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Th e lo n g -a wa i te d m o m e n t ha l; 
finall y co me , and a n Ame r icuu-b u ilt 
Fauvel AV -;~6 has tak en to th e air. 
T h is ta illess French des ign is one of 
the most con trove rs ia l g lid e rs of r e­
cen t years, and wh ile the A merica ns 
have ha d plen tly uf evidenc e in t he 
form of tex t an rl p ic tu re that i t flies 
well , th ey have been relu ctant to be­
lieve it unti l s uc h time as thev could 
see on e for them selves, " 

Credit fo r this fi rst Fa uve l g oes to 
Fred Jukich , of Mill Va lley, Califor­
nia. Fred ru sh ed hi s sh ip to co m ple ­
tion, hoping to be a b le to have i t read y 
for th e opening of th e 2bt N a tional a t 
Elsinore, but he could n' t m ak e t he 
deadline. H e di d mana ge to gCI to the 
co ntes t with it , howeve r. a week la te . 

. but with a few tes t fligh ts behind hi n; 
to prove thaI it would reall y work . In 
sp ite of hi s best effo r t, th ou gh , he was 
beaten o ut by th e Can adians fo r th e 
hon or of flyi ng th e first "~'es tern 

W orld" F auvel. for th e firs t of t he 
five under co ns t r uc tio n north of th e 
border tuok to th e a ir on June 2 7. 

The appearance of th e tiny bl a ck­
a nd -wh ite beauty a t th e 21st Na tio nal 
ca use d an immediate se nsa tio n. a nd 
there is no douht th at it wa s th e m ost 
photographed sh ip th ere. 

The trailer that it ca me on was al­
most as much of a cu r ios ity as t he 
s hip itself. The sh ip is small , ha ving 
on ly 42 feet wingspan, a nd the tra ile r­
ing method worked out by the d esi g n. 
e r is to attach on e win gtip to th e tup 
of th e ca r , put a d oll y under th e pod , 
and let th e wing act as th e f rame of 
th e tr ail er. This is legall y possi ble 
because th e nose of th e F re nc h ve r­
sion fold s back , reducing th e width 
of th e load to legal limits. Fred had 
dep arted from th e or igina l pla ns, and 
had m ade hi s pod in one p iece of 
fib erglass, which co uld n ot be fo lded . 
In orde r to tr ailer it , th erefure, he 
had to s tand it on edze. wh ich ruled 
out the d oll y-under-the-'pod arrange­
ment. Co nseq ue ntly, he de vel op ed a 
trailer with a m ovable crad le. The 
sh ip was pushed up al on gside th e 
tr ailer, with th e leadi ng ed ge of th e 
wing fitt in g int o two la rae padded 
sa d dles . When the sh ip wa in place, 
a win ch on the trai le r pulled the 

c ra dl e a nd the g lid er tu a near­
ver t ica l positi on o n th e tr ailer. Build ­
ing the t ra iler must hav e been as 
much , o r m o re, work th an huildin u 
the sh ip itsd f ! b 

Aft er he ha d flo wn th e ship for a 
few times to sa tisfv h imself an d the 
a rm y of a ma te ur' a nd p ro fess io nal 
photogru phers. Fre d v er~ gen erou sl y 
a llowed seve ra l d iffe rent piiots to 1Iy 
it. AI Backs tr um of TSA, II ho is work­
in g on a s omewha t similar tailless 
desi gn , lo ok it up. and th e author wa s 
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Fre d Jukich steps into th e firs t Ame ri­
can-built Fa uver AV-36. 

one o f the o the r fo r tu na tes . The flight 
report g ive n here is ent ire ly th e re­
su lt o f hi s own observa tions a nd 
op inio n, a nd has not been checke d 
with th e other pilot s that fle w the 
Fa uvel, 

Take-off was m a d e rapidl y, u sing 
about 10 degrees of Ilap. and the sh ip 
immediat el y se tt led in to " h igh- tow" 
posi tio n behind th e PT-23 tu g. It was 
fo u nd to be ve r ) r esponsi ve to th e e le ­
va to r trim tab. a nr] s ta h ilitv on tow 
wa s s urp r is ing iy good . The;e was no 
vidence of any desire to p or poise, a 

poi nt th a t ha d worr ied m a n y pilot s 
during curl ie r di scuss ions. E lev a tor 
control c an be ca lled "st rong," at 
lea st a t a tow 'peed of 70 mph. 

TI ll' firs t thin g th aI was noti c(·d 
a fte r re lease wa s a co ns ide ra ble in­
adeq uac y o f rud de r con trol. This may 
be partially due to th e fa ct that th e 
s h ip was ri gged with 15 deg rees less 
ru d der tr av el th a n speci fied, hut is 
1110re likel v a cha racter is t ic o f tai l­
less aircraft. I t wa s imposs ib le to do 
th e s imples t coord ina tio n e xere ise­
rolling on po in ts with only a 10 de ­
urce ha n k. III s ta nda rd g lide rs . thi s is 
overco me to a large degree h y lon g 
r ud de r mome n t a rms (a n im poss ihi l­
it) on a tailless } a nd differenti al a i le­
rons. This latter feature ca nno t he in ­
co rpo ra ted on flyin g win g desi gn s he­
ca use of th e p itc h ing moments pro­
ducerl . If o ne had m or e " up" than th e 
o ther , it would he gin to fun ction as 
an eleva tor. 

As a result of this, th e Fauvel feels 
so met h ing lik e th e old m od el Bowlus 
Ba by lhatross, th e on e with no differ­
entia l a ileron travel , when s ta r ting a 

turn. As th e ins id e wing s ta r ts down, 
the nose st a r ts to s wing in t he oppos ite 
d irec t ion, h u t o nce th e hank is es ta h­
lish ed. ru dde r a nd a b it of back s tick 
hring it a ro un d in one of the ti ghtest 
turns im a ginahle. Because o f th e ti ght 
rad iu s and th e high drag on th e out­
s id e wing, recove ry is rapid and 
sm ooth . I n s trn ig h t-a nd- lcvel flight i t 
is poss ihl e to slo w th e s h ip d own to '/., 
under :~ .') mph with th e a id of a little 
fla p . The flig h t was too short to ehec k 
s in k in g speed , so all effo rt wa s COl I­

ce utra ted on learning th e handling 
c ha ract er is tics . 

l n free flight. th e sh ip was sl ig htly 
no se heavy. F red had noti ced thi s 
ou ea r lier flight s, and had hung 
we igh t on th e rear e nd of th e pod, 
whi ch improved thin gs for him but 
not for me, as l out wei ghed him h y 
a bo ut tw enty pounds, H ow ever, th e 
nose-hea vy co nd itio n brought a d e­
g ree uf comf or t wh en co ns ide r ing th e 
s ta ll p ro b lem , which wa s th e bi ggest 
questi on mark hanging over th e sh ip. 
\Vith no lift a round , th ere was no 
time for th orou gh check ing throu gh 
a p r ogress i ve se ries of sta lls, so I 
tried a cou p le of easy o nes s tra igh t 
ahead . A bou t th e on ly thing th at ca n 
b · sa id o f th em is th at th ey a re s im ­
ila r to ue n tle s ta lls made in a Cessna 
140-the sh ip will m us h downward 
without dropping th e no se if yo u keep 
the s tick ha ck. Frum a sl igh tly s teepe r 
st a ll a pp roac h , th e nose will drop in 
the co nventional g lider manner , and ""­
recovery ca n he ma de very r apidly. 
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