
Fred Hoinville .. Aussie " soaring ace. 

lias th e ~.S.A . realized th e fu ll u n r] 

l'ulure meaning of th e presen t t re nd 

to limit the field at W' orld Co n te.its to 
as few as l wo pilot s per nati on ? 

T he numhcr o f n ut ions cumpe ting 
is gro wing eve n ' yea r. In jlJ,"i2 it was 
up til IH. T h is yea r it appea r,; to he 
20 . Wh at will it 1.(: in j() ;,) <i '~ 

\XTe mu st a ll eOllce de that n o nut io n 
tu n ac cep t a n unli m ite d num be r o f 
eu t ri es : that s iu lp l) means thaI 1\" 

m us t anu lvzc th e p r oh leu i» unr l so lve 
thom iu a ma un or tha t will Ill' h ot h 
fa ir a nd pru ct icn l. 

T he p rob lems a re n ta IlY. It is no t 
si m ply a ma iler of uuwi eld y num bers, 
a lt houg h th at is th e oh\' io u ,~ a nd hu s ic 
po in r, Ot he r di ff icu lties include such 
ma tte rs as whether a hae kwa rrl g lid­
ing co u ntry shou ld be a liowcd th e 
same numher of en tries as a verv a d ­
va nced cou nt r y : th e sta uda rrl of' sk i II 
and exper ience to Ill' requi red of a ll 
entra n ts : IIherher th e one -se a ter and 
two -sca ler c o n tes ts should he ru n on 
together o r se pa ra te d; ho w III reduce 
th e con fus ion a nd delays ca used In 
v e r v - l o n g - d i s t n n c e r etri e v e s o n 
st ra ight d ist un ce co ntes ts ; how to re­
du ce th e cost to each e n tran t. wh ic h is 
now prohi hit ive to pil ot s who live 
tho usa nds o f miles awuv : ho w to 
ma ke it po ss ib le to acce, ; t - in ure en­
tri es without ove rburden ina the host 

'" c o u n t r y ; h o w l o g iv e r e a s o n ab l e 
equa li ty of opport un ity' to a ll en tra n ts . 

The Be A ( FA I a p pr oved) dec ision 
10 accep t on ly iJO un l r ies in I r),'i4 was 
fo rce d h y lJec ( ~ ssit )' . The re a re ve r y 
fe\I' c o un tri e~ wh ic h co u ld h a n d le 
more eJlie i ·n tly; d eo;pite ce r tai n ad­
va n tage", S pa in co uld ba rel y hand le 
.'i(i , So at fi rs t o;i[!hL it sccmo; likely 
lhat th e n umher wi llll o t b e in creased 
(~ xeep t 0 11 excep tiu na l oceas ions. Let 
us see h ow the oll w r faclo rs maY m od ­
ifv th is Vi('II. . 
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T o ],(:g in with, Il l' co u ld muke ti ll' 
p resent n u m her o f e n tr ies m o re eHee · 
t ive Ill' eli min a ting th e Hunui es, the 
inexpe r ie nced novices who gu m h o i 
happ il y a ll ov e r th e co un tr ys ide , ge l· 
tin g ex per ience a t th e ex pense of Dia ­
mon d C g ra de pi lo ts fro m ot her COUII ­
t r ies whu an' cro wded o u t . T o do Ihi s . 
we h a ve ou r cho ice of two meth ods. 
E ithe r we sho u ld proporti o n th e II II 1Il ­

he r of eut ri es fo r ea ch c o u n t rv to the 
s la nrlard of a lirl iuz ill th at countrv o r 

~ ..-' '-' '" , 
dema n d a milch hi ghe r pe rs ona l stan d­
a rd from eac h eu trv. T he S ilve r C was 
;.\ les! of hi gh llJe l:il wh en it wu s d l' ­
v ise d, hut with todavs advu nces in 
soa r imr k no wled ge a/ ;d sa ilp la ne e lli­
« ie nc y, it ha s hec u m c m ca n ingless . 
A ll)' no vice ca n s it .') h ours on a s lo pe . 
and o il a good day, a s ing le t he r ma l 
ca n ~ i \'(~ d is ta nce a nd he igh t r euu ir e­
men ts . S u re lv it is wo rse tha n [arci­
cal that a o ne-Ilig ht novice from N i ­
ger ia , wi th no t eve n the in ten t ion o f 
con te nd ing seri ous ly. ca n di spla ce th e 
th ir d·he:,l pil o t o f L". S. A. o r Fruuc r­
o r Brit ain '! 

Il<: r hap,; lIT cou ld de mand a n u hs o­

lut e m in im um o f one L')O m ile flight 
o r t\I O lOO m ile flight s u r the ir m el ri c 
a p prox ima t ions . Ce rta in ly we sho uld 
insi st that. e ve rv e u l ru n t is a se r io us 
a m i wor th y co nlender. 

Could we hand le mo re e n tr ies III 
seplra t in!! the two-sea te r event a nd 
hol d ing it in tlu- a lte rn a te yea r he ­
l ween S o lo W or ld Ch a mp ious h ips 'f 
T his wo ul d a lso rai se the p restige o f 
th is eve nt hv all o wing th ' wo r ld 's to p 
pi lots Lo e u le r bot h even ts ins tea d o f 
c ho osi ng be twee n th e lll - wh ic h n l­
mos t inev i tuh ly in eu n s ch oos ing th e 
so lo co n tes t. 

The delav- and co n fusions of verv 
lun g rctci cvcs ca n Iw a lmost en t i rel ~' 
elim ina ted hy fo llo wing th e sp ns i b l~ 
lea d of th e Cc rllla n g lid in g uuth o r i­
I ios, who hav e devi sed cu n l es ts based 
c n t irl'l y' Oil ·in :ui t. flyin g, s o th at m os t 
g lide rs lund ha ck a l !ton IC hHse each 
l1av. an d 11ll' o the rs are never more 
t lu; l; a few mil es uw a y, us ua ll~' less 
lh all 30 m ile5. Th is a lso g ives pi lo b 
nw r e r ' s t a nd p r e ve nt s th e ov e r ­
whelm i lllY fati g ue \I"hich hand ieDp5 so 
m a n y pi lol s unde r the p resen t syste m . 
wh i lt ~ lea vi ng o tlll' rs quite fr esh . 

This svs te m a lso qu ite o hvious lv 
redu ces alt c on tes t ex penses to a [r a!.:. 
t io n of p re sen t cos ts . C irc u it flights 
ca n in cl ud e s uc h test s as Goal a nd 
R eturn , Tri an gula r S peed Tes t, Di s­
tance a ro u nd a closed cou rse . If 11 

s t ra ig h t d is tance flighL is wanted, it 
c u u be la st OIl the progra m . 

T r a vel co" ls for overseas eu tru u ts 
(:a n on ly he red uced hy lett in g th em 
fly local g lider", in st ea d o f hring in g 
th ei r o wn. T his ca n on lv be d one if 
s u itab le g lide rs are numerous a nd 
che a p . Eq ua l oppo r tu u ity depe nds on 
l im ita t iou of ~ l i ders to a fixed Glass 
ea tegory, m ore th an uuy th iug el se . 

If th a t ca tego r y is "mall and c heap, 
th ey sho uld SOOIl he n ume rous en oug h 
lo be s u pp l ie d to ove r s c a s en tra n t" 
too. The smal le r th ey a re . th e m ore o f 
th em can be handled a n d so th e m ore 
en t r ies can he pe rmi tted . 

T he Schweizer 1-2<i an d t1 H ~ Fa uve l 
are ex ce lle n t e xa m ples o f o ue -class 
g liders which ma y soon help to so lve 
this problem hy th e n um bers of each 
wh ich lIla y soo n he huilt ill m osl 

co u nt ri es . 

F o r a s tar t , \1' (' wo u ld do verv \1 e ll 
to as k the FAr to re cogn izo a e:lmp e. 
tit ion cl ass Lased on th ese two rna­

chines. an d seek to ha ve them used for 
fu ture con tests. wi th ot he rs o f s im ila r 
·s ize . 

La ter, I ho pe 10 see a n even sm a lle r 
class buill und recogn ized , for 1 h e­
lieve that. in add itio n to " build ing 
up" o ur best g liders to th e ultim at e 
in perfor m ance, we sho u ld a lso " bu i ld 
dow n" to th e ultim a te in c heapne ss 
a nd handiness . O n ly thus ca ll w« be 
al wa ys a head of o u ~ pr oblems. 

:J)ic/ u: .x.: 5Iwl... 
On e out of ev ery 50 Australian Glid er 
pil ot s ha s a Gold C? 

On e o ut of ev er y 10 ha s a Silver C? 

The Australian Distance Record is 260 
miles? 

The Heig ht Recor d stands a t 24,000 fe et? 

!earn more of the ac tive glidi ng move ­
ment "do wn und er" by subscribing to 

"Australian Gliding" 
Journal of	 th e Gli ding Federation 

of Australia . 

Publ ished Monthly. Subscription fo r 
U.S.A. and Canada, $1.50 per yea r 
including po stage. 

Editor, ALLAN ASH,
 

3, Bowden St re e t, No rth Parra malta ,
 
New South Wales, Australia
 

3 




