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Barney Wiggin , with Stan Sm ith , th e Sch­
we izer 2-25 pilot, on th e dock at Montreal 

prior to e mbarkation . 

N eve r in th e h ist o ry of W orld S oa r­
in g Competiti on s di d so man y fin e 
a nd si nce re peopl e do so much work 
with so Ir-w appa re n t rewa rds as d id 
a llr host s o f th e 195!(. con tests a t 
G rea t H u ckl ow, Jul y 21-:\ugust :1, 
195'1. Along wi th us a nd represen ta ­
t ives fro m 17 o th er co u n tr ies th ey 
fou nd fri g id ity a nd fluid frustra t io~ . 
Carnphill b ecame " da m p hi ll" as pe r­
s iste n t fog , dr izzle, w in d and ra in kept 
a ll bu t the Sc h we ize r a ircra ft di sas­
se m ble d m ost o f th e t im e a nd sto re d 
in th eir sn ug trail ers. Co ld s ta t is t ics 
sh ow th at only sev en sa ilp la nes o f th e 
,13 c o m p e t in g were abl e to sco re 
points on th e fou r offic ia l con tes t 
days. And so m e of th ese points we r e 
as sha rp as mash ed p ota toes (whi ch 
will be fur th e r expla ined ) . 

Statistics a lso sho w th a t our tea m 
pl aced wel l. In fa ct we h a d a u r h igh­
es t tea m sco re ever ob ta ine d in inte r­
nat ional co m pe tit io ns . Th is in spi te of 
th e fa ct th at we sc o re d in o nly e ig ht 
o u t of twelv e po ss ib le pe rio ds . De­
pend in g on how th e co m pet it o rs are 

g r ou pe d ou r team p la ced seco nd a ll 
posi tio n or th i rd h as [ ~ d o n poi n ts . \~V [' 

h a d th e men . th e shi ps an d a ll hu t th r­
b reaks to ha ve placed fir st in both 
ca letror ies c-- us a team. a nd as i ndi ­
vid uLa l cha m p io ns as w(:II. 

I II my a nalysis th ere is no o ther 
vi llain but til[' wea ther. l n m y not es 
th ere is eve rv o flic ia l figure on it fo r 
bo th th e pract ice pe r iod a nd th e a c­
tu al co n test. But let me su m ma r ize it 
b y an ecd ot e: A n e ld e rly i\I i ~s of th e 
n eighborhood o n r ea ching h er l02lld 
hir thday ill ea rl y A ug us t wa s asked 
b y th e p ress to make rem arks whi ch 
m igh t be o f int e rest. W I1:.1 t sho uld she 
r ema rk a bout? Wh y any th ing a t a ll. 
cu rren t eve n ts fo r exa m p le . T Ill' sage 
la d y looke d a t he r ra in-st re aked win­
do w an d rcma rked -c-r l 've ne ve r se e n 
such a s t i n k i n a su m mer in a ll IIl \ ­

li fe ," . 

The SUIl sho ne wu n lv as the E IIl ­

p r ess o f F ra nce sli d t hr ou g h t h e' 
murky Me rs ey to her unl oud in g da rk 

Af te r a fev erish 4 th 
o f J u ly at Sc h ­
we iz e r's , ship s an d 
tra ilers hit th e trail 

for Camphi/l. 
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a t L iverpool, As th e su ilplu ncs ca m" 
up th e ha tch , down came th e ra in. 
Thereaf te r i t ra ine d a t some ti me o r 
o the r every d ay we remai ned in E n!!· 
land. ' , , 

It wa s a lo vel y da y f ro m Live rpoo l 
to Ca rnp h ill. N a viga to r Goo d ha r t, h is 
ac u ity d ull ed in con fl ic ts w ith th e 
teaming t rn lli c ci rc les of Wa:;h ington , 

p r o mp tly go t 10 t in the env iro ns o f 
i\Ia nd lCs te r. He d id n ' t te ll us h e go t 
los t. The seco n d ti m e a round th e c itv 
with the sa me Ilock o f ~ hel'p heing 
d r iven d ow n the sa me ma in st reet. 
till: sa m e seq ue nc e of p rutl y fr o nt ­
yard flower gu n k n,.., th e sa me sh o p­
ping ce n te rs a ppea r ing aga in a nd we 
a ll kn ew WI' we re lo st. cu m ulus 
clo ud to s ta rhou r d go t l\'iek ha ck o n 
co u rse . In no time a t a ll we were in 
th e la nd o f the s to ne wall s. 

In th e goo d-na tu rl'd h url y burl y of 
mectin sr o ld an d ne w fa e [ ·~ . siun irur 
papers : ~ drawi ng heddi ng a ll ot~ ('ni~ 
a nd wa tchi ng a few s h ips a lread y a ir­
borne we ca rne to t h[ ~ end uf \Vl'dl ll'~­

d a y, Jul y ltt th with a cOll\ ' irH:ing d cm­
o ns tra t io n o f the D arwin Hypo thesis 
o n the surviva l of th e fill est .. . till' 
you ng fol ks ha d th e cura va ns ( t ra il­
e rs) whi le D r. Ma cC rca dY, S r. . a n d 
yo urs tru ly we n ' wr ap ped up in dam p 
te nt s . W alt Ha us le r wise in th e way ~ 

of th e wo rld b rou ght h is o wn ca ru­
va n . HU"h \V hitn e~' o r rath e r H U"htr: .. 
T h e In d ispe nsah lc (a n ea r ned tit le ) 
wi th p ity in hi s hea r t sha re d lhc ten t 
wi th me, 

T h u rsd ay was a da y o f traged y. A 
n ew .a ilp lun c. the A us trian Zu gvogl'l. 
took o fT with A lo is H uscnkuop l a t th r­

co n t ro ls . It wus a fa i r sou rin a d uv 
with large pa tches o f b lue sky h,:;we l';l 
co nvec t ive ce lls, A ppa re n tly a wing 
ca me o fT whi le f1 yillg in c lo u d . T he 
pi lo t left th e sh ip bu t was too low fo r 
h is pa rac h ute to become dledin~ . 

\Ios t o f us did n't lea rn of th e acci­
den t u ntil th e fo llowi ng day . Pos:;i­
b ly th e II1 0~ t im press ive eve n t o f th e 
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