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Iry" J'ETEH M_ HOWEllS 

Ih the middle J920',;, thl' "'lsic 
clHlfi<Yuration of the sailplane han he­
come pretty wdl standardized. Wood 
IVai: the universal medium of COIl­
struction, the wing \I-a sill'de· par 
with "D' leadillO" edge lo tak tor­
sion loads, a,!wr·t ratio ranged be­
tween 12 alld L8 and th' flIselae-e 
was eith r of wooden trus - type co~'­
erpcL with plywood or was of semi­
monrwoque type nsing plywood for 
tlw shell_ ­

The Gerlllan £spenlanb 5 can safely 
be called OIW of the first production 
sailplane,; in the world, not because 
it was buill in any appreciable quan­
tit,-_ but b('cause sc\(:ral were built 
th;;t did not cliffer {rom one anothl~r 
in more lhan minor dl>tail. \Vhik it 
look- crudp. hv modern standards, tlw 
bpenlauh po·~ses--l·a all the t'ssential 
features that ,,-ere to be standard on 
Ccrmall sailplan's for the year. 1927­
19:\7. 

Thp EspenlaulJ has antJthn clailll to 
falllC', however. In addition to being 
the first production sailplane, it was 
one of thl~ fin;t, if not the first, rocket­
powererl aircraft. A standard E-5. 
.. imilar to the one shown scallerinjr 
the shock-launch crew as it is 
launched down the slope of a sanel­
dune <It I{ossit:ten in 1925, was slight­
ly modified to take rocket power. A 
two-whed landing gear was add -'d to 
keep it le,-el on the ground, puwder 
rockets were lllounted on the centr'r 
~ection or tJ1C wing, and fireproofing 
material wa' addpd to the Cl'nter Sl'C­
tion and to the upper forward portion 
of Lhc' rudder to protec:t tlwm from 
heat:. Although of e:xtrrll1ely short 
duration, the rocket-powered f1ight~ 

were successful. Nearly \'entcen 
years were to clapsr:" hO\;'c"'er, hf'fore 
serious development got under wa,' 
ap;ain dming ~ -orld War n. 
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Iry LLOYD 1\1. LICHF:H 

As a "paid" columnist lor 'OAH­
INC mag, zine, it will be 111, pleasun' 
to pro"ide the readers with news 
items and observations from tlw 
Southland, as S uthern Califomia IS 

called. 
nill Ivans has been practicing al 

EJ -iuore in hi 1-23E to prime him­
self for duly in Franc" on tbl' U. S. 
team. A go~l and rctnrn to £1 Mirage
,,-,1:' completed-till' hard wa -via 
tht> Banning Pass. 

OllleOIW else who is warming up 
for competition is Craha.m Thomson. 
He recently completed a diamond 
g )al Hight from £1 Min!" t Dry 
Lake, [evada, in the RJ·5. Being a 
new Fathn \\'ill not kc:ep Graham 
from vying seriously for the ation­
[II.- crown at Grand Prai rie. 

Contributing to th· array of Ilew 
ship,- \ hich a~e expected ai the a­
tional will be three each of the 
Bril,~leb 13G-12 and Hall Cherokee 
IL l10th ships are in production in 
lhe Los Angc'!es area. The prototype 
BG-12 ha - been 'uccessfulh- test 
lIown ancl is lauded by the' many 
pilot· who hal' lried it. The Chero­
kee 1] is >;cheduled to lIy by the el d 
of June_ Frank crns of Glide Aero 
i~ producing th .hcrokee. He and 
L Ie Ma..xey will Iw flying th' Jenny 
:\fae at Grand Prairip. 

A re :ent big cnt wa' a ride ses­
'iion at the Elsinore gliderporl. The 
SOLlthern California oaring Associa­
tion, Inc. sponsored tlH: affair for 
people \ ho had cxpressed interc'_ t at 
a previous hobby show display. Over 
SO airplane to\\' Tide:; weI" given on 
the wCl'kend. Heward for participat· 
ing pilots and ground crews was in 
the form o[ a dinncr-dallcl~ at the 
Elsinore Hutl>] that Saturday e,-eniug. 

. "'xt on the social aO-c'IHla is a 
hangar dance-dedication at E:I Mirage 
on the weekend followin!! Julv 'Ith. 
The long awaitl'd erect-i~1I or Gus' 
larg' hangar is scheduled for comple­
lion by then and it \I-ill prO\'ide sorely 
ne ded site :;toraue ::;pace. A mass 
soaring fTight to Apple Valley ir· 
porl,ome 24 mik- distant, for clin­
ncr at th· famed inn there is planned 
ror thal Snnnav. 

A righteous desi n' to -obtain kgs 
for ,-arious C badges is prevaleut 
amongsl the pilots this season. Posi­
tive-thinking Bill Hoyce is setting the 
pace in this "year of action" by ob­
taining his Commercial glider rating. 
Silver C di~tance and Cold C altitude. 
the latter two in the BG-12. Oh. Yr'S. 

lu~ got married, too. Herman Siigl­
mcier has his oxygen-equipped p·n 
based at Bishop for the use of friends. 
So far Graham Thomson, Harold 
Hutchinson and Lynn Chrislensen 
have made diamond C altitude legs 
in the wave there.VIallY nIore leg~ 

an, Dound to bc: earned during prac­
tice for, [Ind participation in, the J\a­
tionals. 

Two new c1ub~ have begun opera· 
tion at the Elsinore gliderport. One is 
the Aeronauts Souring Cluh with a 
TG<3 which has been in the shop for 
covering too long to mention. Mem­
bers are mostlv from the Downev 
plant of 1 orth - merican A,·iatim;. 
The other is the Elsinon~ Valley 
Souring Club, Jnc. Th.is is a club wilh 
man, revitalized soaring people on 
the membership roster. They havp a 
beautifully n:finishecl p-n. to H '. 

The I temperer family IIOW' owns 
the L-K which broke a wing on a car 
at Torre, Pines in February. Herman 
Stiglmeier ha.. been repairing the 
damage and expects to test liy it bv 
July. '1'lw Klemperers will soar again, 
althou<Yh prohahly not in Texas this 
ycar. 

TRIANGLE FLIGHT 
(Col1til1ned franz. page 1:2) 

t'rn aud land in front of the hangn 
at 7 :43 PJvI., 7 hours and 4~) min­
utes and 222 miles after starting out. 

The. l1ight is certainly one of tl1l' 
most interesting [hm' ("vel' made. 
The e-round speed - c:;tablished were 
far from good owing to se,'Pre head­
winds of the lon~ legs. The triangle 
includes some of America's mo t fa­
nrous soaring sites, and certainly was 
a challenge to try. The Banning Pass 
is always a formidable obstacle, and 
t1w final 10 miles into Elsinore never 
(weI' a thousand feet, all added lip In 
a truly l11l'morablr' r~xjJerience. 

SOARING 




