
SSA NEWS
 
MID-WINTER DIRECTORS' MEETING 

The Mid-Winter mccting of the So. 
('iety's Board of Directors was held 
at the HotI'I Lexington, Ncw York 
City on January 28 and 29. Thrpe, 
four hOllr spssiolls wpre ht'ld with thp 
following Directors in attendance: 
Howard E. Burr, Jon D. Carsey, Wil­
liam H. Coverdale, Jr., Dr. Paul B. 
MacCrcady, Sr.. Dr. Paul R. Mac· 
Cready. Jr., Ted Nelson, E. 1. Reeves. 
Paul A. Schweizer, Ben Shupack. 
Floyd J. Sweet, Robert Symons. 

Proxies were hplo for nearlv all 
the absent Directors. The meeting was 
honored by the presence of John 
Agnew, Presioent of the Soaring Asso· 
ciation of Canada, ex officio membpr 
of the Board. 

Reports of the Officers of the So· 
ciety showed that the Society is in 
good shape. The Secretary reported 
that the membership is substantially 
the same as a year ago with a small 
increase in Associate Memhers and 
Subscriptions. The Treasurer's report 
showed a gain of $1,412.47 from 
195,t operations with an on hand bal­
ancc of $4,613.0,1 for January 1, 
1955; the largest expense being the 
cost of our magazlnp, SOARlNG. 
which was $7,990.63 for the six issups 
publisheo in 19511. 

The President reported a consider· 
ablp accelpration of interest in glid· 
ing and soaring among Government 
officials and that several plans are in 
the formulatiw stage for implement· 
ing glider training for the Amprican 
youlh .. 

Reports by Committee Chairmen 
indicated an acceleration of activitv 
in some areas. The Membership Chui;· 
man outlined a program aimpo al 
providing the mpmbers with increased 
benPllts. This program will be implp. 
mpntpd. 

The Awards Committpp Chairman 
rpported progress in assembling of 
complete oata on all trophies and 
awards for which the Society is the 
steward. During 195/J the Society 
awarded 87 "C" certificates; 19 Sil· 
ver "C" cPTtificates and 2 Golden 
"C" certificates. Somc 30 legs wen' 
accumulatpd on Silver and Golden 
"C,s." 

The Tpchnical Committee reported 
that its most active work was in the 
area of /light safpty and urgpd this 
work be continupd. It also reported 
some concern over the recent public. 
ity on /lying wing sailplanes and 
plans papers in the near future deal· 

jllg with 11)(· limilaliolls of Ihis type 
airnaft. Some recommended changes 
to CAR Part 20 will also be forth· 
coming Ior consioeration bv the Di· 
rectors. 

The Hesearch Cummittee Chairmall 
urged the SSA to encourage competi­
tions for radio cunlrolled glider mod­
pis as a means of intprpsting younger 
pnthusiasts in gliders. He also ex· 
pressed the desire for more non-pro· 
fessional lype papers on meteorology 
for publication in SOARING. 

The report of the Ad Hoc Commit· 
tee on "National Structure for thf' 
SSA" was presented. AIter consider­
able discussion, it was rpturned to the 
Committee with the compliments of 
the Board and a request that the Com­
mittee continue its study aimed at a 
hroader and simpler plan. 

The following actions of the Boaro 
will !If' of particular interest to mem­
hers: 

Effective July 1, 1955, the 
Subscription price for SOARING 
will be increased to $1.00 per 
year. This will bring the price in 
keeping with the costs of han· 
dling Subscriptions. 

The affiliation with the Soar­
ing Association of Canada was 
renewed for another year with 
the hope that SAC may soon be 
in a position to proceed on its 
own. 

The Directors reaffirmed thp 
objective of the SSA as stated by 
Warren E. Eaton, one of its 
founding members: "Developing 
a group of enthusiasts with a rich 
fund of practical knowledgp into 
a basic national organization, and 
to broaden the sport of glidin/! 
and soaring to include its po· 
lential of worthwhile services for 
the benefit of American aviation 
development." 

The Board also pstablished as 
its goal for 1955: "To provide 
evcry American boy with the op· 
portunity to get into aviation 
through gliding and soaring­
A National Air Yuuth Program." 

An operating budget of $12.· 
000.00 was adopted for 1955. 

Two changes to Ihp By·Laws 
for consideration at the next 
Directors' Meeting were pro· 
posed: To limit the terms of Di­
rpelors to two successive terms of 
office with a provision that they 
be eligible Ior re·election after 
a lapse of one year; to haVf' 
annual elections at the mid-win­
tpr meeting with Officers and 

Directors 10 Iw inslallcd al lh" 
summer meeting. 

An exceptionally full agenda was 
disposed of durin/l the day and on(' 
half meeting. The nexl nweling uf thy 
Board has been set for July 3. 19S5 
at Elmira. 

'~ 

FILM LIBRARY 

Walter Hausler reported to the Di· 
rectors that thp SSA Film Library 
has been much used this past year. 
Hequests have exceeded the ability of 
the Library to provide films, but addi. 
tional copies of films are heing pro· 
cured to remedy this. -

The newest film in the Library is 
"Wings Like Eagles," a color film 
including the 1954 ConlPst at Eisi· 
nore. This was procured from the 
producers and presented to the Li­
brary by E. J. Reeves, a past Presi. 
dent and now Treasurer of SSA. 
Thank you, E. J.! 

The Library is still louking for 
more good films un soaring and will 
welcome any contributions. 

INTERNATlONAl CHAIRMAN 
William H. Coverdale, Jr.. has ac· 

cepted chairmanship of the Intcrna­
tional Suh·Commiltf'f' of the Contest 
Committee. Bill, a top contestant for 
many ypars in thp National compe· 
titions, rf'lievcs Hugh Whitney in this 
job. 

Hugh, a veteran crew member of 
the 1952 and 1954 world teams, will 
be graduated from Cornell Univnsity 
this spring. As a 2nd Lt., CSAF, he 
will l'ommencp pilot trainin{.!: shortly 
thereaftpr. 

The SSA Directors, at their recent 
meetini!, authorized the entering of 
a tT. S. team in the 1956 JnLprna· 
tionals and advance planning is al· 
ready underway. 
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NAA MEMBERSHIP 
Bpcaus(' of our affiliation with lhp 

National Aeronautic Association. memo 
hers of the Society are entitled to 
membership in the NAA at thc rc­
duced price of $3.00 which is half 
the established NAA membership 
rate. 

SSA members wishing to lake ad· 
vantage of this should submit their 
applications and dues through the 
office of the Society, Box 71. Elmira_ 
New York. 
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