and 'Iiding, (clob!'r 
1955. 
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(iii)	 R. Jollllson-One Ill'S Cham· 
pionship - oaring, Jan.-Feb. 
1956. 

(iv)	 W. Eichenlleru'cr-Les Cham­
piollnats ouemoncl tie voJ a 
voile. subirolJt·i1s un ('hang£>­
mf'ut de '!J'U tun'. ern Revw' 
Suisse 1, 1956. . 

(,.)	 AnOH - viaspoTt- F'bruary 
1956. 

"The id 'a is thaL, ill additioll to 
lhe 0Pl'll contest, there should be a 
conl!?st beh Ct'll pilots of sailplanes 
which are practicaJ aircraft. 'illexpl'n­
sive to bu and to operate, to use 
Pnilip Wills' phra e. 

"1n the 1Ja()('rs by Wills and in 
A \ .asporl prop sal were made lO 
limit certain factor. Will, proposed 
(i) rna.. \H'ight ]75 kl!, (li) max. 
trailer lerwth 7% TIl, (iii' rigging 
po ~iblt, hy four persolls in [·'fleell 
minute.-', (i,-) " -rial onslTuction pos­
sible in less than 1750 man hOll r~, 

(v) limited equipment. Ariasport 
proposed (i) aspl'cl ratio between 
13 and 15_ (ii) ,ing an'a !wtWl'en 
13 and 15 m' (i.e. span bel Wt' n 13 
and 15 m), (iii ultimate- fael r 9, 
j iv) limited equipment. 

"Lei us consider these ne y olle: 
(a) A Low weight mean~ ~nsy 

handling, I'<-\"Y and cheap launchinfL 
by , inch and aeroplan and I winl! 
b~' a small car when derigged. 

(b) Ease of rigginf{ and compact­
ness when derigged also make a 
uilplarw easy and cheap to operate. 

(.) The price of a sailpJan i:; 
determined larlTely by the timr taken 
10 construcl it on the producLion line. 
A limil Ilt're might re:trid lhe da~ 

to ~ailpJant~S alre~dy in quantity pro· 
duction. Ho\\ is the number of man­
hour: cl,limef! to be chet'kt'rl? 

(d) By limiting "pan and asp!"«'1 
ratio the cost i" kept down. Howcvl'r, 
unll'ss other eXl t'n~i n~ aerodynamic 
aids are bamwII (such as boundar" 
lar suction, flaps) the cost may 
not he redu ·I'd. no \\hy Jlla(~C a 
lower limit on .pan? Why ban a 12 
melr ~ glider? 

(e) trPn['th. Avia"]Jort cuggl'st a 
minimum strength of th wings. rt i· 
('e-rtainly de irable that noh d hall 

(f) The cost of equipment ean be 
very great. Radio, xygen and blind 
lIying inslrume.nt" are certainly ex­
pensive at prcsent. 

"There is 110 proposal to abolish 
Lhe open class in Lhe \\rorld Cham­
pionships-to dn so would hinder re­
search and development. What is 
suggt~sted is an additional, limiter! 
eluss which woulli makf' it easier for 
counLries which have no govl'rnnJenL 
"ubsidy or which are in financial dif­
fieultif's to compett," There apvears 
the possibiliLy Lhat a recommendation 
might ('orne from the 0 TfV Lo the 
GUding and Soaring Commillee of 
FAl, concerning the inclusion 01 a 
limiLed class in future \'\Torld's 
Champion 'hip contf~sb'. 

1t is known, of l'OlIl'St~, lhat llw 
various national soarino' (,ul11pelitioM, 
including our own in the . S .. are 
inclined ~to follow th . pallerns s~t hy 
the Wurld Championships. The fad 
lhat thi", question has already heell 
widdy discus'cd L,' soaring pilot~ 

in this conntry. and has had sume 
pu1>licity in th~~ page,; 01 this journal, 
would seem all fOI- the good. Vcry 
probably it will Ill: a qucstiun Lhat WI' 

will ha e to resolve sooner than we 
think. It is indicatptl lhat we are at 
lea t abreast of the modern thinking 
and ·hancyes as the\' volve in th~ 

o .'
world of soaring'. 

It will Iw hoped that it is under­
stood thal the Edilor of this journal 
take no po 'iLion one way or the 
other on this pnrLicular question. This 
puhlication will continue to welcome 
th.. submission of further material 
011 Lhis subject and wiII Ln~at it all 
with tricL impartiulit~·. 

(Continued from (>rel:iolls rlllge) 

il ('iHl b done, it can IlL' done. 
We in Dayton sincen·ly re('ol11111I·'nd 

to the clltire soaring fraternit· a full­
ime program uf education, puhliciL~-. 

promuLion and jllstrndion in the art. 
-port and science of 1l10torless flight. 
Wt~ all kllow that nothing succeeds 
lik· success, 50 let us all sLrive lor 
heller organ.ization at local, state, re­
!!ional and national levels. This can 
be achieved by proper organization, 
planning and a continuous effort to­
\ al'd high-level aLtainment of the 
O"oal as 'et forth in the Con~LiLuLion 
and By-Law' of tht: SoarilllY Societ~·. 
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