
lJilot~ lo ~Illellll :;u thaL it II ill Ill' a 
reaJ \lalional Contest.25th ANNIVERSARY 

NATIONAL SOARI G
 
CONTEST
 

I~JlI1ira. i ew York. til· (;radle 01 
national glider meet:; 'will ",ekome a 
,'cry grown·up soaring mon:menL Lo 
its birlhp\ac n 'xt July 2-1'1, whcn 
the 1955 I ational Soaring ConLe. t 
take. place on Harris Rill, 25 ear 
u[ter Lhe first National M cL, lread 
one enLerprising pilot·contpsLanL h<l~ 
filed his l,ntrancc application, He is 
none other Ihan SLeve Bennis of till-' 
Melropulitan­ irhoppt~r:; Soaring As­
socialion of 'ew York ity and 
\ urlsboro, 

Tht weekend of Jnl 2-4 will be ob· 
served as the,' illrer J uhilee of gliding; 
and suaring in the Elmira rea. p­
propriale <;en,monies opt'nin/! tilt' 
22nd Nalionals an' s<;hcdlll d for 
July 'I, with r'Ontl~t corupf'tition start­
ing th~ 51h all(l extending Lh'ru Ihe 
13th, Th(~ final wind-up and lhe 
l1\l"ards hanquet will lakf' place 01) 

Ju'" 14. Tn addilion Lo the 'aLional 
So~ring Championship award. a sub­
sLanLial nllnl1wr of other cash and 
nwrchandisc prizes will he madl' for 
top proficiency in till' vurious phases 
of molorle s flig-ht us d('mon"lratl'd 
rluring Lhe 11l1:cL 

Full Pro/p'am Planned hy 
Spow.;oring Croup 

The Elmira Area oarilw Corpora­
lioll, spousor of the 22nd l\ationals. is 
planning Lo '''0 all oUl in pn)\ idiu/! 
a period of SOariJlg and ;;ocial actil'i­
Lies for the enjoymenL of the partici­
pants and i~itors allending Lhe meet. 
Attractions lor ,peclators (1;; weI! as 
[or contestanl:' and (;1' 'W' are e:\pl~ded 

to be in keeping- wilh the ilvl'r Anni­
vel' ary pirit. 

An ideal Sllllllller 'acation can be 
enjoyed hy families and individuals 
who an~ to be o-uests of Elmira and 
vicinity durin~ the conlest. Tn addi­
tion t~ the m~eL it;;eH, Tllan nearln­
points of inLere t'l il! be a"ailabl£> [or 
sidelrips from Barri' Hill ... sueh a 
'\ atkins Glen, Scneca Lake, Cornin)! 
Class Center, Snlli"an 1onument. and 
olbers. 

Objccliw:: A Reali)' Nution-wide 
COJlte~1 

Our Annual Suaring COlllpetitiou~ 
have noL been national in the full 
sense of the' ord, 'inc the majority 
of the contestants at these meets us­
uall)r come from the _e tion of t1w 

eounL1'\ II herr: L111' 'onL,'sl. is J)ein!.! 
held, th r' Uf[" of c ur'e.. onw 1I'11~ 
came [rom the other p' I' of tht, 
counlry, hUL they are in Ihe milloril) 
lue l tll' great dist. lIees Ihey had to 

Lnwel and th cost and time requin'll 
La compele. 

I n an efT rL to Ill"!p make the con­
le,.,t morr~ naLional, Ule [ ,insti­
tuL d a new irl a a £Cw yrars back. of 
having a len day meet which start' 
on a Tuesday and ends on a Thur:-­
day. Thi g{ e. llll"t~ days aL each 

Harris Hill, Elmira, 
home of gliding, and 
one of the mos' beau­
tiful sooring sites in 
'he country, cefe­
brates its silver onni· 

versory 

Requirements 

e a I! d ream of lhe da y wl.ll·u lhe 
, aLionals II-ill Iw lruk a . ational 

arine:- cun'pelition_ I')l'rhaps it I'ill 
lit' ~()nH, day. "itlt Ihe l'l'quirpnH'nls 
:,lalilll! tltaL to hp. e1i;.\illlc 0111' lnusL 
lla't~ qualifil'd in the most r('(:t:1I1 1"('­

g-iomtl cOlllpptilioll, [litil this dav 
"omt's 11'[' will conLillue with onr pol­
icy of /!;il'ill)f el't~rront' Lhal conlf'S a 
f'l'Hck at tilt' champion, hip. 

Thp. Contest COlllmillel' hOII'l'l t'r. 
[eels Ihat since national competitions 
alld eroso; r:ountry flying an' synon­
ymQU,", the minimulIl requin'm('nl 
should he tllUt each cOlllestanL ~hall 

hal'(: made al. /Past his Sill'l:r "c." di",­
Lallc,: lq! or hav~ cquiva!t"nt IIviug 
l'Xpt'l'll~ncp. 

In order to help thu,",c IIho IWII> 1I0t 
el md Ihe:,e qualifications, il is 

end for lravelino-, which makes il po '­
. ihlp. for !'veryone I do it in a two­
week vacation pp.J'iod. Thi" 111ud(-; il 
po>:,ible for marc of the pilots Lo at­
lend, and wa" u sLpp ill 11Ir' ri~-ht di­
rer'lion, 

Tru"el und "I ill Help 
The 1;0_1 prohlem is a mol" difficull 

vne ::-illce finaneine of Lh' _'atiollal 
Contest is still nor.' much a problem, 
Howr·,'cr. this veal' Ihe E C i Sl't, 
tinT>" up a l 'ave! fund f r Ihe top l-'n 
pilots o[ the la.L lhre national COII­

te tE, ince the 'e II er hdd in T ~a,. 

,e,v Y rk and California. II'l' think 
it lI'ould "eem 10 be erv fai r. Thl' 
E C has slarlet! ut by I!;larantt-cinl" 
a mininllllll of ,01 per mile for till' 
round trip airlin distan 'e from lIlt' 
(' n e·tallt'· base of oppralion Lo El· 
mira, The Elmira Junior Association 
of 'ommerce is 'larLing a drive to 
huild up thi fund into a more impos· 
ing amounL and it is hoped that this 
will help al 1 a t partiall - lo allSII"l'r 
the cost probl m, and ncourngc I.llt~ 

plalln('d to haVf; a prt'-('olll.e~l practice 
period fronl June 27 thru Jul)' 1. 
'!'Ilis also will he IIII' lime for those 
",ho have 1101. floll'n from Harris Hill 
10 check ouL. 

Eaeh piloL planninl" to compel!' 
"uould make sure his "hip is prop['J"l~ 
Ii 'ensl~d bdore Ill' I('ave." homf' und 
thal he ha, hi, three ship's paper:; 
lI'ith him: Airworlhilll>"s ,t'rLificale. 
HegistraLion, and Weight and lbl­
ant'l~. Thi" will pre,'enl delay. 

Rules 
Bob mith has atTepll'rl lhe Chair­

manship of the I{nl " C01TImillee. H,' 
is gelling log-etl-Ier 1}'ompetf'nt grOllp 
Lu ani"" al an agreeahlt' sel of rnle.", 
I[ )'011 hal-e am' ,,[j'OIl;! 'olll'iction" in 
Lhi: direclion. let Bob kllow Iwfort, 

prjl 1st. Ri~ aclclrc": i.": Hobert B. 
Smith. Box 38, Ister, Pa, 

Typical problems [ar'ino- lhl' Rules 
Committee are: (a) Should altilnrlc 
ht, coulll d? H so, i" il ll'Ol'th requir­
ing each conte~lalll. to have a hum, 

((:oflti,llled nil Pa{Jp. 17) 
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