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Th e pil ots do not a soar ing contest 
mak e. Th e gr eater portion of the ma ­
terial contained in thi s issue of SO R­
ING tells of the flight s, sco r ing, shi ps, 
pilots and crews. All of the pr izes a nd 
praises seem to go in that same d irec­
tio n- an d properl y so. But- behind 
these scenes was a small a rmy of men 
and women a ll of whom labored 
mightl y d ur ing the entire contest 
peri od , some se ven weeks pr ior 
thereto. and some will continu e for 
da ys tiler eafter. We think the refo re 
we, as Editors of thi s journ al, would 
he remi ss in our duties as repor ters 
--that we will not ha ve told the 2 1st 
stor y- unless we mentioned som e­
thin g of these ha rd working and 
thor oughl y devuted folk. 

Numb er one man and pri me mov er 
for the 21st Na tiona l- the one man 
without whom a contest would pro b­
abl y not ha ve been organized in Cali­
fornia, was as ever yone mu st know­
Mr. L. A. ' Pete' Bona tau x. Mr . Hal 
Smith, a grand gentlema n an d Elsi­
nore businessman, spa rked the local 
commun ity in its effort suc cessf ully to 
hid and fin ance the event. Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom H udson, publis hers of th e 
Valley Sun, along with their youn g 
son and daught er mad e every visitor 
feel glad they came. Les Hi eber t, th c 
Contest Business Manager , is one of 
Californ ia's leadin g youn g edu ca tors. 
His management of thi s whole com­
plex affair was superb. T he State of 
Californi a's Aeronautics Commission 
and our Departmen t of Commerce's 
Civil Aeronautics Auth or ity had their 
offi cial s on han d, and thei r coupera­
tion was magnific ent. Th c Californ ia 
Win g of Civil Air P atr ol sent mem­
bel'S .of their squadrons-including 
their splendid young Cadet Corps. 
Mr. J im Plank who super intended the 
launchi ng an d tim ing, aided by Mr. 
Elwood Glassford who aft er launch ­

ing the lin " took cha rge of com muni­
cati ons-did a jo b unequaled by an y 
two men at any contest. Gus Br iegleh 
of Adalanto fame and one of the 
worl d 's g reatest soa r ing en thusiasts, 
performed lik the mas ter be is in op­
erating the towing. Bill Bo yce filled a 
dou ble role, offi cia ting, and at the 

beautiful litt le Irlonde dau ght er , per­
haps ten yea rs of nge, was the only 
perso n pr esent who knew all the words 
to tha t famous song 'Californ ia Here 
I Come.' Ji m Spurgeon, Mr s. 5 ., son 
and daughter were a delightful four­
some-J im handled the P system at 
the field and lC'd the awards ban­
quet ceremonies. J ack Wolfe, youthful 
pr esident of SC A hel ped org anize 
many events includ ing the Helms Hall 
funct ion when s ix of Amer ica 's soa r­
ing grea ts were nominated to 'Soar­
ing's Hall of Fam e.' Lloyd Licher and 
his charming Mrs. org an ized the 
model competitions, also computed 
and posted the da ily scores-v-given a 
slide-rule the Lichers ar c a calculating 
machine of no mean ab ili ty. 

The March Ar B commander sent 
members of his sluff for each rlav» 
flight briefing. N o soa r i ng eve'n t 
would he the same witho ut SSA ' ~ 

g rea t imm edi at e past Presid ent .J on 
Carse) and the ever cha rming Ma ry . 
J on th inks of all those imp or tant littl e 
things that need doin g and not findin g 

This sco reboard 
tol d th e whole 
s tory as co m­
puted by th e 
Licher f amil y and 
th e i r water ­
cooled slide -ru le. 
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sa me time acting as crewman for one 
of the pilots. Victor Suudek. well 
known to American soa ring, could 
and d id fill an v slot if a man was miss­
ing- and in a(id ition han dled all baro­
gr aphs pl us as s is t ing th e official 
sco r e rs-wha t a ma n. Mr. Jo hn 
Aldrich of the U. S. Weather Bureau 
no w joins the ranks of Barn ey Wigcrin 
and Ted Lang, as one of Amer ica's 
grea test soa rin g meteorologists. 

Amer ica 's gra nd fami ly of . oa r­
ing, the Klemperers, contr ibuted as 
usua l, so very, very mu ch to the g reat 
21st ation al. T he suave and charm­
ing Mia acted as Contest Hostess. 
'Hollywood sta rlet like' E lan ore di ­
rected crew ca lls an d that brilliant 
an d lovable man the Doctor, directed 
the technical sessions. The Carl Ziler 
fam ily- he wa a stellar performer in 
the flying, Mrs. Z. created the head­
qna rter and ban qu et decorat ion, and 

anyone hand y to do them -carries out 
the assignment himself. Ted ~e l s on , 

SA West Coast V.P., and family. 
added much to the enjoyment- to say 
no thing of Ted 's pos ting of some of 
the lar gest cash prizes. Robert Sym­
ons and family- he of the Bish op 
Wave Workers- flew in for several 
meetin gs. H er ma n St ig lmier and 
famil y- he was the org anizer of the 
uirshow and glider demonstrat ion ex­
hibit. So very ma ny cute yo ungs ters 
- Glenn, young so n of Vic and Anna 

audek is exactly what a typi cal 
Amer ican boy of eight should look 
lik he likes to be called an old 
'deser t rat.' The kids of Larry and 
Grace Gherl ein and their dog "Ming 
T or '- Paul Bikle's young so n showed 
gr eat sk ill in his management of a 
'Y o Yo ' top. All of these, young , old I 

and older- lind many more-mad e 
the 2ht a gre at event: 

SOARIN G 

I 

28 




