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LMIGHTY GO D, 
who ort the ( reutor of Ihe heovens, the 

firmomenl, Ihe aanh. \'Ie look to Thee for Thy blessinq fOI 
Ihis valley of Elsinore 01 this eventful secscn. Gil'e 10 
those who ioar into the heevens, wisdom, gliding 
skill, oercncutku l knowledge, and thermal conditions to 
make Ihis contest 0 greot success. Keep us all free 
from danger, mishap, and any ether adversily. Grant 10 
those who are aclively parlicipating Ihe spiril of 
sportsmansh ip, competition , and success. May they hove 
great joy as Ihey mount up with lV ings as eagles, and may 
we all Ihrough absolute faith in Thee, climb up into 
the open spaces of Thy love, and may the thermal 01 
faith '0 lilt us ebw e ourselves that we too will be 
enriched through this gliding experience, Bless every glider 
pilot, those who prepare and keep sale Ihe machines, 
official, who have made Ihis possible, and may our 
locality richly enjoy this contest 01 fun, l ell a\'IS ~ ip and 
faith. This we pray in Thy grear Name. Amen. 

Rev. Charles Ilichmond, Vicar of 
St. Andrews By.the-lake 

This in vocati on , cer ta inly th e Lest 
ever heard a t a g lid ing con tes t, II'a!:' 
pronounced h y ReI'. Cha rles Ri ch ­
mond , V ica r o f St. Andrews' Ep isco ­
pal Churc h, during tlte ce re m on ies 
ma rk ing th e opening, on Jul y 2 7th, 
of th e 2 ]st N at ional Soar ing Co ntes t 
a t E ls inore. Cal iforn ia. With such a 
bless ing h O ~I' co uld th e contes t he a ny ­
thing o the r th a n the success i t II·a,. ! 
T o th e s tra ins of " Off We ,0 I I1lo th e 
Wil d I3l ue Yo nder" played h) ! arch 
A ir Fo rce Band, th e con tes t was u nder ­
way . 

A weak flow of moi st u us ta h le a ir 
had come Ir om th e Sou theast a nd 
th e re were forecasts of th u nderst orms 
over A rizona. Weak to mode rat e li ft 
to a bo ut ] 0,000 feet under cu m ulus 
clo uds was e xpected locall y wi th less 
to th e East. I n conseque nce of such 
cond itions, a 100 k ilom etre trian gular 
speed task E ust to Hem et, Sou th to 
Hadec a rid Nor th wes t hack to Els i­
nor e was se t th e co ntes ta nts. 

M uc h to th e su rprise o f ever yo ne. 
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thi s task proved to he mo re d iffic u lt 
tha n was a nt ici pa ted a nd no one co m­
ple ted the course . Pa ul Bik le in h i" 
Sch weizer 1-23 and Em il Lehecka i n 
th e "Wha tsit" fell a h out 10 mi les sho rt 
o f com ple ting the ta sk, b ut, beca use 
the s peed fact or co u ld not he ap p lied, 
the scores a t th e end o f the firs t d a y's 
/l ~' i ng d id not in fluen ce the fi nal out­
com e. 

At the s ta r t o f the secou r] d a y' s 
Ilvinz the wea ther looked no ne too 
prom is iug, wi th a lo w inversi on and a 
mo is t So utheast airs trea m a lo ft. Sca t­
tered .u m ulus were fo recas t for Ca li­
Io rn ia. uncl thunders torms in Ar izo na. 
H o we~er . to co nfo und the [orecaste r-. 

The winn ing Joh n­

son jRJ-5 comb i­

na ti on wi th 

c r e w m a n Eric 

C r a i k a tt a ch i n g 

lowrope. 

Staff Photo 

th e pilo t ca re d to choose , in othe r 
words, a n " o pen" da y. Dick Jo hnson 
flying the HJ ·;) took th e lead , wh ich 
he held th erea fter, with a :12 1 mile 
Ilight to Mesa, Ari zo na . Lyle M axey in 
h is ne w sh ip llew 2 B3 mil es into 
Ne va d a a nd Pa ul l3ik le made Wi ck en · 
bu rg, Arizo na, fo r 2,1.- mil es. Hay 
Pa rker in the " T'in vm ite" mad e a ni ce 
221 m ile " oa ill ighi to Las Veg as, Ne · 
vada . (T h is mac h in e is reall v so me ­
th in g I; OW an d ro u will he in't (~resled 
to k no w that D r, Gus Huspet and Ha v 
Pa r ke r ha ve written the full sto rv of 
the tra us fo r mu lion of this s hi p I ; ) it s 
pre sen t cond ition, and th is s to ry , corn­
plet e wit h gra phs a nd pi ct ures, will 

this tu rned ou t to be the day wh ich 
provided th e lon gest flig h t of 'the co n­
test. The shor tcom ings o f th e arrange­
ments m ad e for th is con tes t were oh­
vious now when it took ov e r tw o h ours 
to la unch the fort y sa ilp lanes, instea d 
of th e one hou r on e would norma lly 
ex pect fo r s uch a j oh. T h is la ck (;f 
lau nch ing fa ci liti es-ai rc ra f t and ac· 
ccssor ies-c-woulcl appear to handicap 
com pet itors und uly as well as to in­
trod uce a luck Iac to r into th e fina l 
sco res. The latte r. of co u rse . is d e­
bat able, a nd it ca n' he a rgued t ha t t he 
luck elemen t wi ll cancel itsel f o ut over 
a pr olon ged per iod o f flying s uch as 
this. 

The ta k se t for the second d ay was 
a d is ta nce flight to whi chever po in t 

a ppea r III th e next Issu e o f SO AR­
ING.) 

Thursd a y th e 291h was a no ther ope u 
d a y with mediocre soa ring weathe r. 
J ohnson aga in m a de eas ily the longes t 
/light -to Boulder 21 S m iles. Paul 
Hikle repl aced Lyle M axe y in No .2 
positio n with a 66 mi le hop to I ndi o. 
a nd Maxey to ok Bikle's spot in th ird 
posit io n wit h 20 mi les to Hemet. Ha y 
Pa rke r did not Ilv a nd rem ained in 
fo u rth pos itio n . . 

Frid a y th e 30th. mai nt a ined t he 
up pe r I ~v el h igh over the Southwest ­
ern U. S. a nd cond itio ns ha d rlete r io r ­
a ted s ligh tly from th e previ ou s d ay. 
T he co n tes t com m ittee decl ared ye t a n­
othe r ope n d a y a nd J oh nson, arri ving 
hack mi d wa y throu gh th e launching 
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