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TRAINING CAMP
 
Ry A L AN H. SCHlmD 

It is difIicult to solo a glider! T he 
act ua l learning to fl · is the easiest 
part. Those who are fort unate enough 
to be able to join a clu b k n o w it takes 
lit erallv "a month of Sundavs" to so lo . 
If th e ~nthusia s L lived in a n area wi th­
out a glider club, h is chances of ev en t ­
ua lly soa ri ng a re very slim, 

Cliding is inexp en si ve, if mu ny 
fligh ts a re mad e each yea r. It co sts 
ver v li tt le m ore , other than la unc hin g 
fee; to Ily a glide r 400 flights in s tea d 
of 100 flights per year. 

The a bo ve two facts are hnsi call v 
the rea son wh y th e Philndelphin 
Glider Coun cil I PGC I deci ded \ [1 

have a Su m mer Tra ining Ca m p aL 
th ei r field. Now that the first cam p is 
past we would like to tell of our 
original plans, the week's acti viti es. 
and things we learnccl. 
The Plann ing S tag e 

It all s ta rted du r ing th e Chr istmas 
seas on of 1952 at the home of " 'alh' 
Set z near Philadelphia. W a lly ha ;1 
lx-en to the Internationals in S pa in 
and in hi s tr av els had ob served llr it­
ish tra ining cailips in op erat io n. He 
sug ges ted th at I' GC do some th ing 
si m ila r. We wer e th e log ical g roul ' 
to expe r iuicnt with thi s sort of op­
operation s ince we not only had th e 
equ ipme nl. but a lso th e fie ld . P hila ­
delphia GliderporL ;-\;") mil es no rt h of 
Philadelphia. T he summer of ' ;") ;-) was 
up on us before a n ) def inite plans 
could be laid. RaLher th an ru sh things. 
it wa s decided to m uke th e bi g p ush 
for th e 10.54, seas on. 

Mnch effort was put fort h defining 
the siz e and scope of th e camp. It 
was dec ided that a small s uccess was 
much better than a bi g flop . A cos1 

unalvs is wa s run. c urr icu lum was 
stud ied, and the q uesti ons of food and 
shelte r for th e s tude n ts were a ll looked 
into. \Vhat evo lved were a number of 
alternate pro grams de pe ndi ng n pon 
th e number of students. The p rogram 
decided upon was as fo llows : 

~ tu rlen t s flyi ng o ne Schw eize r 

One tuwsh ip 
$12.1 per s tude nt to cover a t leas t 

15 flights and up to 2.5 flights, pl us 
textbook s: g round schoo l no tes, e tc . 

Plans to have the students sta y at 
th e field wh ere practi cal, 
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All fIort was to be made to have 
each solo before the end o f th e 
ca m p. 

Publicity ami Preparation 
On ce the p r og r a m was dec ided 

upon p uhlic it v was ha nd led us ing o ur 
cl ub pub licatio n the RELEASE, b y 
ma ili ngs Lo th e SSA lis t for th e east ­
ern s ta tes. a nd not ices ill SOARING. 
F r o m th ~ S OA RING ca le n da r of 
events . AVIATION WEFK and the 
Ii OPIi IVEIV.'; LE 7T/~ R car r ied n o ­
t ices of th e c am p. 

The six student: 
at the PGC sum­
mer trai ning 
camp wi ih t h e ir 
Schweizer 2-22. 

Pho to- A. H, Schmid 

Profession : ~ t ud en t 

P r evio us F ly ing Expe rience : :; 
g lid er fligh ts 

:).	 T hom as L. i\'o rr is, Ph. D. 19:1"1 
Wa r ren Avenue. Brockton. Mass. 
Age : 20 
P ro fess io n: A n th ropo logis t 
Previous F lying [~xp eri cn c e: N Ol W 

I.	 Ca r l isle E. i'vle Kee. i\L D., :H OP ark 
Bldg .. Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
P ro fess ion : OphLhalmoJog isL 
P re vio us Flyiug Ex per it~ l]( 'e : L!(lOO 
hrs pOIVer 

;).	 C una rs llumu rs , :)]"(1 S I. and 6 th 
1" C. . Brt 'l1 l ll" ood . L.r.. N.Y. 
Proles- iou : Lumber Yard Fore­
ma n. 
Ple\ ious 10'1y i II g Ex pn it;lll'e : III 
g lid n fli!!hl "- lIlus l l)' shockcurd 
la unches in [ [H U I H' . 

In the beg in n ing rep lies we re vc r . ' 
SIOIL 5 0 s low in [ac t. t haL a week 
before the ca mp we s ti ll had o nlv 
four s tude nts . T he s ixth en ro lled t he 
flr~ t da y o f the ca m p. Du r ing th e 
tr aining week w( ~ r eceived t\1 0 mo rt: 
inq u iri es ho ping to jui n tlu- g roup, 
Tl« Ca/l/p 

The plans for th e cam p were m od i­
fied to a llow a tota l o f six students. 
T h is was possible s ince one o f th e s tu­
dents had 4 ()()() hours pow"r tim e a nd 
had spen t a weeken d at th e fie ld prior 
[0 th e eamp flyin g the 2 -2 2 . It was 
planned to ha ve him tra ns i tion to a 
:-ichweiz er T G-2 as S OOll as practical. 

The s tude n ts we re ve r y i nteres t ing 
because of th eir varie d b ack grou nds. 
1.	 Will iams A th is , 4 .')8 Ma rt in A ve ­

nu e. Ne w IVl a rt insv iIle. W. v-. 
ge :39 

P rofoss ion : E lec tr ic ia n 
P revious Fl y in g E xper ience : 75 
I1r5, power 10 years ago 

( I ,	 Iln cc l' ien ·l' . l r. . HT .D. l\ o . L 
.I,;re nlllnl. i\ e l~ [ l amps h i n~ 

I\ g t, : 17 
P J"( ,f'c~~ i o n : '1lIde n[ 
Prc v ious Flyi ng r~x p( ~ ri e ncc : j\ m w 

1;l yin g bega n ~ l1 n d a )" , j ulv J L 
\I i l h ea ch s tude nt gt:L Liug a L lea s t one 
fami lia r iza t ion flig hL T he 1'l~ ~L of the 
d a y Il a ~ turned O\Tr to regnlar d u b 
.u.t ivitic-s. Mo nd a y llwrni ng stu r tcd 
uJT bri ght a nd earl y wit]: ti l<' t ~qnip' 

mc n l (Jut uf th e han gar a t 7 :no a.ru , 

Th rou g hout th e res t o f th e week the 
flying wa s s ta r tc cl ea rl y an d ended lat e. 
b UL the sched u ling u r fli!!hLS duriug 
th e da v was s uch that no O)W had to 
spend over two-t h ird s of the flying d a y 
a ctua lly a t the flight line. Breakfa s t 
and lunch hours were s ta gge red s o 
that there were no b rea ks in th e Ilv ­
ing. E ach o f th e three in structo rs h;d 
two s tudeuts . The sch edule worked 

( Continued on N r: ,lt Pagc ) 
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