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On Sa tu rda y m orning , Fe brua r j 
27, a ve ry cheer y sce ne was s hap in lT 

up a t T OHREY PINES GLIDEH· 
PORT. A low prt~ss un~ wea the r sys­
tem had just moved inl an d. lea vin g 
hright su ns h ine and sca tte red d o uds 
ov er hea d . On the field. g lider pi lots 
a n d the-ir c re ws were s c u r ry ing 
a round stumhling over spec ta to rs 
tr yin g to ge t se tu p befo re s ta r ting 
ti me. At 9 ::30 u.m , all hands ga the re d 
in th e ACCSC club hou se fo r th e 
pilo ts meet ing. Hules and regula ti o ns 
were g one ove r, scor ing syste m ex­
plaiu ed, gr ipes a ir ed, an d a ll p ilot s 
drew takeoff o rde r Irom numbers in 
a hal. J ohn WI ills. mee t direct or, 
wish ed a ll hest o f g reen a ir a nd th ~ 
con tes t was OIl. Ve rn Hutchi nson was 
fir st man off . fo llo wed closelv h v D Oll 

S tev ens. P a~1 Bikle. Bill I va·ns . 'a nd a 
host of ~ t hers . As rapidly as t h~ wi nch 
wire co uld be to wed hack, a no the r 
sh ip hi t th e a ir. Gliders were ewr y­
wh er e up a nd d own th e clifls a id ed hy 
a stiff W kn ot breeze th at kep t a ll 

s h ips a lo ft II it h case. T he wind was 
spa nk in g the :350-fo o t-h ig h sea led ge 
r igh t on i ts Iac ' . By I :()O p .m . th e 
durat ion eve n t was al read y sh aping 
into the top spec ta to r in teres t ca tc her. 
[Jon S te ve ns, fly ing his beautiful red . 
wh ite a nd blue Babv Alba tross wa s 
se t t in g th e pace fur' to p t im e a loft, 
foll o wed hv Bikle a nd Iva ns in 
Sch weize r i - 2~ ' s . Brown flyin g h is 
flalt op T C 2 , Bell in flatt op LK, 
Grella in a Baby, " t ig lmc ie r in hi s 
S uper A lba tross were all in th ere 
press ing th e lead ti me men . 

T om Cla rk, flyi ug Stigl em e ie r's Pit 
sna tched to p a t ten tion fr om the r idge 
soa r ing liy doing a n unsched uled 
ae r oba tics sho w, Fau lt I ' eleva to r co n­
trol s were d iscove red 1J~ ' T om when he 
an d passenger were so ;ne :~ O () fee t up 
on winch low. T he v fle w hest thev 
co uld with out e leva lor co n trol, g u id­
in g th e sh ip with rudder ami try inf! 
to sl ow her rlo wn II ith spoiler b ra ke . 
The sh ip went oJI winch tow r ig h t up 
to full s ta ll. n osed downand went 
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Winners Circle - The eighth annual Paci fic Mid-Winter Soaring Champion­
ships. L. to R.: Bililvans, Dick Lyon, Glider Q ueen Dolo res De Candia, Champion 
Paul Bikle, Bob Brown, Duke Mancuso. 

Jim Spurgeon- Sparkplug of the San 
Diego group, the A.G .C.S.c. 

wo nli llg r ight oH th e c li ll , It ca me 
back to two full s ta lls , th e la st o ne 

wa s a full wh ip , Followed hy a huge 
loo p. The I'H came out over th e wat er 
a t ahout ::i() feet d oing so me I ::iO mil es 
per hour, th en T om hit th e spo ile r 
and fa n ned rudd er, forcing th e ship 
d OlI n in wai st deep Pal:if ic Ocea n. 
Bo th he a nd h is passen ger waded o ut 
wi tho u t a scra tc h . Boh Froni ous a lso 
lost hi s Hohin tr yin g to ge t a c ross­
c o u n t rv bac k to hi s home field. He 
ended 'up t r yin g to thread a ca nyon 
a nd ran out o f li ft lin d a lt it ud e a t th e 
same m oment, r igh t ove r a pond . Roh 
II ill probahly rc-ehr ist en the Hohi n 
to "TIlt: D uck ." 

Meanwhile, the d ura ti on even t was 
g ri ndi ng on. S tevens sti ll lead in g. 
Bik le seco nd , [vans th ir d. S tevens ha d 
forgo ll cn th a i our meet r uns until 
.'i:()() p .n!. on Sa tur rluy, so th inkin g 
a ll sco r ing sto pped a t 4 ::'W, he (Jell 

on to /1:.::;() th en ca me floating d own to 
land , on ly to di scover his e r ro r a nd 
find out th at h is lea d was just 4 min ­
ut es sho r t of winnin g sh ou ld Bikle 
s ta y up ' ti ll .::; :00 . Bikle m urle il uru l 
a t th e last minute, he and l vu ns 
s t r uc k ou t fo r di st ance poi nt s by head ­
ing d Oli n th e bea ch , hoth la nd ing a t 
;) :00 on the n ose. 

On S un da r . [<'ebrua r \' 2H. a hca vv 
fog hun g 01T ~ilO re a ll c!<{y IOI;g. \Vim!'" 
were ligh t a nd th e spec ta to rs were 
th r illed hy spo t la nd ings, bomb drops, 
an ti 11 terri fic ueroba tic du el bet ween 
Hikle and lvuns, h oth flyi ng the ir 
1-2:r,.: . Th e: meet oflieia llv cl osed a l 
.oo p .m . an d a t 4 : 10 t h~ s pecta to rs 

"ould n' t find the ir ca rs ; the fog wa" 
so thick. 

T wen ty-seven pi lo ts Ilvinz 17 alid­
~ r:; t' 

ers. of which 12 we re tw o-pl ace. had 
reully put on a sh ow. 

All eve nts were op en to th e Cal l ­

rest ant s , d ura tion, a lt i tude, sp o t land ­
t Contin ucd ott l'a."1' :22) 
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