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A Brief SUllunary of lh Facts, Fiourcs and Eveuls of the Silver Anl1iver ary eel b,'alion of 

The p riod JuJy 2nd Lhrough 14Lh 
wa- ont' of fc\'cred activilY at Harris 
Hill, Flmira, 1 . Y, There had "alher, 
I'd America':; and :;om' of the world': 
leading :;oaring persona1ili S. Thirly­
odd of the naliou's h~adiug :;oaring 
ml'n alollg wiLh pprhaps a 11uIHlred 
lTl'\I'IIH'll. madl' up the f1yiug couLill­
,.:1'Ut. S"ores of obsl'l'I' 'rs, oHicial and 
ollwr"'ise. alon~ 
with lh . man}' 
mel'lllJl'rS of lhe 
conLl':;l 0l)('ra­
Lions leam, join­
cd iu tilt·: one 
last cv('nt of 
sportive avia­
Lion slill in ('xis­
Il;nce in lhi" 
country. 

ThaL Lhi" con, 
gress of aviation 
sporl.snwn and 
scientists wound 
up in perhaps 
Lhe mo~L inll'r­
eSling and en­
joyabll~ meel in 
the history of 
the eypnl., 'there 
can b' I i I. LI (' 
doubL. The Lime harl aL IasL comc in 
LouruamenL "oaring in this counLry, 
when almosl the I'nlire list of competi­
tor' had equipped them:;e\ves willt 
machines of rwar Or idenlical fi'll'llt,:;s. 
At the same Lime il becarnc appan'nt 
lhaL the players iu Lhis game at till' 
2.2nd were almost all seasonl'd vel­
tTans with widc eXpl'l'il'lH:e in ('OTI!­

petition flying and few there wpn-~ if 
any who had not done balLi- on'!" Lhis 
tl'l"rain and in thp odiLies of weather 
common lo the area. 

l-!('!'r' lhl'n in Lhl~ runnin!!- of this 
Sill'l'r ;\nni\I'rsan' I'V('UL. tilt' stage 
was ideal'" sd rl;r the sel(,·ction ~f 
the mosl s~killfllL wilh a rules el-up 
that I\ould pul lhe::;e pilots in Lhe air 
On'r t!It' .'alne ('Oll rse at approximate­
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Touruament 081'Ulg in Ameri 'a. 

by E. J. REEVES 

Iy L!I,' anw Lime of day for a majoriLy 
of ll)(~ day' allowahle in the tourna· 
menl. Thi added nol onlv zest to the 
l!amc hUl cn~alt'd a 'l'l ~f 'ilualion' 
llw.l lI'ou1r1 in tilt' final. corin o' show 
wiLh a "reater de<Yrer of certaintvr, h . 

jU~l who till' more ~kil1rul 11'1'1.... 

, TIll' ("onll-'sL would run, \I"('aLIll'r­
pPrlllillinf!, for a full nine days. Five 
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Lt, Col. Floyd J. Sweet, SSA President, accepts the Warren E. Eaton bu.t, 
in opening day ceremonies at Harris Hill. 

would be Lasks designated by a Con­
Lest Board and four wonld be al Lhe 
ehoicl' of tbe iudividual piloL. The 
fir'l da) wonld IlP a lask assignnwnl 
followpt! alternatingly II ith open 
choice. A contl'sL dav would be any 
day that one or mor~ pilot· c),ceede;l 
a d islancl" of 25 mill's and an v dis· 
lance flown wonld be scon'd. "lark­
ing:; would be on the ba:;i" of one 
poinl per mile wilh bonu"es of 207~, 
for goal and 30(./0 Jor goal and relurn. 
In lieu of the i,onus,~a speed I:lclor 
would figun~ II hich would allll unt tn 
ahoul ll~e "al11e as the bOll us. The 
overall milt- of dislann' is llH'rdorc', 
l?:oillg to he 1I'1lrLh Olle and jll t a 
[raclion point. 

in auy IuH seal, ('onle l, a saL­

isfuctory and deci~i\Te cnd·result i" 
~oing to h' larp;ely d pendent upon 
lh number of days that will he work­
able. If wI,'al hI"}' dpvelop, weak amI 
spotly with few days soarable, Lhen 
WI" will nv ourselvps inlo a most con­
tron:rsial' siLnation. On the olher 
Iwnf1 if II e fInd nn extended pcriod of 
fillin!': wl~alher. 11'(' wiH indN'd find 
ihe t~pn abll' to most skillfully deal 
with the condiLions at hand. n;](':1 d(·­
lerminl' a champion uncleI' ,; formula 
with the clemcnt of chance Il'eighing 
the least I'0ssibh,. To be k('pl in mind 
is the rule requin'menl that ench pilot 
will drop thl: seore of one task and 
one open day wh('n cal'ulnting hi,; 
hnal poinl LoLal. 

This 'drop days' n'qnin'!TH'nl of tIll' 
rules I'aml" in EoI' considerable criti­
cism al Lhc final pilot's meeting at 
lhe conclusion of the eontl'sl. TIll: pro 
and l'on on this que"lion we will 
leave lo your eonclu,;ion. Th' final 
resulLs do 'noL indic:all' La lhis observer 
Lhat il madp any material diffpren(T 
one way or thp other. 

Wilh thi· background, \\'(: \I'ill get 
down Lo till' adual fh-in u day by 
day and see-Lhrough 1'1;1' l'yeS of thfs 
obsl'n cr. jU:;L 11011' it wcnL. will"rc 
j maginl' if Vossible, h011 this man 
playcd il smarl-or lucky if you iu­
;;isl.. and !IOI\ allotlll'r lhrough no fuult 
of his own-fell UpOIl e\'ir days and 
\\'as b'pL out of till' winnl'l's' eirc!l'. 
Tn any evcnl we will he bound by 
Lhosp final marks 011 till' :icOn' boar~1 
-howen:,r W' like .it. Th.is observer 
will go unhesitalingly on rel;orcl as 
saying that iL was a most properly 
monjtor~d 'porting cvenL and Lhe 
1)(':;! ml'n won. TIll' margin of vil'LOr)' 
II,:" narrow lo ht, sure-buL no ilion' 
,,) than in mallY of our gn'[tl It':;[:; of 
s!-..ill and darin/! ill dw lI'odd of sporL. 

Jul'}" Sill Il"a, tht, first COllle"t da\C 
.mel h'ad been precedf'd by thrc(' allo\\;­
able pr l'tiel;: days whiuh had pro-
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