
A REPORT ON THE
 

SCHWEIZER 1- 26
 

The Prototype 1-26 taking off on its maiden flight at Chemung County A i rpo rt 

with the author at the control s. 

The ]·26 has a ro use d F< O much in­
te rest a nd so man y com men ts a nd 
quest ion s that it seemed that nn a r ticle 
was in order to help ex pla in this p ro· 
ject, This it' th e stor y of how th e 1-26 
ca me to be, and it brings yo u up-to ­
date, with th e prot ot ype actively fly. 
ing. We have used portion s of o ur 
1-26 R ep ort since this is a n important 
part of o ur progra m. 

Those who kn ow us at SAC well, 
realize that we sho uld like n othing 
hetter th an to build gl id ers and "a il ­
planes on a real production basis . 
H owever , th e eco nom ics of th e gli de r 
s itua tion sinc e th e war ha s not made 
it p oss ible for us to d o this, mainl y 
because of the g re a t number of low 
cos t s urplus sh ips which are available 
So wh ile these sh ips were br-ing put 
into use, our production ha s been 
limited, a lthoug h our ex pe r imenta l 
and d evelopment work ha s con tin ued 
at an agressi ve pace, and we ha ve de­
s ign ed, developed and put into pro ­
ducti on three CAA approved de si gn s 
in th e 1-]9, 2-22 and th e 1-2:i seri us ; 
besides developing expe r imental m od­
els, the 1-20, 1-21 a nd 1-24. 

In our m an y contact s with glid er 
en th us ias ts thr ou ghout th e co un try, 
it has becom e ev iden t to us that th ere 
is a dem and fo r a good all-around 
high performa nce sailplane, but that 
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th e deterrent is th e matte r of co st. W e 
of te n ha ve been asked wh y we d o n oL 
make a very small sailplane so th e 
origi na l co st will be low, as well as 
th e cost of s to rage a nd handl in g. H ow­
ever , cos t is n ot directl y p rop o rLiona l 
to s ize and, also , we fe d th at there is 
a minimum p ractical s ize d etermined 
by cons iderat ions of safe ty, perform . 
a ncc , a nd ea"l' of handlinu a nd flyin g. 
U nfor tuna telv. th e cos t uf th e smalles t 
hi gh performance sa ilpla ne huilt on a 
prod uc tio n ba si " , thaL we co nsider 
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pructi cal, would hp- in the . 2,.'){)O Lo 
8 3.0 00 ran ge, which is more th an must 
en th usias ts are ablc to pay. Cons e­
quentl y, th e on lv a lte rna tive seeme d 
to he to d evel op this sa ilp la ne into a 
kit wh ere th e purchaser wo uld do th e 
I t ~ "S c r it ical wo rk himself a nd th er ein' 
save ap p re c ia b ly on cos ts. . 

W e set up th e followin g aims f or 
this "ail plane kit: 

1.	 Sm a ll s ize and light wei ght for 
ease of cons tr uction , handling 
a nd s to ruae. with a max imum 
of 40·f oot · spa n so i t would fit 
into a st anda rd T h angar or 20­
fo ot g a rage. 

2.	 Good auto and winch LoW cha r ­
act eristi cs and ahilitv to be 
Lowed by light a ircra ft. 

3.	 Performan ce tu Ieature opera­
tion under ma rgina l co nd i tio ns . 
It is expected that the 1-26 will 
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