
for lherJllul D.divily'( Day ilrtn Ill!) 
Ihal is? W IJ I hal' to :::ay Ihi;::, hUl;HITTING THE JACKPOT THI L' IT! '\>'n- nol Y<l('kinp; 
abonl li"I" 011' sluff like, Ihl"Y fl·d II'; 

~nmp\,JIPff" r1n\\-n ill tlw So'lIlh-Cell­AT MINDEN Iral pari lIf ria' I . S. during IIII' -~() 

Elir ko! Eurka 1 l 1/ you, we've 
found ill An I , ots thal you might 
ask. \ ell wol we've found is j u~l 

aboul thp be l po -ofT for hardbiUen. 
harih orking. m:i tn-alNI. mi undrl'­
stood. maladjust d. glidl'r-guicler yet. 
\Ve've founrl a soaring silt' ah, IUl I)' 
-ye;:, Tsaid absolutl,ly (and rm well 
aware as I say the . profound words 
lhat certain Ea..lrrn rs ,,-ill mutl.'r 
'omelhing al oUl "Iho'p bragging al­
ifornian. ") buI n{'verlh le~s J r ilt'r~ 

ale; wp've fCllll1d Ihe J esl gal-durn 
,'oaring silr in Ihese hert' lInited 

lale·. Period. WI'/I now I've made 
th\~ I'laim Illld JUSl an one i. welcome 
to e mr- out ann try 10 di prove it. 

Wr dif! lill'l"ally and figuratin~l)' 
(and aClually too!) hit tbt' jackpot 
at :M-inclen, \enllia n'l'!']lll)'. 11 nil 
;:Inned r,'end years a/!;o when reporl;: 
from all sort" of sourcc', b'gan drift­
ing in ahout the h'emendous .oaring 
pOlential Ileal' Rl'no, Finally, early 
Ihis summer Dill' very al'livr ani! up­
and-coming Sa ramenlo Soaring Club 
look Ihe inilintivt (1 \\Oll't say "hull 
I" lhe 11I)rl1s." for fenr of certain un­
n~ed_ 'yuleal, mOT m nliol1ed En,­
.erners might miston.true my intpnl) 
ilnd wenl lip \Tr the icrras to (,IIl'I·k 
into th, mallrf, 

To . a) thaI Lhey WI" impressed is 
to put it onl) lightl (or adllall} 
thrir oc"l mo,-e wa to fly their 10\\­

plane to th Mindell irp 1'1 in anlic·i­
pation, Tht·y were kind enough I ill­
forn (Hlr an Fral1ci (' Ray group of 
their di cover. and 11'\' all join d in 
for a Tenl fr (>-for-all of treml'ndou. 
soaring. I '0' Ul~ a'ramenl Ilnnj! 
really has 110 qriving lIred for a 11 -1\ 

site a th ir home 10 'alion is in it­
-elf worlhy ((' n. idl'ratiol1 For a 

alional ontest. Flight~ wrrt' madp 
tit of their in' In Airport home 

ba e Illis last ~'f1ring of 209 all l 1. 5 
miles on a ral her medionl' Jay. So 
\ hen Ihey jumpe I to Millflen you (;an 
het umpin \ n- cooking! Wrll. hI rr'~ 

what "IV iound, 
l\'lindel1 irport 10 heuin with j" 

011 Ihe easlern i le of Ih ir-rra ram· 
part just ea ! oI beautiful Lakr Tahoe. 
Rnd alma l in. the c nler of lhe Car­
5011 all '. The airport i. 001' f l]l 
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(·'(-Army fi 1(1 having hroad paved 
runways millling praetically e\'t'ry di­
recli n. the long I hcin(-\" about 7800 
fl. Onp faidy larue bal1g I' i . On lhe oil 
and the field is cared for and guurdt'r1 
hy Harry lkillson and his wife :lIld 
[amil". who eoultln'l hale b .'n marl' 
11O)1il.ahl' 10 our ..!!lirl r L<TallO"e if thPY . 
tried. 1 -ai I hel r '-Lake Tahoe 
with all its h'auty. it: IV ItllJl'rful 
boalin , Ii hillg. ~wjmmillg. elc.. i;; 
ull (a llRlf-bour'~ r1rj\"f' to the Wesl. 
Iteno is about [ort--fiv~ mUlute::,' dri\' 
10 the North and liuk Ileed he 'aid of 
its many and vadl d alu'adiolls. I [ 

M·I,;. You kllOIl lhal slulI of "Creal 
day ff·J1 ws, ,,"pro- 'illk all ov r." neck 
liD, these lhprmals rtln up lo 20 0 11. 
I' r minule. Yep, you heard Ibal right 
-2(0) [N a minull' gain,!! VP. 
Cloud bu'? 'ltall nround 2lJ.(Jll. 

fl. ,'.L.! !. This is IIQ plal'e for 
rallk bpginller • nor L.~ it allY plar'e to 
f II aronl1u with poor l'qllipm,·nl. BUI 
it i a. I 01 wherr Gold C altilude 
I 'as can bp plucked fl' m Ihe vin 
ro I' I) hy (' ming pn.>pan' I. Oxy"'cn 
s'stem' in good \lorkiJlg ordc'r arc 
highly r t' mml'l1ded. Iso makt> slIn' 
'QUI' hal'Ograph i' tum d 011 ancl yOll 

might even wind Ih!' gadg-pt aL lilll"', 
T !l-ivt' an idea of aclual "oudi­

Lion.: IL ~ first II' eb'nd lh \\ 'ath'r 
\la only a lillie ncouraging, )'t'!. 

Lrs mold in hi T ·3 "R('dwin~( 
lIenl lip tQ lu_500 fl. A.S.L. lim]"!" 

Vic Swierkowskrs 

LK beside 'he first­

class han gar ", 
Minden. 

anyollr la 'k- informalioll Oil Ihjs town 
merely \I rill' lhe HellO Chamh r I 
: mo~ ret: I' Rarrolo' .Iub and rm 

. ure th y'll IJ· glad to ~('nd y II all 
irlf rmali n \ ord or Iwo. 

To Iht, . Duth f .Miutl II al out fort' 
minute!; drive Ii. F lilh, Hop. an (1 

haril) \ulll'Y' ill a lypicul Hil!h-. ipr· 
ra . elLing with Ihe a('('ompanying al­
Ira 'Iion - of aood I'limping. hiking. 
Irout Ishul,g. et a!. won l peak 
of whal lies to III Ea.l of ~linden. 1n 
olher IV rcls lwre is a 'tl: Ihat hu. 
really got il. A . pol wh're Q gJidrr­
weary wife ('an hort' to njl>)' henwlf 
Ior a 'hang' "Ililt: her poor mis<ruid­
d hu;;band i~ kilO -king him:elI olll 

with '0111C of Ihe mosl leI'l'ifil' thrr­
mal he Iia (' PI' 'haken tl ['onlrol 
Slick lit. Oh )'f'S. Ihp, aring-

Well f 11011'", it's like lhi;;-ho\'(' 
) 011 \'\- I' r unci a pllir' wh rc yOll 
can absolulely po;;ilivPly I'ount all 

clouds ahout 10 mile:; Ea'l of lJll' 
(I,ltl. cr 'sed over Ihe Car'on VaL­
I,~y 011 a Wl'sleI'Jy heading, ero'.wl 
uver Ih • irn" allel out 0 r Lak 
Tahoe 10 our IIller nmaz men! , hen 
h r oUllled the /light aher landing. 

'olrple of wrrkend Iter, Lahor 
I ay I ekencl in fact Iw flight 
weI' made Itl altitudes of J9,700 
It. ..L. illVolvin rr aJtitucle gain. J 
appr imately 11.,000 fl. nother 
flight. or over five 1lom's ill a P-R by 
Glenl1 Rogt>rs of alTamenlo invohwl 
a climb Lo 18000 II. ,. '.L. o.fll'!" 
\ hich ;Ieno deeid rI it. mia-ht bl' 
gootl enough ( r his Cold C alliludp 
leg, 0 not ha ing Ius baron-raph lurn· 
I'd all lie praclil'ally forced hi "ay 
~own 10 \ iLhin 2000 It. of tIl(' 
around. IUH1N! lhe harograph lo ()\ 
U-IIJ rrtufI1 d to 18.~OO ft for almo~1 

L2.000 gain. In 'idenlu.lI), he did nol 
ha'" o. gen along on Ihi trip and il 

SOARING 




