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t;dilOT;/ IlslTa]ian Gliding 

Wh n Ibe protot pe Kookaburra 
sailplane was test-flown in Adelaide in 
June last y ar, it marked a decisive 
step forward Loth for the Australian 
gliding movement and lur Ihe u" 
tralian firm of Edmund Schneider 
Ltd. 

Tlw Kookaburra answered the ur­
gent need in Australia for a training 
two-seater that would combi! e qual­
ity, performance and low east. For 
Edmund Schneid!'r Ltd. it marked the 
end of a period of e~tahlishlUent 

which began in Ansh'alia in 1950. 
Schneiclcrs had been buildin<T glid­

ers und sailplanes since 1928 in thei r 
factorY at Grunan, in Eastern Ger­
many: and had procltll;'d the runau 
Baby trainin« sailplane in which 
many thousands of pilots had their 
first taste of soaring. The Schneider 
factory built more than 1000 Gnlllau 
Babies and many thousand more 
were built all over'the world by otllPr 
manufaclurer~ and private b~lilder". 

When Russian forces moved into 
East Germany at the end of Ihe war, 
Schneider and his -family fled to Wei 
Germany. from there they mig-rat d 
to Australia in 1950 and planned to 
establish a glider factory in this COUll­
try. For a year they 'earched for a 
suitable site until eventually a small 
workshop was obtained ill delaide. 
South ustraJia. 

An order was obtained from John 
Wotherspoon, of the Ade1aide oaring 
Cluo, for an 18 metre span ersion of 
lhc standard Schneider ES-4,9 traiu­
ing two scaler. Thi. was called the 
£S-4,9B, aud was named angaroo. 
Later, a second Kangaroo was built 
for the Toowoomha Soaring Clul), in 
Queensland but the machine was 
priced beyond the pockf't.s of the us­
tralian clubs. 

Schneiders also built a modified 
version of tlIe Gnmau Babv 3. whi,h 
was called the Grullau Bahv' . and 
two o£ these were buill for A'uslralian 
clubs. These ord rs and a lillIe main. 
tenance and repair work for ~ outh 
u~traliau clubs kept the chneider 

fact.ory going for four year'. 
By this tiine however, a stud, had 

been made of the exact need of the 
Australian gliding mov 1I1"Ut. and 
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work was started on the design of a 
ma hine which would fulfill the .J1e­
cifi(: need I Australian dub _ With 
the current expansion o( tlIe move­
ment the main need was for a. II· 0­
seater train'1'. It was e' 'ential, how­
ever, that the mathiue' 11 pri cd \ lth­
in the reach of lh dub. Th(~ re.~ult 

'1'[ tlle E -52 K okaburHI. 
The flight test. during JUll , 1954, 

,;howed Ihat Lbe machjne had Ihe per­
formaucf' and handling q uali tie" 
lI"eded for a 'uccessful ITainer and 
tb . pricl', le_s than ·1,000 (2,800 dol­
lars) was only a lillie more than the 
·il1gle-..eaLer Grunau Baby. 

At the tim' of writing (early 'lay 
orders for 10 machine" have been 
received and n"" orders come in a;< 
fast as muchines are ddivered. four 

ookaburra' arp now Hying in Au '­
tralia and two more are nearly ready 
to 11y. A limit d workshop pace r '­
stricts production temporarily bnt. a 
new work 'hop is being built to help 
increa'e tbe rate of deliv!'ry. 

The de-'ign of the Kookaburra fol­
lows conventional lines with a wooden 
framework, plywood fLl ·daCTe and fab· 
ric coverecl wing~ and lail unit. In 
order to reduce Wcosts. hoth of mat·· 
rial and lahf)Ur, the Kookaburra wa;; 
planned wiLh Lh smallest practical 
wingspan, .9 Feet. Thi- cnabled l11e 
wing to b . built in onc piece. s a 
trainina air Ta(t is eldom dc-rigged 
and Lranspor ed from place to place 
the advantage of the on~-piec win/! 
far outweiah the disa Ivant<lgcs. 

One· ieee 'onstruction also per­
mitted a canLile er wing which was 
lighter than could b '. obLained with a 
tw or three piece win<T. In an effort 
La obtain the advantage. of hoth tan­
rI ,m and side-by-side seating the' 
Kookaburra has ~Iaggcred seats, with 
the right-hand seat ;<et . lightly behind 
Ihe lefl-hand olle. 

When used solo the ookaburra 
must be 1l0wn from the left (front) 
seat and a compartment in the nose 
has hecn provided for 22 lbs. of hul­
last for light pilot. The large one­
piece canop. j~ hinged on the righl­
hand side of the coekpiL and affords 
ca'y entry and (-'xiI. small landing 
wheel is spt in the bot 10m of the fuse­
lagr. 

poilers on the top wing ~udac(' 

can he filled but several machines 
have bl~en huilL wil'h din' brake' in­
slt'ad. Jn tllP. ~am(' way, the standard 
f'itting of sbouldn releas(~s can Iw 
chang-ed to releasp~ helow the fll~ela<Te 

if desired. 

Ithongh de::>ip:ned for training the 
performance of Llw Kookaburra is 
quitc impressi,-e. gliding angle of 
1 in 2] is obtained at 53 mile' an 
hoW' and the minimum sinking speed 
is 2.9 feet a second solo and 3.2 Ieet 
a second dual at 45 m.p.h. Stalling 
speed i about 32 miles per hour and 
the machine has heen di\'cd at 14,() 
m.p.h. during Lests with no ill dffc'ls. 

evercd Cro~" counLry flight,; of 40 to 
60 miles have already been carried 
out. in the machines now flying. 

ln the air llie Kookaburra is ex­
Lr .mely manoeunahk wiLh a rate of 
roll exceeding any other sailplane in 
Anstralia. Its nimhleness and small 
turning circle make it an excellent 
rnachin 1'01' small tlwrmals. It is 
"tres ed for the sem-acrobatic catc­
gory, b Ih solo and duaL For hot 

(Coflt;,we,z on Jlllge 22) 

The Schneider "Kookaburra" semi-tandem training sailplane which is now in much demand 
among Au.lrolion Gliding Clubs. 
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