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TS/.'er Del Lewis in his recent ly refu r­
bi shed TG -2. 

Suturda v. Auuust 1,1. daw ned in 
Texus " ill; 'a ll oCr the app ropr ia te iu ­
dicutiu us of another excellent so ur ing 
J ay . The th ree previou s da ys had pro ­
d uced good c um u lus b u ild-up in th e 
Gra nd Prairi e a rea . La rrv Gchr le in. 
havin g stoppell her e on ~ h i " ret urn 
fr om th e Na tiona ls, ha ll heen Ilviug 
to su ch pla ces as T ulsa , Okla ho ma, 
an d Vernon a nd Child ress , T exas, and 
on Fr iday Doc Deginder had a nice 
ride in the T .s.A. TG -2 10 Pa uls 
Va lley, Okla homa, for a flight of 136 
m iles. These week-rlav events were 
enco uraging and sparked m y enthusi­
asm for an attem pted c ross country 
Sa turdav. 

S ince ' £ 1 Heno, Ok lahoma is j ust 
beyond the required Ig(j m iles for a 
Diamon d "C,· Goal Fli ght, I c ho se 
the Airpo rt there as Illy goa l. T he 
wea the r bureau indi cat ed tha t a co ld 
fr ont that had been han gi ng In th e 
'vicinity of the Okl ahom a-Kan sas 
border, had moved hack in a n orther lv 
d ire ctio n, so no rad ica l change in 
weather was anticipa ted and the tern ­
pe ra ture was predi cted to ri so to 100 ° 
to 105 c in the after noon. 

Afte r Wall y Wiherg had in sta lle rl 
E. J. Hecves' P cravi u ill the hack sea t, 
I took off via aero tow at J2 :20 and 
re lea sed ove r Gra nd l' ra ir ie Airpor t 
at 2.00 0 fee t. T he TC-2 cl im bed ni cel v 
in tl;e fir st thermal to abo ut :i,SUO feet. 
Se ttin g a norther! . headin g. I cr uised 
at .sO mph LA.S. which at th is stage 
of the flight see me d like a practi ca l 
speed be tween th er m al s. Even at this 
speed, I encounte red sever al a reas of 
o sink. Dur ing this first hour of the 
flight ther mals were plentiful h ut no t 
of sufficient stre ng th to reach cloud 
ba s ' (estima ted a t 8..100 feet a t th is 
t ime ) in a reason able t ime, th ere­
fore, my cr uisi ng alt itude va ri ed f ro m 
'7.000 feet down to i.I,OOO feet. 

With an estimated 10 m ph tail wi nd, 
the Texas countr ysido was slip p ing 
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al,ay al a n av erage :1;) mph during 
tlii s per iod . Alter 1 ::.:0 P.I"\., the the r­
Ina Is were not iceably stron ger mak­
ing it possihlt' to ga in a litt le m ore a l­
l iturle and enabling me to cruise at 
(l .') m ph lietween therma ls withou t 
losing a lt itud e too ra pidl y. 

} 1)' ave rage gro un d speed pi ck ed 
up to so mewha t over 40 mp h and a t 
:2 :00 p .m , I passed just wes t of Ga ines­
ville a t 8.000 feet. j\ s 1 cru ised on 
north to w~ud th e Red River, I thought 
of all the fe llo ws who ha ve encountered 
d iffic ulty in c rossing the valley, Why 
should a nyon e lose out with all of 
these {Tood soaring cond it ions "? S ud ­
denlv, T reali zed that I was be lo w 
5.000 fee t and had not en counte red 
any lift for so me time in sp ite of n um­
erous clo uds . [ imme d ia tely red uced 
the a ir speed to obtain a m or e r eason­
a ble ra te of s ink for the T G-2. The 
terra in ahea d looked ext remely unin­
viting, being m ostl y woo de d, a ~d th e re 
were no towns or hi gh wa ys of an y 
s ignific ance in s ight. There was 
enough open countr y for a lan ding, 
however, so 1 pr oceeded on co urse 
ca utious ly. 

At ;1,000 feet a bove the va lley, any 
lift wha t-50-eve r was m ost welco me , 
I worked one th ermal for six minutes 
ga ining on ly about 500 feet. R ealiz· 
in g this to be a losing hattie. I look ed 
a ro und frant icall y fo r any s ign of 
better lift. A shor t d istance to the west 
was one cum ulus that see me d to he 
building m uch h igher tha n the sur­
r ou nd ing ones. T hi s fad . coupled with 
th e fact tha t there was an inha bited 
cro ss r oads within g lid ing d is tance of 
the cloud, p ro mp ted me to try for l ift 
in tha t are a . I a rr ived un der the cl oud 
with littl e m or e than 2.000 feet of a l­
titude Jef t an d m uch to my relief fo und 
SOO Ieet pe r minute cli mb back to 
7,000 fee l. 

Once ac ross the Red R ive r. cond i­
tions aga in impro ved. T he T G-2 was 
able to climb a t 1,000 f.p.m. peri od­
ica lly and a lt itudes of over 9, 000 feet 
were attained . T he cloud b ase was 
g ra d ua lly r isi ng as the afte rnoo n pro· 
grossed and was now a t 9500 feet. 

At :3 :17 p .m ., I p assed ove r Wil son . 
Okl ah oma . The cum ulus see me d to be 
a ligned in cloud str eets that were 
ru nni ng somewh at east of n orth, these 
s treet be ing rou gh ly fou r or five 

miles ap art. Follow in g thesr- c lo ud 
streets, it was poss ible to fly a straight 
lin e for severa l miuutes witho ut appre­
eiahle loss of a ltitude . Although this 
technique was g ra d ua lly lea ding me 
eas t of m v course. it see med more 
pract ical, ~ i nec cl o~cl format ion s ap­
peared to be mu ch more fa voruhlv 
ill th aI direct ion . 

The clou d ba se was still cl imb ing 
an d the max im um alt itude (lO,OOO 
feet) for th e flig ht was reached at 
4 :.15 p. m. ove r P urcett, Oklahoma. 
By thi s time, however. the clo ud" were 
di ssipating r apidly a nd I was ove r 
20 mil es east of my co urse with no 
clo uds in sight to th e wes t. There re­
mained only a lin e of sma ll sca tte re d 
c um ulus cont inuing on to the east of 
Oklah om a C i ty . F ollow ing these 
douds at 4,) mph L A.5. fo r app rox i­
mat ely 20 m inutes, I a r r ived under 
the last cloud of an y magn itude at 
2..100 feel. Here I enco untere d ano the r 
ni ce therma l a nd worked it back to 
1).;100 feel. My locat ion a t thi s time 
(~ : 4;) p.m. ] '~~i.l S just S.W. of Tinker /" 
A.F. B. wh ich is S .E. of Okla homa 
City and 33 miles £ .S.E. of my goal, 
EI Ren o A irpor t. 

Peeriug to th e west , ther e wer e 
n o cum ulus rem aining, just a 33 -m ile 
g lide crosswin d fr om 9,30 0 feet. De­
term ined to land as close as possible 
to m )" goal, r pointed th e no se to ward 
£1 Heno, trying a ll tbe wh ile to nurse 
RJ -5 performance out of the old T G-2. 
At th e half-wa y mark , it was reason­
ablv obv ious tha t 1 would not make i t 
du ; to str onger cross winds a t th e 
lower e leva t ions . Jt a pp eared th at 1 
would fall about five mil es sho r t of 
m y goal. 

Then the impossible happen ed . At 
6 :03 p .m . I entere d a dr y thermal 
about 10 miles east of Okla ho ma Citv 
and cl im bed back to ft OOO feet. Sei­
ting up a 5,) mph glide and encoun ter­
ing no mor e lift. I a rr ived over £ 1 
Heno Airport with aho ut 1,20 0 fee t o f 
a lt itude and lander] at 7 :40 p.m. after 
(j ho urs and 20 minutes in the a ir a nd 
a d istance of exa ctlv 200 m iles co vered 
a t an aver age ground speed of :n .6 
mph. 

M y gro und crew co nsis ting of Bo b 
Mo rriso n and J oe Reyn olds a rr ived I 

sh or tly to help me wra p lip the most 
enjoyable flight of my ca ree r. 
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