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Fo r so me time I had co ns idered 
soa ring oyer Pikl'" Peak, and Iinullv 
the flight too k pial'!' on August 28 
stu rt in j; wi th a 10"" 400 foot winch 
tow. (T hose " m us t-h uve-un-u oro- two ­
for-soarin g" typl',,- please note . Ed , l 
I found a wt-uk th er mal a l th r- en d of 
Lhl' tow and workr-d it np to 2.000 
ft. l hcn head ed Lowa rd LI1(' lower 
mountu ins jU ~L Lo tlu- Wl's Lof th t- a ir­
port. I foun d hctter lift th e rt- and hl" 
fo rr- lon e [ wa s wo rki mr th i-rm ul s 
whi ch ~ I\ owl'd a ru tt- of «liruh of 
.uoun d 1.500 ft. pl'!' minute. [ put on 
the oxygcn a t 11.00() ft. and we n t on 
lip to 16.500 ft. whic h wus gl'lti nl,! 
pn -ttv c lo~l' Lo clo u d husi-. P ikr- Pl'ak 

Dav e Johnson bu ilt th e winch whic h lau nch ed 
him on this epic night , It is use d by th E' De n, 
ver Soaring Club of which Dav e is a me mbe r, 

look ed lib, it wouldnI Iw Loo much 
of a jo h Lo fly OYn from this po in t, 
so I plun n erl Lh l' a ttac k, 

Since the winds aloft hi-ru nearly 
ulwavs r-ome from till' 1l'('st or soull;­
II'I'~ t ' I thou ght it wou ld bl' be tter to 
work aronnd the peak an d keep ~( , I'­

eral mi les awa y lint il I wa~ on th .­
upw ind side. The clou d pa u r-ru sub­
sta ntia ted th is idea "0 I hcuded 
a rou nd th t- nor th s idl' 0\'('1' I -te Pass. 
findi ng good therm a ls all the way . 
When [ go t over \Vood lan d Pea k 
I was on the n orth we~ t "ide o f Ihe 
peak an d nl'e dl'd mon ' altit ude hl'fon , 
head ing for iL There Wl,re no cum u­
lus clou ds nea r the peak hut about 
~ i x miIPs west of it a niel' looking 
one wa" forming. I head ed for t hi~ 
eumu[us Ivhieh '1'115 qui tl' a dista nce 
away, with hope of findi ng a thl'rmal 
or two on till' way hUL nOlll' show l'd 

22 

up. As [ li as ge ll ing ne a r th is h i!! 
clo ud I had v isi on s of ha ving to land 
in the h idl mea do ws uca r Divide if 
I d id no! fin d l if t. Mv alti tude wa~ 
n o t n ,r y h igh above ' ~round ;; iIW ( ~ 
p'oulld elevatio n on th is side was 
a round 8.000 ft. I finallv hi t sorm­
lu irlv wl',;k lift but afte r ; Iew turns 
it picked up a lill ie helle!', a nd bef ore 
long it wo rk ed int o a really good 
thermal wh ich W lI S going righ t up int o 
the cloud. I work ed this one ri ght np 
to cloud hasc a t 17,000 fed . 

As far as I cou ld ~ee th is wou ld Iw 
Lhe Ilt'~ t place to sta r t over the pea k, 
an d things loo ked pretty good from 
th is alti tud e. with th e pea k din'l'tl y 
a hea d an d Colorado Sp ri ngs he-yon d. 
I head ed a nt towa rd th« H,110ft. 
summ it with hope o f find ing some 
li ft o ve r Ihe top . As I was gctt in!! 
/,Iosl'r I tr icd to mak e oul the wind 
di rcc tion an d velocity from the fl ag~ 

Oil to p of th e sum mit house and th (,y 
appl'ared Lo iud ica te a ligh t wi nd 
fro m lh r- sou th wes t . I !!ot ove r till' 
peak with 1(,,500 ft. on my a lti m e te r. 
whi ch was a goo d ma rg in for ('0111 ­

fort. 

Th ere was no Iift over th e top , a~ 

I thou ght there migh t he, except for 
so m r- re duced sink in which l ei rcled 
lo s('e if it wonld sh ow li l t, hut it 
didn' t. I would huve likt-d to put O il 

a soa r ing de mons tra tion for th « v isi­
tors on the peak bu t with no lift I de­
cided it would he better to go on ovr-r 
the lee s ide toward Co lorado Sp r ings. 
As I had expected the re was q ui te a n 
a rea of downd raft on the Ice s ide fo r 
several miles. I lost aro und 5,000 ft. 
in abo ut five miles hut still had good 
a ltitude to reach the lift o f the cumu­
lus d ouds near my s ta r ting po int. 
I soared for abont an ot her ho ur Ihl'll 
('anw into till: ui rpor t for a la ndi ng 
a fter a very en j oyable flight. 

I might add tha t th e P ine Va lll'Y 
Airpor t u,;ed by the De nver So a r in!! 
Club and mys elf for winch tow ope ra­
tions all su~ mer , il' pa rt o f the lund 
that th e Air Acad emy has eh o~ l 'n fo r 
iLs si It>. 

INTE RESTING 
GLIDERS 

ny .11"1110 TSI"l : II IY .~ 

( /·;d.-" !V il l e: Fill' ul m ost II year tlris 
('1I / 1I11111 luis licen. icrittcn. by l' et cr ill . 
llouiers , Soa ring rcu drrs u.il! be ,wn ry 
I II k no w tliat M r . Boiocr» lurs I)(~ (, II 

in j u red in a /axyillg fracas in vol uiu]: 
a 1II0 /or car, and will all u.ish him I; 

sJH'l'dy r e/:oz;/· r y . T h e p ictu re In-lou : 
s h. II w., ;lj r . nII W I : r s ' " nII r r II u: C d 
/le rl.mell C-J IIf ler 1/ car IJ/ou;Nl into 
it . B oil. car a nd plu u» "/J//ll ni ) rie­
grr:l:s [ ro m Ihc i , ll / JII I'/ , , ,'- III IIS C Iii» 
oun. tcortls .] 

lIuriug th e SenHl d World War th(· 
J ap all!'';l, m an u fa ctured mall )' tyP('s 
of glidns, ma inl y fo r till' ini t ial t rain ­
illg of power pilots. T he best known 
wurr : the KI -1. I [T·7 a nd KH-g. uud 
the ;\lXY5 lI ~ed by tlw S a,,)' as a 
troop truus po rt. 

T he K U-7 wu» si mila r Lo l lu- C(' r­
ma ll GO-2/12 and lI'a~ us(,d for Iruu - ­

po rt in jr troo ps a nd ta nks. This rna­
«hiue hud a hpal')" wi ng loud ing and 

The Japane se S M-2 06 

la r!!e asp ect ra tio , a nd IISl'd til!' co m­
pou nd lurninur ucrofo il used by till' 
!ollg range plan( , A-2(l. T hl' maxim um 
\!Iidl' ra tio li as 20 Lo 1, milli mull1 
~ 'i n k was 2 mdn's per s('con d, an d it 
cou ld eurn- all g·ton La nk or ;'\2 fully 
eq uippe d ;o l dier~ . ' 

The K I·105 Iva" a pO Il'l'red Ye rsion 
I)f the K1I-7 and n ~ed HA-26 950 
ho rse pown r nginl''' , Thi~ machi lle 

( (.'11 11 1111 11 1'.1 1111 1'(lKI: '27 ) 

S O ARING 




