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ASSOCIATION'S FIRST YOUTH TRAINING CLA SS 

by E. J. R F.E\' F.S 

Eu r h this vear 'L 'A un dert ook it 's 
fir st ff;rmaliz'ed p i lot tr a in inu of a n 
entire class of e ig ht you ngste rs. Here­
tofore over a period of se vera l yca rs 
we had g ive n pilot tra in ing to a n um ­
her of you ngs te rs, III ix inl! th em in 
more or less wit h the instruction we 
were givi ng adu lt mem bers o f o u r as­
soc ia tion. It wa s somc th ing o f a h it 
o r mi ss p rog r a m me in tha t no ce r ta in 
schedule of traini ng pe r iods were es· 
t a hl is he d. But th e yo u n gs t e rs in ­
vo lved were th e eager k in d wh o had 
in fo r ma lly attached th em selves to our 
o pe ra t ion and were willin g to do an y 
so rt of work a nd fo r end less hours , 
j ust for the possible cha nc e o f a h i t 
of pilot in strucl ion. 

Thi s kind o f e n th us.ias m is, o f 
co urse, not to be deni ed , a nd it goes 
without say ing tha t th ese fe llo ws and 
g irl s were, wi t hout except io n, soloed , 
i\lost of them st ill fi r with us a nd an' 
so me of our fin est young pilots, 

\Ve reco gn ized , o f eou r-e , th at this 
was d oing it th e hard. Ila y - espe­
ciallv for the k ids. O u r a m bi t io n was. 
a nd ~ t i ll is for that matt e r. to ze t wit h 
it in a u orderl y, cons is te ;lt ,;;]([ pro· 
du ct ion-Ii ne manner . 

J ock Forbes. Iorrner Briti sh Soa r ­
in g Cha m p io n 'a nd fo rme r C FI a t th e 
lloyal A ir Force Gl id ing Ins truc to rs 
Sc h oo l in Engla nd , had taken up resi ­
den ce in our com munity . H e, there­
fore, was ideall y su ited to th e job of 
leading th is flight tr aining g r oup . s 
with a ll g r eat soar ing men as fa r as 
we kno w, Forbes was read y, wi lli ng , 
an d able, to co ntri hnte h is hest e ffo rts 
10 teach 'a youngs ter h ow to fl y. 

Ably assi st ing Forbes has been a 
g ro up of o ur top p ilo ts, SOllie with 
cxpcrien ce i ll inslrueliun in g lide rs 
nearly as ex tens ive as F o rbes , an d all 
ce rtain ly with th ai sa me wi ll ingness 
to ass is t a ho y or ~i rl in their desi re 
to kno w sO Ill~ t h i ng of the sc icuce o f 
fly ing . A long with li lt' fligh t in s truct o r 
gro up o the r T 'A ' en; ca rne fo r wa rd 
just as will in gl y to co n l ribu te th e ir 
e ffo rts in record keeping , launc h ing 
a ud o ther hard hut necessarv work in 
co nnect io n wit h a slll oo th" ru nn ing 
and dlici cnt pilot t raini ng operu t iu u. 

Our fi rst problem II<I S th e procure­
meut of inte rest ed tru inees. Cert a iulv 
th ere wus no shor tna e of th is ra w 1111;­
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ter ia l, fo r in ou r conuuu ni ty , as we 
pres ume in a ny co nu n un ity in Amer ­
ica, we foun d, no t se v ral , hut hun­
d re ds o f fin e you ngst e rs who are 
mo re th a n t:ager fo r s uch an o ppo r­
tunity to ga in eve n a litt le k no wledge 
o f av iat ion . 

Ou r problem the n wa s the se lect inn 
of a limited group o f yo ungs ters wh o 
wo uld , in ou r opinion , best fit our 
s itua t io n a t th is lillie an d du r ing th is 
semi-exper imen ta l st age of our p ilot 
tr a in in g p ro g ram m e. 

\VI' we re m ost fo rtu nat e in th is re o 
spec l. \Vc were o f the de fin ite convic­
t ion th a t flig h t t ra ini ng s ho uld , i f pos· 
s ih le, be ca rr ied o u t in co n ju n ·t io n 
with a well rou nded gro ulHi sc h oo] 

Stan d i ng behind 
t heir i n st ru cto r s 
a r e s i x of t h e 
you ng stud ents. 

Wer e u h t a i n e d an d w e w er e i n 
bu s iness. 

Beca use of th e sa ilp la nes ava ila ble . 
two S ch we izer TG· ;) s lind one T G-2, 
II" u nd er took t r a ini ng b y th e t wo­
pl ac e method, F u r rea son s o f ecou­
omv we d id a ll la unch iugs by pow er 
winch . a Ge rm a n built P fe iffe r, 01" 
c ra ted exclus ivelv b v J ock P ow ell and 
P h il Eas ley . Fo'r tu'na te ly Forbes in 
Br it a in a mI E llr ope , ami Sc h warze n­
ber ge r in S witze r la nd , had h ad ex le n­
s ive c x p e r i e nc e w ith th is t yp e of 
la unchin g ill s tud en t t raiuiu g ope ra , 
Lio ns . O ur other flig h t in st ru ct ors, 
W a lly W ilbe rg an d Del Reed . fe ll ill 
II it h th e operu tio u with no difficult y 
wha tever . 

co urse. Proper g r o un d schooling in 
bas il: a v iati on would he most dil licult 
fo r us to h r in g ofl, th is for rCIlSO IlS 
so nhvi ou s they wi II not b l ~ m en t i one r] 
he re . T hen it ;I'as tha t we lea rned of 
a t leas t o m, pub lic high sc h ool i ll o u r 
m idst coud uct ing Il class i ll uvia t ion. 

M r. Ch arles A . Be .k hum , a [\ia\'\" 
vet era n, a nd i n s tr u c to r in" D all as' 
\Vood r~w \Vi lson H ig h School. ha d 
more o r less on h is O W II initia ti ve o r ­
ga ll ized a s ma ll class ( for la ck o f a 
la rg r class roum ) ill b as ic uerouaut i­
ca l subject s . l t wa s to hi m we wen t in 
q uest o f trainees, Th is iu te l l i g e n t 
yo u llg teach er em b r aced the ideuI m­
medi a te ly, hut subject to the co nsent 
o f h is su pe riors a nd the pa ren ts of h is 
s t udents . and pr ovided . o f l'OllrSt'. 
th a t hi s yo ullg s tude n ts W I~IT in te r ­
es ted . Present ed l o th e s tud en ts, th l' 
proposi tion ca rried b y cxa l; tl y JDO 
per C' II I. A lso , the o the r pcr mi ss io ns 

O lily two of our heginne rs had re­
re ived previo us flight in st ruct ion, one 
with a n hour a n d a ha lf a nd the o the r 
with u hi t m o r e . NOlle h ad eve r flown 
ill a g lide r and several had nev er been 
up. A f te r tho rou gh iu struc t i o n in 
g round halldlill g a nd coc kp it proce­
d ures. th e\ wert: laun ch ed Oil fir st 
f1i ght ~ oce"upyill g th e rea r co m part­
me nt, These launch es se n t th em to 
heights of 1,000 to 1,.jOO fee t, depend­
ing 0 11 w ind force und di r ecti on. 

The tra in ing schedules \I' ere se t for 
th e h ou rs 10 :00 to J:1;00 0 11 eac h S un ­
d ay, that beina th e only d a y when the 
e n tire tra in in g co n tingen t, h oth stu­
de n t <1111 1 in struct ors. cou ld co nve u­
ien tlv he 0 11 lunul . Ea ch s t udent wa s 
to If)' three «onscc utive limes eac h 
S und u v a nd th en 110 ilio n) till tb e Iul­
1,, \1ing :-lnnday. Se lect iun ba d been 
haserl Oil g rades a tta ine d ill Mr. Beck­
hum's g ro und schoo l c lasses, th e HUIll, 
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