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It may (;0111(; a~ Ii ~nrprisc to some 
readers of "Soarin!!" to h<=ar lhat th 
Boyal Air For '(' eliding aml'oarill!! 
Association o\\'es something qf iLs 
oriains to Ihe Soaring . ~~i I)' ofc • 
America: hUI mosl n>aders will be 
\I'ell a\\'a;'e that the link i~ maintaillPd 
in the person of the pre~enl E.ditor of 
"Soaring," Life and Foundel' mf'm· 
her of our Association. and British 
National Soaring Champion in 1951. 

The Association was [Ollncl(>d in 
London in the Wintl,'r of 19,,],9 hv a 
small team of ('nthusiasts. who 'I :. 
lievecl Ihat Gliding and Soaring is a 
natural field sport for aviators and 
that it could fulfill the "ame function 
in an air·minllt'd nalion as sailinl! 
small boats has hitherto fulfilled ill 
those with a maritim(> tradition. The 
writ('\" arrived at this conclusion verI' 
largely during a year's residence i;l 
the United States. cuJminatirll': ill a 
most enjoyable visit to tht' 1949 ·oar· 
ing lVleding at Elmira. The hospital. 
ity and friendliness of ~ A member" 
whom hI' and his wife md then' is 
somdhing that will IH'ver be forgot. 
ten. And the enthusiasm which thi~ 

visit stimulal('d had a direct bearing 
on the writE'r's determination to help 
form th(~ Hoyal Air Force Gliding 
and Soarin£ ssociation. 

Our A~s~eialion lw"an ill a ven' 
~mall way with onl: "Iider. a lin"sh~'

" tJ - ~. 

"Prefeel," loeated al Ddling in ·harpy 
of Jock Forbf's. \Vl> had abont fifteel! 
members. And a second aircraft which 
we bought in 1950 was de~Lroyed in 
an aecidenL. Thin£~ did not lher 'for(~ 

start too W('\I, anci W(c were very early 
eonfrontt>d with t\\O problelll~ whi 'h 
I believ(' an' fUllllamental to all glid· 
ing ('Iuhs, Thev are: 

First, Glid(ng I;:quipment is e,\.· 

pen~ive, and Ilf'althy growth is only 
possibhc if f'nough people take pa rt to 
('nsure I COllOmie ulilization of fI" 

souree:;. This is only another way of 
saying what Air Lines know onl, too 
well. nauwly that an airnaft on tIll' 
l!TOUllll is lost dollars. 
, S/'cundly, that time on Ih> ground 
('au only he reduced if thenc is a good 
soariug loeation availahle, and a good 
orguni:wtion to operate iL. 
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The rl'sull of lhis LhiukinK has been 
that lbl' HAFG' has c ncen ratf'd 
all its efT rL sin('(' ]950 on the erca· 
lion of "Gliding Centrc,;" located at 
variou' airfields, 'u ch sen as to be 
aceessihk Lo th greule:-I possihh' 
number of elllhusiast~. At the pre~enL 

tim(·, we haYI t'ight ~ueh Clubs in 
the rllited Kingdom and OIW in Cv, 
prus. Our aim,'- II hi ...h 'is about hE;1f 
lIay to achievement. is to provi(k 
(,'aeh Club wilh two two·spaln Lrain· 
ers, in which dual instruction can I,e 
give'n, ont' intt'rrnediale ~oarini! air· 
(Taft (Jl"lInau tYlwl and one> sail­
plane of good performance and rug· 
ged con~tl"llC'tion. sueh as the 01. m· 
pia huill h' _ih'ssr~. Elliolt f N,>w· 
bury. In addition, we aim to provide' 
a II inch. and a relrieving \' 'hicle. 

1 at man)', all Ihi: co to money, and 
\~ e 'XpCI't a Club to he able to find 
half the Ilrst eost of all iti' equip­
menl, and to pay Ihc fnll cost of all 
~uh~equent maintenan T and replace. 
ment. ThE' sso('iation find,:; the n'· 
muinder and, in addilion. puys each 
Clul a small annnal suhsidy with th,.' 
object of ('\labling C1nbs t(; keep n~,· 
ing costs to a minimum. ur tolal 
membership in tlw l nited Kingdom 
ha~ no\\' passed the 500 mark. 

Tn addiliun there are Ihe Servi,' 
ClidiJlg Club in German}'. I hieh are 
aHllialed to the HAFC" . These op­
erate ",ith ex-Ge'rman equipmenL. and 
in addition to prol'iding a consider· 
able amount of Hying, sene to imloc­
trinate lari!p numhn' oI n ,w('Ollwrs 
to gliding ulJ(loaring. 

Finall\. nu word abouL e:lidin!r :n 
till' Ro\~1 Air Forc!' woulllw ~~i1l­
plete \~'ith( ut mention of th(> ir 
Training Corp~, which is a "prc>-S(:n­
iu'" Training' organization who;; aim 
is to provide a source of recruit:; for 
the Royal ir F( ITf'. This or£aniza­
lion does a large amount of ele· 
mentary i!lic1illg. and during 1951 
achieved over 99,000 IUlindw, . 

L p 10 no\\'. III' in thp HAI-'CSA 
hUH' don' UI 0 1'(' dellll'lll,try glitlin[! 
Ihan advanced "oHl'ill{!;. This has been 
a IH'('p;;slIry part of buill1ing lip the 
A~ 'ociatioll; now th(~ tim(~ has arriVl'd 

when we hope to rio more ~oarin1:" 

and we hope, this year, to ntH 
lhrel' and pl'rhajJ~ foul' teams for tlH' 
British i'\alional Contests. T\IO teams 
will n. Olympia; one, a ull IV; 
and lhe fourlh a Kranich. Our ulti­
male aim is to provide l'noll/!h sour· 
ing l.>oth for onie!'rs and airnll'll tu 
('!H'OUralYe thos(> who have b >cyun their 
p:lidiul! in tlw Air Training (:orp~, tv 
('onlinuc soaring wl1l'n they join lllf' 
Ro)'al Air roru>. 

Finall)", ma, I end Ily wi"hing I.h,' 
Soarin!!:

c 
Socidv of Amf'riea and it:; 

l1lemhe rs, and' particu]a rly those 
charming and bo'pitabl(' f lks we mel 
at Elmira, (,ontinued sucl:ess in the 
fine work they do for oaring, 
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• 2-Way VHF Transmitter & Receiver 

• Dry Battery Madel for Glider 

•	 6-12 V. D.C., 115 V, A.c. for Car, 
Airplane, or Gnd. Station 

• 50-100 mile range 

•	 Light Weight 

•	 Ruggedized Construction 

• One Year Guarantee 
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