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Pennine Chain, stretc hing both north­ SOARI NG IN DENMARK wards an d southwards as far as the 
eye could see . If only he had reached 
it, he could hav e flown at high speed 
in a straight lin e most of the way to 
Edinburgh. 

Lome Welch, in similar circum­
stances in 19SI, decid ed to go south­
east; he went 190 mil es before hav ing 
to land somewha t to leeward of hi s 
goal in Kent, owing firstly to being 
pushed off course by alto- cumulus 
spreading in fr om the west , and sec­
ondly to the th ermals petering out to­
wards the end of the flight. 

Lympne, whi ch Geoffrey Stephen ­
son rea ched fr om Derbyshire in a 197 
mile flight last yea r, is on ly a sho r t 
distance fr om the narrowest part of 
the En glish Channel where it is 20 
miles ac ross, and the qu esti on ar ises 
wheth er it would be possibl e to cross 
the sea to France ; otherwise Dick 
Johnson , for one, ha s no hop e of beat­
ing his 535 mil e record. 

The Channel was crossed in 1939 
by Stephenso n, star ting fr om n orth of 
London in a stro ng N.W. wind, an d 
twice on the same da y in 1950 by 
Lome Welch and Fli ght Lieut. Mill er , 
starting fr om so uth of London in a 
west wind. Stephenson found no ther­
mal s over France and had to come 
down near Boulogne, th ough he co uld 
see good cumulus clouds SO I}1C twent y 
miles further inl an d. Th e other tw o 
both picked up therm als at the French 
coast and car ried on. Welch reachinu 
Brussels af ter goin g '210 mil es. ' 

The reason Stephenso n missed the 
French ther mals, it appear s to me, is 
that hi s airstream had been well 
heated over En glan d hut its lowest 
level was coo led down by th e sea: 
consequently th is cool layer had to 
travel some way acr oss France before 
it was again warm enough to send 
thermals into the main bod y of a ir 
above. Whe n Welc h a n d M ille r 
crossed , the wind was west an d had to 
cove r a mu ch longer sea rout e; conse­
quently it had left England in the 
mornin g befor e bein g full y warmed , 
and was rendered unstabl e as so on 
as it hit France. which bv then was hot 
in the aft erno'on sun. 'Six thousand 
feet is enough for a safe glide across 
the Channel. but in a north-west wind 
you need a lot mor e than that to reach 
the nearest therm als on the other s ide. 

This article has, I fear , har ped on 
the difficulties rather than the pleas­
ur es of com petition flying fr om Camp­
hill, but they are, a fter all , the fea­
tures which pr ospectiv e vis ito rs need 
most to be for ewarned ab out. 
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by P. WEISH Al'PT 

Danish d es ig ne d two-seater primary trainer " 2· G" 

Th e soa r ing sport in Denmark is 
carr ied out bv a sma ll band of abo ut 
500 enthu sia ~ts in 27 clubs, each of 
which is affiliated to the Royal Danish 
Aer o Club which has set up a special 
committee to deal with gliding. 

The sailplanes are owned by the 
clubs and at one tim e wer e built bv 
the members themselves . H oweve l:. 
under the pr esent regulations govern­
ing sailplane construction, hom e con­
structio n ha s becom e too tedious and 
few people ca n spnre the time. Conse­
quentl y very few new sailplanes ha ve 
appeared in the last few years. 

Or ig inally , we used mainly Cer­
man types, the single seat primary 
SG·38 and the Crunau Baby par tic­
ularly, but, when we decided on two 
seater training, an open two-seater 
tr ainer was desi gned and built by 
some of the clubs. 1\ow that the Ger­
man s have st arted gliding again an d 
ur e marketing some interes ting types 
- and cheap - we may exp ect to hu y 
some new sh ips in the corning years. 

This pr obl em of cost is impo rta nt 
as we are not in any way subs id ized 
by the Government as man y othe r 
countr ies are. The members of the 
clubs have to bear all the cos ts them ­
selves, and , unfortunately, g lid ing is 
ex pensive. 

Th e Danish Air F or ce ha s gliding 
too, mainly for the technical person­
nel in their spare time. Th er e is an ex ­
cell ent relation ship bet ween the civil 
and military sailp lane pil ots, an d we 
help each other as mu ch as we ca n. 

Geographically, Denmark is no t too 
well situated for ad van ced soa ring. I n 
the first plac e the co untry is very sm a ll 
so that Golden 'C' distance can barely 

be mad e insid e it. Secondly, the coun­
, tr y co ns ists of a peni nsula and a lot 

of is lands, so you never go very far 
befor e reaching the sea , and the sea 
di st urbs thermals some di sta nce in ­
land. Never theless, in spite of thi s, a nd 
in spite of having no real high per­
formance typ es, so me interesting 
flights ha ve been marle du ring th e 
last few yea rs. 

The present di stance recurd was a 
goal flight of 332 Krn b y Aage Dyhr 
Thomsen in a Mu-Ll d wh ile the best 
ga in of height is :-Ison meter s. At pr es­
ent th ere are 3 GolrIen 'C' and 54 Sil­
ver 'C' holder s. 

Note the Viking! 

Danish pilots have tak en part in the 
recen t World Cham pionships with two 
teams in Swede n in 1950 and three in 
Spa in in 19.'>2 . With littl e tr aining and 
no high- performan ce types in Den ­
mark they did of course not place 
them selves in the top (altho ugh one 
of them was first one da y in Spain ) , 
bu t rath er in the middle, which we 
find quite a goo d result . The main 
th in g is to participate, and we ha ve 
teamed a lot and had mu ch fun on 
these occa sions, and we hope to be in 
E ngland for the contest in 1954. 

13 




