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FATAL 
ACCIDENT 

IN TEXAS 
I{ather wide publicity has been 

!':ivl'n to a most uufortunatt~ and reo 
~retlahle a(Tid 'nt which OCCUlT d at 
Eagle l!ounUlin Airport, uorth of 
, ort Worth. Texas. on Juue 16th. 

i\Ir. Charles HiJJbm:n of Fort: Worth 
lo~t hi~ life in connectjon with hi, 
t~xper.imentati.on , ith an anial d('viel' 
that ha~ been publicized as a "~didt'l' 
accident." 

lVLL Hillburn. azed 24. lIas a well­
knol n t;erial t:xhibitionist and had 
('Iwag'd for a number of year~ in 
"xhil~ili()n parachutjng" wing 'walking, 
de. Ht' had rcccnt!} con~tructed 
sonwthilW in thc naturt' oj au "air 
,11'd." a '(levi"e as we nnder,tand it. 
to be eApcndt'd iu cach flight. Th 
plan lI'a~ 10 milllt'UV"r in lurn, and 
spirals dOllnward to an altitude 
Ilhere the jump"r would relea~e him· 
~elf frolll tl1l' device, parachuting 
hims·,lf lo earth-anntllt'r I'ersion of 
a "bal·man" act. 

Phil Easle\". IIho fkw the tOil. and 
olhers of tlu:Texa Soaring A~~ocia· 
tinn group 11110 wilnes 'ed the fatal in· 
cident. had understood thc ·forcgoing 
described plan of the fI ight operation 
lias to 111' followed. It appears, how· 
eveL lhat either something unfOl·"· 
s(>en happelled or that i\fT. Hillburn 
became suH:icientiv satisf1ed with th' 
m~nu'lIIt'l"ability 0'[ the device l'hat he 
conelnd"d a sal'" landing conld be 
accomplished. ~ 

The tow had. carried to 5,500 fed 
abov" th" iiehl withoul' incident. After 
release Hillblll"n was seen to mao 
n"uver quite wcl! but at high speed 
aud [a,t sink. ft('T it became appal'· 
l~nt lhat a landin!!: was to bE~ attempt· 
t'cl, observers th~;ught it might ha\'!' 
been accomplished except [or a lry at 
a full turn at low altitude. 

.Mr. Hillbnrn was not a memher of 
the Tesas Soaring As ociatiol] or the' 
Soarin!r Soeietv of America. He was 
t'xtrem~lv well'liked hy all who knew 
him and' we report lh(s in(;id(~nt wi th 
['egret and dpep sympathY with his 
family and fri(:nds. 

NOTICE! 
Ef-Iective lmmediately, all FAI 

Award applications should be sent 
to Ben Shupaek, 141 Ctterby Road, 
Malverne, lew York. 
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Spiraling

with E. J. 

ONTE T DAY' AHE HERE AGAJ 
With the summer comes, arino's season of c'olltests. This year ao-ain 

IS the tln](~ for anothcr of our r T monitored '\Vorld elidiug Champion, 
,;hips which are held each two years. This world event wjll be flown [[Om 
,'l. Y<Ul.. in Franc(O, under the organization of the French Aero Club. The 
"Teat U. S. [ alional "oaring: Championships in Texas under the' TSA 
organjzational direction comes hard on the heels 01 thc'\Vorld's. 

These lWo, probably the large,;L along with olher laliollal and nt~· 

gional tournaments corne at last to h' aviation's only n~maining sporting 
I'" cnts really worth of the name. Thes e,'enls in ll1otorless Hio'ht carried 
on a, lhey' are strictly for their sporli"e valu'", truly occupy the world 
aviation spotlierht for the moment at least. AiJ'llwn ant'! aviation enthusi· 
a,ts c\·t,rywhere are thr i"Il 1>(1 once again al' this (.lne rl'lllaillirl" aviation 
sports evenL 

nd 0 lIt' of the soaring mOlt'I1U;nt in this counlry might consider 
for lltl tinIt-'. tlte true valuc of conl.l·'sls as ,uch. e mizht count thl' costs 
of time, mOIHT and matt'rial that go inlo the makin o' of' a major lourney. 
'\V, mut Ill: "oILcious of th fact that th·se absorb much of our re.source!> 
a well as din'fling our lime and allellliou away from other things­
olhp[ th.ings concerned with the promolion aun enjoyment of motorless 
flving. 1;; it worth it? 

Ther' an' (!r!,:!llI]('nls al'.aimt th(~~e tournanwnl eHorls. Il has been 
said, aud hy quite ~sineerc pe~pl ", that too much o£ our substance is tUl"ll,d 
in this dirt;t'llon; lhat all of Ihis energy and rnatprial could be put to 
mol' usdul purpose': that ani nternat ional rnPI>ting detracts from and ac· 
tually hin(!t-rs tJll~ progress of our mn'I'mcut at home. And by the ,arne 
reasoning. o,'er emphasis is !Lil'en OIll" li. ~' .. ationa] to tlw dptriment of 
impo.rtm;'t: state and regioual". Aud many other good and substautial 
reasous iu opposing Lh(-"I'~ major contest efforts (lrt~ of-Iered. 

Nothing point,; up the whole soaring spectnll.l1, as do,~ thesc' big well· 
directed lests o[ Ill(>n and machines in a major ~oaring rodee. Vlhether 
you like il or noL 111(' ket'lwsl of our pilots and new pcoplt:, observers et 
aI, Ii,> actually from one pont(~.. t to tlw other. J"lo,t gf'ncrally it is with 
t1w idea of putlin" a better ship in a contest, that has I'ncourager! our 
builders and designers on to better ·quiplllent. \Vel'e rigbt today in 
this country sonp I' tIll' bu;t t,norts in th' '>ntil'f' hjstory of soarin rr bv 
tho~c who would 'hdkr the IHI:' 'r!' of high. performance sililplal1es. 

Ask the lllall \dlO is building one, what his ambition is for this nell' 
'child. rnvariably his answer will bl~to ,ee her go big in the National. 

1d take our desi ~lleTS oE thc past and ask th'lll of tht; urere thatz:oadccl 
them OIL 1 clart' 'say th answer will be the ame. Or. go of a Sundar 
to l·he banI. and garages where soaring men arc WOllt to labor long- and 
painfully oler a hunk of Ilar..-urplus or outdated flyjng Illaehinc-\ in order 
Lhat sIll' rnav look anrl at'[ lik(' a lady, Query one of thr",e 'metal 
maulers' or 'wood hut..Jlt'r' a~ to thc why of their dfort:; to make thi.,o 
'sow's car into a ,ilk purse.' TIlt' an"wer will he the "amp. 

Soaring is a jewel with man' lacets, justil1cation for all of tlwm. 
NOlle mort~ important hOllt'VeL in my opinion, lhan it purely ~porti\'e 

phraH>. Take jt ,may and .'ou will dim its luster. 
Sure and major tournaments are hard work, -for the c mtestnnl's. the 

oreranizers and operators. They consum' considerablt> amounts of our 
time, money and efforts. But they are, I think, here to stay. And 
what's more and rna be most important they're fun,-EJ. 

SOARING 




