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The seco nd da y of co mpe trtron a t 
the 21st Na tiona l Contest was to be 
an op en da y and man y p ilots a nd thei r 
crews huddled exc ited lv abou t the ir 
maps secr etly plannir;g the da y's 
flight s. The first day of the contest 
harl heen a rather local ta sk so not 
man y of us knew what so a r ing cond i­
tion s we could expect if we tri ed fo r 
a lon g dis ta nce flight to the cast ove r 
the mo untai ns an d into the deserts. 
I chose Blyth e. Ca liforn ia . 1;) 4 mil es 
eas t, fo r a 'go a l. " 

Tak eolT was j ust before 11Oon. 
Pa cific Daylight Time, and I released 
in a thermal at l.OOO feet a bo ve E l­
sinore and slo wly climb ed to 4 ,000 
feet. I expected the most difTicult pa r t 
of the flight would he the fir st 50 
mil es. a fte r which I kne w the dese r t 
beyond should he easy sa iling. I le ft 
Elsin or e ca utious ly sacri ficin g spee d 
to co nse r ve altitude. I work ed even ' 
weak thermal found for as lon g a's 
possible and so managed to sta y he ­
tween 2,00 0 feet and 5.00 0 feet abov e 
the level ground. 

After one an d a half hours I arr ived 
at the San Ja cinto Moun ta ins and sur ­
veyed the 10 ,8:31 feet peak from quite 
a d istance helow its summ it. I no w h ad 
eithe r to f1 v north a few mi les 10 San 
Go rgo n i o - P a ss (2,.');) 8 ' ASI.j or 
climb over the Sa n J acint o Mounta ins 
befor e I co uld reach the des ert. I 
decided to a ttempt the latter so I flew 
R-J-5 int o the hi gh pine an d granite 
covered count ry . By c1im hi ng on ea ch 
thermal found I so on fou nd m vsel f at 
the 7,000 feet level whi ch was no t 
en ough even to see over the lowest 
ridge in that vicinity. I flew conside r ­
abl y below a forest lookout stat ion and 
carefully flew past th e 1,000 feet shee r 
granite fa ce of Lil y Rock as I sea rched 
for lift in Tahquity Valley. At the ca st 
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end of this va lley the gro und ro se ab­
ru ptl y and prevented me Iro ru gl id ing 
to Palm S pri ngs in the deser t I )(~ y o ll d . 

However, by flyin g in clo se I fo und 
a com bi nati on of rid ge and weuk 
thermal lift. A fter teu m iuutes of in ch ­
ing my way up the s lopes I noticed I 
was flyin g with in 100 feet of a pack 
trai n of Ullll lH:rs on the trail to Sa n 
J acin to Pe ak . T he\ seemed rather 
unimpressed so I sfowly cli rnbcrl on 
a bove them. Fina llv [ ha d H. ' OO feel 
and s ince the g ro ~nd droPlwd a wa ~ 
r apid ly beyo ud the r id ge I tu rn ed 
m y ship to ward the ea st an d \Ia ~ on 
111 \ ' wav towa rd Hlvthe, 

'u w ~s noll' 2 :00 "P.M. an d onlv : 0 
m iles trave led hu t the dese r t he\ und 
luokecl bett er than I had expected . A 
fa ir covera ge of modest cum uli l a ~ 

ove r In di o an d the ruou ntaius hcvond. 
I was ha pp y to sec these d ouds' hi gh 
and not large beca use th is mean t t he re 
was little chance tha t thunderst orms 
would fo rm. 

Nea r Indi o I clim bed to 12,.:;00 
feet in 2';S meter sZsee. lift. By go ing 
fr om cloud to cloud rap id prog ress 
was made a nd I arr ived a t Blvth !' a t 
!I"::)O P.?vl. Under suc h cond iiions I 
obviou sl y had to a ba ndon Illy goa l 
and s tr ike out fo r Ph oeni x. Arizon a . 

There were no cumuli over the flat 
g reen va lley a long whi ch th e Colorudo 
River flows bu t 10 m iles hnvorul to 
the east there wer e more. J I;ad pu r­
pos ely arri ved at Blyth e hi .d l and 
cou ld ea sily negol iat e a e lide suc h a!" 
th is. The lift was no t stro ll!! hut uv ­
er aged I Vz meter / scc. up to I :~,.'i O O 

feet. For the first time in seve ral dal"s 
I was un com fortabl v cold eve n thoug h 
the ventila to r was closed. 

There were on" a few small cum uli 
in the sky a nd ihey d id nol foll ow 
al ong th e highway but instead th ey 

strung themselves out over a ll a r r id 
and extremely desol at t: path so uth of 
Hl vthe alld north of Yuma. Thev did 
po'int alm os t di rec t l ~ to Ph;>eni x 
(]tJ .) mil es bcvondt nm] s ince I could 
1;1aintain o\' e r: 10.000 Ieet of a ll iturh ­
at all times, I electe d to follow Oil . If 
the th ermal s fa iled I co uld aka vs ne­
go tia te the 20 -'10 mil es to ei t h~ r th e 
hig hway to L1 w north of th e ncurlv 
pa rall el OI W to the south. 

Bv o:40 I was st ill ncar U .O()O fec l 
a IIII , unl v about (l.:; m iles "wes t of 
Ph oenix.' I kn ' \I it woulrl })(.' da rk In" IJ 
[\ :00 P .M. and it would take me lII or~ ' 
th an an hou r to mak e a max imum 
g lide rat io descent froIII thi s a ltitudc. 
I flew through another thermal at 
0: .')0 P. M. hut decid ed to keep go ing 
so as to hc on th e gro und hy the tim e 
darkness would se t ill. 

I kt'pt the uirs pec d O il .')() MPH and 
arri ved over Phoenix at abou t 7: ~:i 

P.M. with :1,000 feet. The sun h ad se t 
some time ago and the hright neon 
lights of the city spa rkled below. 
Wh en I flew hy the m un ici pa l a ir port 
J decided it was a lillie dark to lalld 
ther e with the morler utel v hca vv corn ­
merci a] a ir Irnllic. E ight ~m i les farther 
1 came to Tempe A irpor t a nd th ere I 
shou ld have landed. However. bett er 
judgment was di splaced by foo lis h­
IIe,;S so I we nt on with 111\" 2.000 feel 
of altitud e. 

The next ai rpor t was Falcolu Field 
1'1 mil es to the eas t an d I ca lcula ted 
that Illy best g lide rati o sho uld see 111(' 

there. V is ih ility was IWW ra th er poo r 
and there was no cha nce of see ing 
Falco ln Field unless it had lights, so . 
I took up a C Ollipa ss course . \\7hcn [ 
got down to 1,.'iOO feet J realized that .I ;jJ 
da rk ness was fast ove rtak ing 1IIe and 
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