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PERSONALITY SPOTLIGHT 

THE BOB SMITH 
STORY 

1., Tofd fa R,\LPl:I . B\H\\R) 

AmOllcr the highlights oI LIlt' 221ld 
\ationul ~oarin~ onl "I IUsl um­
m r \\as lh.. cloSt,,, (' nll':l('d ral'l' 
and pholo-finish fo~ fir~1 place. be­
Iwel1 a \" I ran :<OUTer and n OlD­
paraliy new 'omer 10 Ihe field, Wbi!l' 
Bob milh didn'l quile make it, he 
(. rtai nl}" JIll h d Kemp 'trag r I lh ~ 
limit ill ord T for Ih· Inll"r 10 hold 
Ihr lead in Ihe Champion hip race. 
a final lpad f Illy two points in 0\ ('I' 

one Ihou alld! ThL is Ihe 01'1 f 
Ihing whir-h hap!,rn- quill' fr quenlly. 
not uly in . aring lUI iu all (' mpf't­
iliye sporl;;. and it i" inlerf'51ing to 
'1'1' where Uw-e n,'\\ ",Iar' com f1"Om 
and h \\ Ihe !! I slart d. 

Bob mith', ~or)' is an interesting 
ont'o Born in 1926 Oil a farm al 
IJlslel', P, .. a . hOTI • unnay picni" 
drive from F.lmira, into fl family in­
IeI' st I itl 11 iUlion, hL b('~an atll'nel­
ing /!Iiding t'onll'~I~ al Harri' Hill 
wlH'n he \\as 10 \'pars old. 1 01 olliv 
did Ih,' ,-milh", g~ I Elmira 10 , ~ 
gJidin~, hilI I-lidin lF al 0 came 10 
l'h r 10 Sf' tlw, milh . Bac'k 011 

J dr -Ih. 1 -1-0, I d Fi.c'b'r land!'tl 
his' WOLF' sailplane on IIIf' 'mith 
farm alld enjoyed a )lood oil11wr ,I'; 

II.t ir guest. Laler lilt' "am do) D II 

La\\ r<'IIl't' also ·'tll' pIJed in:' nob 
reporl Ihalth,' ."milh kilb. illl'ludin~ 
him f'If, ditl more numuge tn L1Jl' oat~ 
Ihan DOIl's .,.Iider. Don huughl 10,00 
worth, and Ihe kid- aught h , , . ~ 

Frum L1li,: 'Oil might xp cL Ihal 
Bob, billen by the !rlider hug. had 
t1a"ht'd orr to Elmira I Lake Ii f!liding 
C' ur:r fr m lhl~ ('lIw('uer~. but lIOt 
so. He wpnl at il tho bard \IU\. In 
Jut) 1 II, he lorII'd night lra'inillg 
at thl' Blue wan irporl, Su rp, Pa" 
in J-3 ubs, He'a rid,~ the 25 miles 
round trip -'unday' 011 hL bicycJc. 
for un hour';,; instl'LlcLion. soloing on 
, c·plemJwr 3, 194 I. Bob's father had 
"I d in ugml of 11ll' anll' . 'ar_ 
and logt'thl'r Ihe. purcha eo a I-I 

II), Coup', lalcr Ihat Jull. 

'orld War II "ort of inl 'rrur led 
hi - aviation activities. but up n hi. 
rf'tum from over.en in 1916, Boh 
pnr 'ha" d a 1939 ronea "Chief' 
and slart·d fiying again, II n ling 
lhe 19-16 ~alionlil oarin" ontest 
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ul Elmira ami iml're.:,;ed by the "'p )rl 
and Ih, friC'lldlint's: of IIIl' people a 
fpllow h\ Ihe nun". of Bill \ l'r all' 
hl'lpecl him Ii::>.. his camera ne da), 
"hen it jarnm dl Bob join d Ihe 

ann IIPcam a n'ad r of R­
N. 

Hi Iir,,1 ,,-lider I)iahl 1'<101' ill thl' 
fetll of 1 18. a 10·miullt flighl in u 
• ('h" eizer 2-22 wilh BerniI' Can'i., 
al F,lmira. Bl'rni(' al" . llad bern ,; 
glider \ i"ilor 10 [1. 11'1' t arlit'l" ll11l1 
"amI" veal'. 

III 0'1' Ipl" 10 Ill' 'Jualifil'd I repllir 
a -mall hole in Ihe f,u'!ncr(' f Iht' 

n'u h' I fh. Thl' u!!h Ja'k ilkilb 
and' ,J, ."~ith (n 'relution). "hom 
h' mel al an' C m 'clillg in EI­
mir , 13 b btain d a job and ~tarl d 
w rking al Ibe chweizer ir -Tafl 
plant in October 1951. , 

Hob': fir'l s 10 glidl r !light \a 
m Ide in a Schweizer 1-19, I ,] n iJl~ 

o ,.T., milh and .lac'k ilkin , 
fJ'OI11 H rri::i Ilill 011 F brllury 
1952. '10 us> his OWII words,' . J. 

milh put me ill t1pir 1·19. "told ml' 
ho\\ til Uy il in 10\\ and wilh a 

11('('1" ' OU w n't hU\f' any tmublt>." 
1f v u 1ft. I to low, land d . \\ n at lhl' 
fo'L f tht' hill a,;d \1("11 brin!!" the 
l!lider bflC'k 011 L1w Irailer. A\;a)' 
wenl. fter rdt~a",' I g- l bel w Ihe 
bro" of lht, hill aud ",a$ h 'adin" f I' 

it field at Iht! fool wlll'n IbuL fasc-inal. 
ing Jillll' l!re u pt'll t began l pop! 
Tht' rida("I)oILhiug \II III 011 for 2% 
hour", once us high a 1200 Ieet. ~e\­
eral lime,; helo\\ lhl' t P of Ih, hill. 
The wind llnall quil "hil' 1 w:' 
bel w the bro\\ and 1 Jandc'd in a ha\' 
field Ill'ar HouII' 17 E. Thi.. \'Il. pl'oh-

Bob Smith beaming 

from the cockpfi of 

hi, very "clean" 

fla/·top lK which 

won him second 

place in tl,,, 22nd 

Notional Conte,/ at 

Elmira. 

At'Tonl'a "Chi r." H .. :~., 0 joh, II n­
Tolled m Ihl' Embry Kiddie ~chool of 

vialioll Jor th i I: E 'Ie hallic'­
('oursc', and iL \l'a IIl'c'ps;.an 10 st'll 
Ihe" hid" 10 kl'I'P Roh und' his" if 
1!0iJl!! 3m-I I gt'l Ih 111 In Florida f l' 

Ihe ('our",'. :'.ot only did h> t'omplf'te 
Ihe, &: E ,'out~e, bUI al'o a C-OOlOlf'f' 

C'ial pilols' C'Our~e. I ('t i\ ing hi~ om­
merciallickct in Au"uS11919 and his 

E curd in 'luI' 'h 195 , 
While in Miami Ih· mith' \ isil cl 

the :Ol1lpLons _l'vf'ral Limes. _ Bob 
pUis il "We·' \ re g t1ing man: and 
more impre. ;;ed \\ ith Lllt' gliclf'r Ill' ­
pie wilh eaeh III w friend we madc'. 
They all s em d ~ fril'ndlr," It Bp· 
pears 10 hav been Ihe gIidjn~ p pIe 
II hich altraded him more than the 
;.portil.df~ 

Finally in :\ovembe 1950. B h
 
I urcha::i~n un L,/( Ir m Pal }Ic·H my
 

[ a 'fl'. Pa. He \Iorked fI and n.
 
on it for I\\'o year... before il wa:
 

klbl)" IU) )!realf'~t !l) iug- Ihrill f r in 
mr fil'~l ~()Io Hirrhl ill a llii (PI' J had 
I!llilwcl 111\ "COO with a 21h hour 
fIifthl, 

Puul 'c!1\\piZI'I poiuted ul Ih' 
dangc·r f su 'h oyer 'nlhu. iusm whell 
I took the appliralioll in lil' 11 \.1 
day, \o\\' thai l1l'arl four yeaL have 
pBsse I _inl' thaI da , I \ i,,, it in 
Ihe lianw light! II ,mel)' \Ia a [0 1­
i-h stUi'll, and onl), my :350 hours of 
lighl plun lime. and Illy reuding of 
'0 I T\G lill lhe r pips Wl'rro worll 

thin, kept me out of lrouble!' 
Bob :rol hi· L-K Iic'cJLsed. and aIt!'r 

sl'\'erul local Highl>: ill Mar 'h nd 
April f 1952, h· "'tarled l'l"OS"COUII­

try from Harr' Hill n 'Tav lRlh, 
H~ had picked cl'anlon a, hig <Yoal. 
hut hen h> had mane i ea-i!\' and 
hit a 1h rmal taking him 10 5000 Ie t 
oyer ,nanIon. b decid d to con· 
linu on d wn the ri 1'. rive hour­
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