
Four yea rs a go I wrote, "To hav e 
been elected ." n ow it c a n he written 
"1'0 hav e s~ rved as p res iden t." , 0 

Illan y th in gs ha ve occurred , soa r in g ­
wise, during th ose yea rs to make 
me hesitat e to write of th em for fear 
I would om it some o f th e m ost im­
portant, or more se r io us ly, so me on e 
of th e hundred s of person s wh o made 
th e success of th e ye a rs po ssible. The 
ur ge ca nno t be resi st ed th ou gh, as 
th e records sho w co ns ide ra ble gai ns 
and th ey sho u ld be di scu ssed br iefl y. 
even if it is without th e names of 
those who did the thinking and gave 
th e th ou sands o f hours necessary to 
m ake th em possible. 

W ith th e fear o f om ission still p res­
ent I will endea vo r in th e foll ow in g 
paragraphs to mention our acco llljl' 
lishments as mem bers of th e Soc ie tv . 
as a sor t of progress repo rt, for co n ­
siderat ion for th e future , with addi­
tions and om issions of yo ur choice . 

I must say fir st , how ever, that it 
ma y appea r th at th e impli cllt i~)ll is 
that so me of th e effo rts wer e thi s a d , 
ministrati on's ex clus ive l '. While a 
few of th em ma y hav e been revived, 
very few if any ' a t all , were enti re ly 
new to th e So cie ty's long list of ac tivi ­
ties. The y were just wo rk ed at a li ttle 
harder by yo u r Officers , D ir ect ors, 
Gover no rs , Co mm ittees, a nd you r · 
selves. 

It is probabl y na tura l to think firs t 
of th e vas t increase of in te res t in glid­
ing a nd soar ing as reflected b y in­
c reased Soc ie ty membership. T he fir st 
of th e s u bject yea rs sa w lillie prog· 
ress as co m pa re d to th e latt er three 
whi ch increased Soa r ing member­
sh ips o f all k inds mo re than 100 per 
cent. 

Th is occ u r re d as a result o f m um 
thin gs, one of which wa s th e rem oval 
of SOAR L\'C Ma gaz in e 's ed itoria l 
ollice to a grea te r ce nter o f soa r ing 
activ ity and m a teria l so u rce, enahl ­
in g mo re r egu la r publi cati on and 
g rea ter co ve rage o f news of mot or ­
less Hight ac tiv it ies . 

An other im portant co n tr ib ut ing 
fac to r has been enco urageme nt of the 
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org a ll iza t io n of new local cl ubs. 1950 
reco rr ls will show about 20 act ive 
soa r ing g ro ups. 

By s u pplyiug names a nd a d d rcs~el" 
fr om th e membership a nd s uhsc r ip ­
t ion list s o f all persons in a n a rea wh o 
mi g ht be interest ed, to a would-be 
o rg a n ize r, alon g with sugges tions, in ­
s truct ion s. lit eruture. film s a nd h y. 
laws forms. it ha s hee n possible to in ­
crease th e lis t to fift y clubs. 

Po in tin g out the val ue of dissem ina­
ti o n o f news - p rovid ing the infor­
m ati on needed hv a would-be ac t ive 
cluh m em bersh ip: incre ased cl ub bu l­
letins an d new s lett ers f ro m th ree or 
four in 1950 to twen ty ill 19.')4 . 

En co urag ing th e fr ee excha nge of 
these bu llet ions. one cl ub with a n· 
o ther, and publi cat ion of interestin g 
items Irom eac h in .' OA HI NG ha s 
hel ped to in tegra te a ll clubs a nd all 
in d ividua l mem bers in to a rea l co · 
op erative na tional group . 

P re pa ra t ion of a co m ple te list o f 
I-(Iiders and sa ilpla nes in each st a te 
l.v the SSA Govern ors a nd p u b lish ing 
a - copy uf each o f th em u nde r o ne 
cover for d istr ib ut ion to en th us ias ts 
served man y p u r po ses in 19.')1. A see­
ond an d m ore comple te s urve y with 
pu bli sh ed results ha ve p rover! to be 
of even g re a te r va lue . 

Comp ila t ion o f th e S OAHI 11C D I­
HECT ORY , a nd its publi cati on in 
1f)5:-t proved to he o ne of th e g re a tes t 
se rvices th e Society has rendered for 
its members. Almost eve rv ite m of in ­
fo rma tio n that can be I;eed ed b~ a 
member or a ny int erest ed person. reo 
ga rd ing a ll phases o f th e Soe i('[y 's 
he rs h ip, was covered . The D irecto ry 
is s t ill o f value altho ug h nearly tw o 
vears old . 
, ,\ c om pe titio n allJOlIg members to 
crea te a S oa r ing Soc iety me m be rs hip 
in si g n ia or em h lem resulted ill g rea t 
interest amon z a r tis tic members wh o 
su bm itted m ore th a n a hundred de ­
s igns whi ch p r od uced not only a de ­
vice with which to ide nt ify ou rselves 
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Th e C u r t is s Ily i n g -ho u t g l id e r 
s hown here is one of th e fir st uttempr­
to produce a spor ting glide r in A rne r­
ica in th e veal'S im mediat ely foll owinfl 
World W ;lr I. A t tha t time, th e onl~ 
reall v serio us g lider movem ent was in 
C en;l anv. and wh at liule the re was i n 
the lJ n i t~; 1 S ta tes was th e work of iso­
lated individ uals wh o built a nd .fIe \l 
their own cra ft. 

G len n Curtiss sa w possi bilitv in the 
marri a ge o f (lying a nd hoatin g as a 
spo r t, a nd produced th is ea rly versi on 
of a " Po d-a nd hoom" desi g-n ill 192:t 
I t was not int ended to be a soaring 
m ach ine as were th e co nte iu porurv 
Germ lln desi gn s but was s up pos ed "to 
he tow ed behind a fast motorboat. so r t 
o f a n ae ri al eq uiva lent of an a q ua · 
plane o r water sk iis. The technique 
was to tow ofT. rel ease a IIII land. a nd 
th en ho ok up and he towed ofT a gaill. 

Fi g u res a re not a vailable as to glidt· 
angle, but cons ide r ing th e drag of the 
biplane win gs, plus the wood veneer 
hull, win gtip floats, and lh.e bOOI~IS 
and wires, th e LID or glIde r at io 
must have heen some whe re in th e 
ne iu h ho rho orl of s ix or seven to one . 
Aetua lh -, for the type o f flying thut 
II '!.- to he done with th e mach in e, the 
ulid e wa sn 't too important. It would 
he inte res ting, a fte r takin g a look a t 
th e kni Ie-erlge airfoil sec tio n sh own in 
the photo, to g uess wh at th e ~ ta ll 
c ha rac te r is rics must ha ve been lik e, 
cs pec i a ll y on a win g w it h no 
washout! 

Even th ough it was bnilt b) a m aj or 
aircraft manufucturcr, th e little C ur­
t iss bout did not ca tch on, a nd onl~ 
one was built . Perhaps, if it had been 
in tro d uced ten veal's lat er in a mo rt' 
refined fo rm , 'it mi ght ha ve been 
po pul ar. Othe r flying boat gliders 
ha ve been d eveloped si nce, hut non e 
have ev er " on e into producti on , e ithe r 
in thi s co~n t ry or i n E urope, Wh ile 
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