
Th ere was no ten de ncy to d ro p off on 
either win g at the mom ent of stall, 
and the rudders seemed to have no fe el 
whatever at th a t time. I did not de­
termine whether this lack of control 
was the result of loss of a irspeed or 
blanke tin g b y the II ing a t high an gks 
of att ack. Reca use of the slig ht nose 
hea viness. it was necessa rv 10 ca rrv 
quite a b it of up eleva tor iiI a normal 
glide, and it is doubt ful whet her the re 
was enough elevator tru vel lef t to p ull 
the win g iuto a s teep enough sta ll to 
enable it to whip an d possibly tumh le. 

Fred had repor ted th a t the right 
comb ina tion of landing spe ed, flap. 
and angle, was rather tricky, an d ad­
vised me to land either with or w ith ­
out flap, but not to " work" the flaps 
during the landing as the ship W IlS 

very responsive to them and would 
bounce all ov e r. Fo llo win g th is 
advice, I flew the d own wind and l ,asc 
legs of the pallern at 40 MPH, and 
applied flap only on final, drop p ing 
the nose slightly to maintain th e same 
airspeed. The actual touchdown was 
made lik e any three-point landing, b y 
inc reas ing back pressure on the st ick, 

The Fauvel wings 

are painted to 

represent a bird 

in flight. 
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a co n ven tional lightwei gh t glider . I ts 
sma ll mass makes it lighter on th e 
co ntro ls than our old s tan dby , the 
war-surpl us two-sea te rs, a nd it should 
be ab le to maneuver inside other light ­
weig h ts like t he B o wlus Baby. 
Whether thi s des ign will ca tch on in 
Am eri ca or not is s ti ll op en to q ues­
tion . It was designed [ 0 meet Euro ­
pean cond it ions, and for trai lcr ing 
shor t d ista nces in fla t co un tr y the 
French me thod of hau ling i t llla y be 
a l! right, h ut tha t won' t work well 
where-the owners are used to trailer ­
ing for thousands of miles over all 
so r ts of rough te rrain. Another 
change tha t seems logical is a landing 
wh eel. T he takeoff doll y proved t otally 
inadeq uate when used all rough 
grou nd an d was discarded, although 
it sho uld wor k well on pavement. 
Ground handling was still a man­
power problem, however, and could 
he greatl y simplified with a perma ­
nen t wheel undercarriage. 

T o sum up my opinions of the 
Fauvel AV - :~(L I can only say that I 
would n't mi nd having one a t all ­
an ybody wauna buy a " W olf " ? 

and holding oiI as the speed d r opped. 
The ship touched on the rear of the 
rudder-spring skid, and apparently 
the combination was just r ight for it 
demonstrated n o ten dencv t o bo unce. 
even on the roug h gr ound of th~ 
"Emergency landing" st rip a t E lsi­
nore, I had expeeted to fin d a noscover 
tendenc y as a result of the d ra g of 
the skid coupled with the relatively 
hi gh center of g r a vi t y . b ut wa s 
pleased to find tha t there was none a t 
all . 

Altogether, i t was a very en j oyable 
flight, and the apprehensio n over un ­
known fligh t cha racter istics of an u n­
conventional de sign was unnecessary. 
With the excep tion of the very weak 
rudder control. which ca n doubtless 
be improved, the Fauvel handles l ike 
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Waltzing With a Cloud 

Ny C. Roxxr,o ELLI S 

Soaring on a sunbeam 
Up to cele stial heights, 

R is ing to a living dream 
My sa ilplane in it s flight 

Ca r r ies me on j oyfulwings 
A bove the thermal's c rest, 

Wherc Iluffy whiteness laugh s and 
SIngs 

In skies that Heaven ble ss'd. 
Each fligh t I pray, " M ust I descend 

T hrough white and fleecy 
sh roud ? 

Mu st rapture al wa ys have to end 
My _.. waltzing with a cloud ?" 

21 st National Soaring 
Model Gliding Meet 

By LLOYD lICHER 

On Sund ay, August Ist, during the 
Nat ional Soar ing Contest at Elsinore, 
Ca lif ornia, a model g lider meet was 
he ld. This br ought together the model 
soaring enthusiasts and the top con­
tenders for the National Soaring 
Championsh ip . Model flying began at 
g :00 A.J\I. and terminated at 12 noon, 
a fter which th regularly scheduled 
glider sh ow began. A southeast wind 
picked up at 7 ::-W A.M. and cut into 
activit), to some exten t ; however, 
en ough model flights were made to 
assu re success fo r this " extra" event 
a t th e Nat ionals. 

A total of 21 en tr an ts registered for 
the :-l events with the following results: 
Towline Glider 

l st P lace- J ack Block,
 
Los Angeles, Calif.
 

2nd Place-Stan Friedman,
 
San Diego, Cali f.
 

3rd Place- Forrest Allen.
 
Los ngeles, Cal if. ­

Han d-Launched Glider 
l st P lace- D ick Everett. 

Chino. Calif. ­
2nd Pla~e-Ed Slobod. 

Los. Angel es, Calif. ' 
:-ln l Piace- Phillip Hainer, 

Long Beach, Calif. 
A / ;2 Flying Scale 

Lst Place-\V. H. Paxtun. 
Glendale, Calif. 

2nd Place-Walter Mooney, 
La Mesa, Calif. 

3 rd Place-Dick Baxter, 
EI Cajon, Calif. 

First place winners in each event 
won a placque. presented at the 
A wa rds Banquet, plus a ride with Vic 
Sa uclek in the SCS A P ra tt-Heed sail ­
p lane. Second place winners re ceived 
in t r o d uc t o ry memberships in the 
SCSA which in cludes a subscription 
to T H E THERMAL and the right to 
Hy th e club sailpla nes at current club 
ra tes . 

The modelers all stayed after their 
meet to wa tch the air show which fol­
lowed an d expressed inquisitive in­
terest in the bigger spor t. Those who 
won r ides all reported favorably on 
the thr ill received so that the meet 
sponsors can be assured that this ex­
tra event achieved the desired result. 
It is ho ped that future Na t ional Soar­
ing Contests will also tr y to conduct 
an associated model glider meet, the 
better to dra \I' th e advocates of both 
together and otherwise help fill in a 
dead spot in the progra m when spec­
tat or - a re a r ri vine: on the weekend 
m orn ing with litt l~ to hold their at­
tention in the way of action. 
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