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After list cn in u to L J. Ilt' ( ' \ ('~ urul 
./on Ca rs e ~ ' ~ i n l!i'n g tlu - la urels of llv­
iug from Crand Prai r ie. it was de­
('id('d hv tIl(' Iami lv that I was to 
~pe n d a ' wr-ck a t C', P. in a (' OIH ' I' U ­

tra tcd dTort a t trvin a for 111\' ::H l-mik-
Dia mon d f1 i!.!: ht. " ·> . 

We p ulle(l in to C.P. Air port Su n­
day a fll' rn oon_Au gust n, JUSI asT,:' .A. 
lI' a ~ I!ell ing in to fu ll ~win g opera tion. 
To ou r surprisi- an d hewildcr mcnt we 
witue sst'd the second f1i d lt of thr­
" Flying Plank." Even a f t ~r ~eei ng it 
I still don' t 1H'l i('\'(' it. I t looks good. 
thou gh. aud I do believe if its ha n­
dl('d ri ght it migh t become the i\lollt-I 
T of glid ing. r hclieve ni-xt to tI1l' 
"Flyin g P lank" and the hospitali ty of 
the T ....A. memb e- rs. the row of 10 
new T ha nga rs imprr-sscd nit' most. 
I un ders tand John Cnrsev de~i g ned 
them. Like a ll th ings th e Texa ns do. 
th ese han ga rs are difTe n~n t-strong . 
si mple and iucxpensi ve to hu ild . The 
aircr aft industry would do well to look 
into th is new Jon Carsey desi gn . 

Mondav. Aug ust 9.- th e "weather 
di dn't l o o~k too ~1'l' 1I so we de('icled to 
rest up a hi t, set up th e sh ip a nd he 
ready for flyin g T uesday. The eve­
nin g was spent a t Th e F'l ying \\1 
Hanch wh ere we enjoyed hamhu rge r~ 
over the open gri ll. hom e-mad e iCI " 
( ' I~eam and a ll th e tri mmi ngs . Wall y 
\\ Iyherg an d his wife June su re outdi d 
themselves in good old Texa n hospi­
lalit y sty le. Wall y :rave me some l1I ap~ 
and ou tline r] the poss ible d iamond 
distance flight s I could make from 
Crnnd Pra i ~i e. 

Onr first l rv at diamond d is tunce 
«umc Au gu st -10 , Tucsdav. We took 
on another crew mc mln-r-c-j un e ~T\ -; 

her )!. As th e week went by we fou ~d 
that June was an asse t to our team. 
She knew all the road s and ma naged 
to do ju st the r ight thing a t [he r ig ht 
lime, whic h is so im po rtan t in a good 
<Tell'. Ou r fi rs t goal was Ama r illo, 
Texas. We fell short lan dins at Ver­
non , T i-xas, a distan ce of 168 mile s 
an d (J h olll' ~ . 15 min utes from C .P , 
T he hi ghligh t o f th is fligh t was tIlt, 
la nd ing a t Vern on Airport. :pot land · 
ing with a sk id ('an !)(' d ifIindt al 
l im p~, f had 'firTured 0 11 lnndi Il!! a~ 

clo;;p as possihle to the end or" till' 
rtlllWav, As I touched dOWll, lo mI' 

su rp ri se I found till' ha rd top r unw ay 
was covered with ve ry sma ll, ro und 
" ra vel. T h is was as had as if it had 
be n cover ed with hall bearin g~ . 

I ga i l J(~ d abou t ten m ill'S [lcr hour 
us I hi t. It di dn' t tak e lon g fo r the 
cnrl of thr- ru nwa y to come up . It 
d id n' t look too good beyond the !'lid 
of the runw ay; th e ground wu » 
p lowed so it would cat ch any water 
durina a rain . ('s. I ov ersho t and ho. 
boy, what a rid e ! But Faciug my crew 
was worse mcd iriru -. They neve r did 
c e t over crr-wi nz me out of tha tb c-: 
plowed patch a t the end of the ru n-
way . WI' a r r- ived hom e a t 2: 00 A.1\-I. 
with 4 U~ mile" und er my crew's hp)t. 

\Vednpsdav rn or nin u. Auuust 11. 
J set my g~a l for Wic hi ta : Kansas. 
J Il eiv Irom G,P. to Okl ah om a City 
in th ree hou rs, a di~ ta nep of app roxi­
mately 200 miles. just a littl e un rlr-r 
70 mph. T his is tlu- fustc st I " \'1 ' 1' 

ha ve flown a ny di stance . I I' I was Ir-cl­
iug good with' m ysel ], th e tahl cs soon 
were to turn. for a t Oklahoma Citv I 
had flown out of weat he r. Bv turn in S': 
ha ck to th e lust th ermals 1 lI :l ~ able t ~ , 
prolong the flig ht uno tlu-r ;~ lh hour­
an d la nded a t Tul-». Oklahoma , Th i ~ 

anlOuntl'd 10 a gain of onlvl 9 mil es 
on l h l~ s tra ight "a ir lilll' d i ~laIJlT . T Ill' 
tota l di stunee \l'as 2/19 mi les a nd tl](' 
!'Iapsed time of the flight was () ho u r~ . 

:~ () m inutes. 
II wa ' On th is tr ip thaI nea r d i ~ · 

a~ t£'r wa~ mpt. Gray('£' . J Ul\(' Wyllt>rl:!. 
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Pho to : Jun e Sa rgent 

All the Flyin g Geh rJe in s excep t ' Little' Larry , who is now married, This is probably th e most 
e fficie nj\ soarin g ou tfJi\ in the co untry , co mp le te with its a ir-co nditi o ne d 

Ca d illac a nd kenn el for th e do g , 

and th « th re e kid ~ and dog, were t ruv­
(>Iing a long the T urner Turnpike in 
Oklahoma a nd like all glider pil ots. 
"he w as doin g abo ut 75 mph. Th e left 
rear tire on Ihr- ca r blew out a nd shr­
lost contro l. TIll' r- ur reversed d ire«­
l ions, the tra ilor to ng ue b rok e and 
Crav c (~ sai d th at the tr a ile r w ent sa il­
ing 'by her in t/1I' oppos ite directi on. 
T he tra iler hi! th e c('nler of the turn, 
pike a nd took orr th rongh the air as if 
on a ski j ump . It sailed clear across 
tIll' turnpi ke a nd the n another 40 feel 
throug h the ai r. corning lo rest going 
in th e op posi te di rection against a 
fl ~ nce . 

r rcm cm hcred tha I Bill Hcuhy Jived 
in T ulsa . A call to Bill and WI' soon 
had a welding torch , Bac k to th p 
Tu rn p ike and tra iler. a qu ick repai r. 
a nd hack to till' a irp ort for our sa il­
pla ne. By () .ao A.M. \I'!' wr-r t- a ll 
loaded and rcadv to tr avel back to 
G, P. to try twa in ' for tha t eve r -e- lus ive 
d ia mond .d i~i a nce . Bill Heubv su re 
proved hi mself tr ue-blu e on our neve r 
to-be-Ior gou en Hig ht to T ulsa . To da tr­
thi- is till' longest c rew tr ip II' C hay!' 
I' I'e!' mad e. T he record shows 91/1 
miles truvelr-d hv ca r. 

\V >ar r ived b:lck from Tul sa Thur ~­
da y ( ~ \'£'n in g a l 6 :00 P .M. We all took 
sh~ w ers un'(i again lasted some of Ih(' 
\Vylle r:r hosp ita lit, wherc \l'e met and 
s!wnt a pleas ant cveuing with tIll' 
Jacksons fro m DI'nrl JO rn _ M i l ~ h i ga l l. 

a nd Ju ne an d \Vully \Vdwrg. 
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