
50 YEARS LATER • • •
 

In 1953, as in 1903, the only machines in the 

air at Kitty Hawk were flown by glider pilots 
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Mr. Aycock Brown, Brig . Gen. D. S . Campbell 
and Brig. Gen. F. P. Lahm , U. S. Army (Ret.J. 
first military pilot. 

by LT. CO L. FLOYD SWEET 

Just 50 vears after Wilbur and 
Orvi lle Wright taught them selves th e 
art of fligh t in glide rs they had in ­
ven ted and constr uc ted , a Soaring 
Soc ie ty tea m bra ved the same e le ­
men ts th a t co nfr on ted the Wr ights to 
co mmem ora te the annivers a r v of their 
ac hievern en t. . 

Monda y the 14th of Dece mber. a t 
K ittv Hawk. Nor th Caru lina . was 
wind y a nd g us ty but th e g lide r was 
launched on sc he du le at 11 ::iO u.m . 
tu pa rt icipa te in th e dedication uf thr­
r eco nstru cted s ite of the first s ur-cos­
f ul flight. T he winds were so s trong 
tha t th e po wered aircra ft pa rt of th e 
show was ca ncelled , and tli e weather 
in the area wa s su ch that no militarv 
airc raft participa ted . • 

At ~ p.m. a m ot orcade went to th e 
s ite of th e 100()-1901 Wrigh t Br ot he rs ' 
g lider expe r ime nts, wh ere a wr ea th 
was la id at the ha se o f th e flag-pule 
by Lt. Col. F loy d Sw eet representi ng 
the Soa r ing So c iet y of Anu-rica , The 
new SS A flag, des igned a nd furnished 
by M illard Wells. was th en unfu rle d 
in the st ron g bree ~e by Brigad ier Gen­
e ral f ran k P . Lahm wh o was taugh t to 
fl y by the W r igh t Br ot her s as the firs t 
lVI ilitar)" p ilot, a nd who now is th e 
Cha irm an of th e Ki ll Devil Hill Me­
mor ia l Society . Amo ng those wh o 
witnessed th e ce re m onv was Mrs . 
I r. H . " H ap" Arn old , ,;'idow of the 
Com ma nde r of th e Lln ited S ta tes Air 
Force in Worl d War II . 

On the Tuesda y th e SS A team ag ain 
pa r ticipa ted in the pr ogram with a 
g lide r sa lu te dur ing the Ind ustr y Da y 
ce lebra t ion, but th e weather per m it­
led on ly a limi ted pa r t icipation b y 
a ircraft. 

Much cred it for the success of the 
g lider opera tion goes to th e sk illf ul 
tow -p lan e pi lo t Ala n Schmid , wh o 
flew th e P hi la de lp hia Glider Co unc il's 
S tea rma n, an d M id-Alan tic So a r ing 
Assoc ia tion's H arold Fawcett ( wh o 
took ma ny excellen t p ictures ) , Na than 
Frank, a hard work ing crew-man, and 
Nick Go od hart and Floyd Swee t who 
pi lo ted the glider. 
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