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by BOB 

This is the slory of a ro kit~ who 
mad" a storm front flight. 

T had no" " Ii t'n (> or ratin" and 
had never made a era COllntry 
flight. In fact, 1 had hc>gun lo wonde'r 
what the Ias illation of gliding was 
when I hadn't b n able to grt othrr 
than a three·minute f1ilTht. 

The tale brgil1' with my late ar· 
rival al tbe right :\[em rial r et 
in Duyton. Ohio. TIll' m t'l had h en 
ill pro'gr ~ tllO day \\hen [ Hnd my 
crew mall, Don [knller. arriled. Be­
in/!: ill pn'parcd I had no baro''1'aph 
or parachute. 1'11(' lalln [ di I borro\\ 
from an Air r rre mall \\ ho ('aml' 10 

my rescue. aturday. th .. third da\' 
of lhl' meet. was a clay of poor oa~· 
inn" condition.. The ~ky wa~ y~rc:ast 

with no lift onditions present. The 
wind was mod rate. ince I was two 
days behind, I rlcc:ided to h(· am ng 
the first on the Ai!!ht line. The more 
l'xpericnced pilots" \ ere less hast)' 
with an eye to possible impr v ml'nt 
of weather conditions dnring the day. 

Taking our turns in rotation, I 
and ~everal other pilots b('gan taking 
low t compete in paper slrafing, 
bomb drop and sp t landin/!'. Thu~ 
I SfJ(>nt my first two 1011'S. Th~ third 
low lias il. As my lurn camp lip the 
dark blul' ·Ioud· Lo our west began 
moving closer. A Irw drops of rain 
fell as mosl pilols be!!an scurrying 
for ~he tie·down ar a. 1\ol being as 
caul lOllS as they, 1 stuck. 

As [ tightenrd my 'afety hdl, lind 
signaled pI"( parednf's'< wiL.h Iht~ ru I· 
der. my COUTnlTe sank a lilL.le. r kn w 
al be l a drenching would be my 
penalt}' Ior a tow aL u h a tim. Tn 
second we were ofT. Th first II 0 

l I\' of the day bad been in rough 
air. buL Lo my surpri'p. all was aim 
on this Ihird tow. As \\e near('d 2000 
f cL, Bah Bower' of Toledo. the tal\' 
pilol, headed Over the field dir ell 
inLo the storm. 1L was an awe" nl!' 
vie\\', compleLely dark ahead, haz 
to our rear. E 'adl al 2000 I eeL Bow· 
er.. signaled to release which I did. 

Aft I' lewlin<T out and r du in 
speed to an indi ated 42 mph, [ , a 
astonished lo find m . altimeler hid· 
ing steady ,dLlI no ·ink. lowly.. low· 
Jr, J bl'gan La limb. That ~\'a it. 
Bur. ling with joy and hrinking I ilh 
fear r head d toward Daylon parallel 
wiLh the 'L rm IranI. D"pile in rea_­
ing the air speed to 60 mph Ih' 1·2 
r e leadily t 25 f el. A- T nO'8­
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I,d righl Field, a de ibi n had L 
b l , made. ~ hi hI ay to go? Jorth or 
. Dutil? Fearinf\" lo go Iurthf'T, I tumen 
aboul to return 10 Vandalia. 

Here if Ilnywh re, I made my mi '­
Lake. Banking to Ihe riaht. I {'nlned 
tb> 'Lonn. ithin e('ond· 1 wa be­
ing sucked up inlO the ('I ud . 1\0 in· 
trum nts. no instrunwnt rating. t 

any priee. Lhi' mu.L not happen Lo m . 
With a ickenin a fel·ling l pll. h d Lhl' 
tick forwani. Wi py clouds began 

10 black uL my yi ion; 270 . 28 O. 
2900 fet'L anrl .till dimbing. FanL -tic 
lift. Fear gripped me knowing Ihe 
hip was e,,'"P rim ntal, thaL the fabric 

wa glued. n L rib sLit hed to Lhe 
wings. Tllf're wa only one choice---­
fon'e th t ship (10\1 n. din> ouL and 
away Jr m th Lorm. 

Frped m, exhilaration, anti r('lief. 
A left lurn to parall<'l the lorm and 
back 10 andalia. Far below and 
away. LIIP rlrenched fif>ld passed swift· 
h- from ,·iew. Th last chanc lo reo 
t~lrn homl'. 

All the hOUL of talk al out CTOSl' 

countri(" had finally come to pass. I 
lI'a" fr e an I cI 'ar and aft' and lhj 
wa. it. 

Holding a st ady 2700 feeL aL 60 
mph. the 1·2 raced effortlesslv he· 
fore lhl" torm over fi!'I&" and I' wn . 

Lackinf! a map I kn w not whence 
T \\'a going. For lh fir l Lime T 11'11. 

in a "Iider abl. to look upon the 
('arth as a I'nic thin" of beauty n t 
ahle> to draw me I it. Gradually Lh; 
front began La get ra~l!ed. 10. er amI 
do 'er I dged lo\ nrd it La mainLain 
m' altitude. _ all' fLI it !>pgan L 
1'8111. 

Holdin" strady nrar :~OOO Ieel. l 
n w betw'en two man trou. e1oud' 
and d \\'/1 1 plung d. Rud!'ly my luck 
had run ut.. wa '. awa from Lhe 
Lorm wilh my remaining 18 0 ft'llL. 

( dash d for' safN)' ano Ih earlh. 
• iglllinJ!; a main hip:hwav. I follow d 
iL carf'full past a 'mall Lawn; 600 
fl·pt and la I choiee of a fil"ld. Ha('ing 
downwind past a ceDwlrry. over 10 a 
cornfield. leaped a fence and settled 
a s ant frll Iet fr m lhe highway 
in a we d patch 80 mile. from an­
dalia. J yfully T Ie ped from the 
ship. wheeled it to a J nr£' and Li d iL 
down ably assi.ted by the 'llretnker 
of th' ('l'mct ry. nd laL r. ' 
you gu .5 d il, Ihe ~lorm arrived and 
I ot <In·nched. 

project did nOl und rgo extcn ive de· 
velopment. 

The DF -2. 0, buill by the Deul· 
sch Forschuna-institut fur egd· 
Aug, \ hi h produced slIch well-knowlI 
prewar aj11lallcs a lhe Habicht. 
Kranich, Olympia, Weihe and Reiber. 
wa' th only tactical rvice GUder 
of ~ orld ar IT thai could qualify 
for the Litle of sailplane. [t was a 
beautiful mach in when compared t 
such boo car Lyp as the Gotha 
GO-242 and th Waco G·.:!. In Ihe 
11 rmal IT OIH>arT).ing . nfiguralioll, 
it carri d a cr II' of two. plus eight 
fully armed tro ps and ix hundred 
pound of milit I' quipment. pall 
of the wooden wing was 21.89 Il1l'lers. 
appr ximat Iy 72 fe L, and th> lenn"th 
of tbe terl·Lube Juselage \\'3" ] 1.2:; 
m ters, or :{7 f eL Take off wa gen· 
eraII made fr m a dr ppable Lwo· 
wheel dolly, \ ilh the landing b ill~ 
mad on the kid. Tht' glider unit of 
lhl' MI TAL r mpo iLl' used a mudi. 
fied landing gear of much stron~('r 
can tru tioll. and in luded a Lail 
wheel l iml~rove the lakl'-off (:hara('. 
leri ti '. 

T thl' DF ·2:\0 goe the distin':· 
lion of being the World's first opera· 
Li nal mililary glider, having mad!' 
i appearance during Ihe capture of 
l'om of the fortifiealions in BcI,rium 
in !VIa 19·10. 

DOUGLAS CLUB 
(Colltif/ued from Page 6) 

ther is room for many more memo 
b·rs. An ne can join, proyidl'd 111' 
mt?pts wilh lhe Board' approval, thf~ 

only restriction being that club offi· 
cer mu. tie Dougla' mpJoyees. 

Th main objecliv' of thf' dub is to 
provide soaring >quipmrnt for iti' 
member. all a partnership basi~. 

me- maintenan' work i expe .Lcd 
on thl~ part of all ml'mbers, under 
Ihe lWidanl'c of experienced mechan· 
ics if xperiu(' i.. lacking. 

A monLhly lub pullication wa~ 

b ~gun in 1954, called the Douglas 
Du t Devil. However. it ha' r/>centlv 
bet'n di conlinuer! for an ind ll'r~· 
inale lenglh f lin'll' until activity 
and contrihution_ again warrant lhe 
effort. 

FurLh r growth in meml)('r~hip is 
expe ted in th n ar fuLur' when both 
Prall· Head ' \ ill b· simultan 'ousl)' 
llin orth,. The dub should Ihl'n he 
on of Ule heallhie t and stron/?csL n 
lhe e I om:l. 

SOARING 




