
in eac h o f th e three Classes: H owie 
Bu r r, Class A ; Dick Ba ll, Class B,NORTHEASTERN an d F rank La ne who flew the 1·20, 
Class C. P a ul Sch weize r also presented 
to each of th ese winners a t r oph ySOARING CONTEST from Sch weize r Airc raf t Cor pora tion . 

The 1954 Nor theas te rn Sta tes S oa r ­
ing Contest held at Ha rr is Hi ll, El ­
mira, New Y ork , J uly :1, 'I, an d 5, a nd 
sponsored by the E A, ' C a ttracted a 
total of 32 pil ot s wh o b ro ught wit h 
them 24 ships; 1iI. of \ h ich we re 
Schweizer's, () LK's, I M a r tin, 1 Pratt ­
Read. a Wolf an d a vcr clea n li tt le 
BG-6 flown by F red Oba r r. Seve n 
clubs participa ted. 

The Contes t Com m ittee in cluded 
Howard B urr, D i r e c t o r ; R oh er t 
Disti n, Meteor olog ist ; Donal d Hyon. 
Statistician; Harrv W ilk ins. O pera . 
tions Chief; Be n S h u p a c k, Task 
Master; Miss K. Jones, Registrar: 
Mi ss Bell )' Wickham. N urse ; Bob 
Un ion, Tower ; Bill P lacek , C .'\,\ ; Ed 
Thomas. Commuuicatious. 

Weather conditions un Sut urdu v 
made soaring impossible so a S!Jl;t 
landing contest was arran ged. T here 
was no ollicia l cred it g iven for thi s 
event. but it proved a pleasmg sh ow 
for the hundreds of visit o rs on the 
Hill. Howie Bu rr in the 1-2 :1 and 
Beru ie Carr is in the 1-26 ti ({d fo r fir s t 
place when the) stopped "0" inches 
from the mark. Second placu wen t to 
Dana Darling, II inchcs : third to 
"Moe" Lehecka . 12 inches; and tenth 
place to' Larry Cehrlein 1~l feel. Sa t­
urday evening th e pil ot s, c rews and 
in terested sp ectators (a bout ;-l(H) in 
number ) enjo yed th e annual Sch wei­
ze r Lawn Partv , The fo od was fine 
and as an adde~l attraction, many got 
a glimJ.lsc of the 2-2.'1 on it s trailer. 
re adv to leave for M on trea l and 
Englaud. . 

On Sunday with th e weather and 
jus t about eve r ybody else looking up, 
a task was set UJ.l by the Con test Com ­
mittee. It was a goal and retu r n to 
Martin Airp ort a t Montour Fa lbo 
Cla ss A ships had 10 make tw o round 
trips an d were given additional points 
for distance beyond. Class B sh ips 
were expected to make on e c irc uit and 
were also given additiona l po ints for 
distance beyond and Class C sh ip ­
had to make one leg of th e ci rcu it. 
Burr took top honors for the day mak­
ing the circuit 3 % times fo r a total 
distance tra vel er! of l 14 miles. 

Bernie Carri s als o completed the 
course :3 times - a d is ta nce of 9 7.5 
miles fo r sec ond pl ace. Bob im ith and 
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Larr y Gehrlein com p lete d the task 
and were ti ed fo r th ir d place ; t he y 
co ve re d 65 m iles. 

Ma n y o f th e d u b sh ips were us e d 
10 h op passen ge rs unday and a few 
nota ble /l igh ts were m a d e in th at de­
par tment. Ed Seym our rea lly flew the 
pa n ts off the Roches ter (Tuh's 2-22. 
Dal e Cust in h a d a fo ur hou r plu s flight 
in h is Pratt-R ead . 

Mon da y sta r ter] out ver ~ n ice ly . A 
ta sk was se t up s im ila r to S u nd a y's 
with Tio!!a A ir por t a t O wego, a dis­

"Han" V a n der 
Bli nk of the Neth­
erlands assists Bill 
Frutchy while Sch­
we izer A I C nurse 
Be t t y W ic k ha m 
a n d Schw e i z e r 
A I C Qual. Cont. • 
Mgr. Bo b Dist i n 
look on. 

Pho to- El mir a 
Stcr -Gcze t te 

tuncc of :30:,: /; mi les b ' ing th t urn ing 
poin t. A th u nders h o wer h a iled opera­
t ions for a bo ut a n ho ur ufte r several 
shi ps had hcen lau nc hed a nd ge ne r ­
al lv ru ined c ha nces o f nn vo nc c orn ­
ple t ing th e task. The bes t dista nce of 
the d a v was a 42 1/ 1 mile hop by Bo h 
Sm ith in hi s lla t top LK. Howie Bu rr 
a nd He m ic Ca rr is both made it to the 
tu rn ing poin t and part \ray back. 
t hei r d ista nces II ' re !IO and 34 t/:! 
respecti vel y. B ill F r uu.hy, Larry Gehr­
le in and Hal Buvenker k all landed 
thei r I-23's at Owego. Don Taupier 
mad e a respectable 9 :V; miles in his 
1·19. 

A bout 100 pe rso ns partook of the 
splend id ham d inn er at the A ward" 
Ba nq uet Mo nd ay ev ening. Jerry Ca v­
a na ugh o f the Elmira Assoc ia tio n o] 
Commerce act ed as Master or Cere­
m on ies . lVle reha nd ise prizes we re 
a wa rded by Bob D ist in to the W in ner" 

Howie 's p r ize wa s a bea utiful wrist 
wa tch whi c h will he an annual award 
do na ted by Alper t's J ewele rs . Prizes 
were gi ven fo r the fi rs t two places in 
each cat egor y. A lso. special prizes 
we re a wa rded to Ber ta O p per m a n for 
he r l i ue per fo r m a nce on television: 
to Da na D a rl ing for having partici ­
pa ted in just abo ut eve r y meet held 
he re a t Elmira an d to the P laceks and 
the Rvnns [or th eir assistance with the 
Con l ~st. The lImira Area Soa r in g 
Cor p . took lo p cl ub h on ors. 

A to ta l of l OCi tow s were made. 
onlv 24 of them being credited as 
co ntes t flig hts. A Lotal of 7m) mil es 
were flo wn in these 24 contest flights. 

Considcra hl« credit -hould be ex ­
Il:nd ed to meteorologist Bob Distiu for 
h is ad vice of short tasks, as 30 miles 
south rain prevailed for all three d a ys . 
A ro und the Finger Lakes th ere proved 
to he no therm al d evel op me nt. This 
mea n t t ha t th e con les t wa s limiterl 
to a IHIlTUlI- band of usable «onrl i­
t ious r un n ing east and west. 

FINAL SCORES
 
I'lan ' Xu m.e Sh i l l /'O illL.. C{d~ if
 

1 Howie Hurr.L - 1-24 180 A
 
2 Bernie Carri- _ _ . t·26 l.S9 A
 
:i Bob Smith ___ L·K 1 3:~ A
 
4 Larry Gehrlein__ l ·2:m 122 i\
 
S lI a l Hovenkerk.L; 1·23IJ 64 A
 
6 Bill Frutchy J·2:~ 64 ,\
 

__ L-K7 Di ck Ball 46 B 
H Jim K le in__ _ J-23B 'K\ .\ 
9 Frank Lane __. ]-20 20 C 

[0 Emil Lehecku ~ l a r t i l1 16 B 
Del M iller_____ ]·2 3 H, A11 

12 Fred Obarr____ BG· ) It C 
13 Ea rl Broob __ L-K ]() B 
14 Don 'I'aupier__ 1-19 10 C 
15 Otto Zaune r.L, __._. 1·19 7 C 
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