
fin is h will mak e a pr eu: pi ctureGLIDING IN against our deep blue Rhodesian INTE REST I N G 
RH O D ESIA
 

By MA URICE PIKE 

Aft er the ha rd po st -war s t r ugg le to 
accum ula te aircr aft Ul1l1 equipm en t 
we a rt' now on the th reshold of some 
real so a r ing , and a wo nderf ul feel ­
ing of enth usiasm ex ist s at the Sa lis­
bu ry Glid ing Club at I he prese nt t ime. 

' a l is b u r v. Southern Rhod esia's 
ca pita l city: i~ si tua ted on the Cen tra l 
African P la tea u .s00 0 feet a bove sea 
level. The c lu b is the ba se o f m otor­
less flight in the colon v. and OW1 1S an 
English Slingshy '1'-:, I two-seater an d 
a s ing le-sca t Cadet. T hc la tte r is, I 
imagine, s im ila r in pe r for ma nce tu 
the Schweizer I · } I). The dub re nts 
a govern men t ha ngar and a irst rip used 
by the B .A.F. for war tim e a ircrew 
training. La unch ing is mainly car­
r ied out hv a Ford V-g winch, but 
when the \;' in d is s uit a ble, we some­
ti mes lise a very goo d T iger Moth fo r 
aern-towi ng. 

There a re three priva tel y owned 
sa ilp lanes, on e of wh ich is service ­
a ble. This is the ye llow Swiss-ma de 
C runa u Bab y II B ~\'h i ch was recentl y 
bou ght for 200 P ounds, am] thi s is 
ver y chea p as Rhod esian costs a rc in­
flat ed becau se o f the high tran spor t 
cha rg es. T his " Ba by" ha s a full y en­
d osed cockpit and is eq uipped with 
di ve brakes. T he avera ge age of th e 
pr esent p roud owner s is 21. 

T wo other sa ilp lane" are a lmo st 
rea dy for flying , one of them being th e 
Ger man H-17 whi ch is be ing re­
covered and re-paintecl c ream instead 
of hlu e. T his pop ula r li tt le sa ilp la ne 
ha s been th e most co ns iste n t Aver in 
the cl ub for so me r ea rs an d was the 
firs t to fl) aw ay f["(;111 home when one 
of its ow ne rs reached his goa l, a sma ll 
to wn called Sino ia, 6:) mil es awa y. So 
fa r , this is our onl y goa l Highr, be­
cause di ffi cul t a nd un ci vil ized terra in 
mak e ret ri eving a pro blem and the 
trip hazardou s fo r th e pil ot. Ho wev r , 
mor e attem pts will ce r tai nly be m ade 
thi s vea r . Inc identally . thi s 11-11 
also holds the durat io;l ' re cord o f 4 
ho urs. 

The third machine. a K ir bv '''Kite .'' 
is heing completed h'y the cl~b's ch i~f 
instructor who has incorporated sp oil . 
ers , a blind flying panel , and a sh apely, 
fu lly enclosed cockp it canopy. This 
will be the most efficient sa ilpla ne in 
Centra l Af r ica an d in an all -while 

ski es. 1t is du e for tes t flyin g within 
a few weeks. 

\Ve co nsi de r th at Hhodcsi an co n­
d itions ar e pr ett y go od and would be 
interest ed to know how th ey compare 
with vour T exa s th ermals . Ther e art' 
nine months of dr v weather in the 
yea r. a nd d ur ing t hi~ ' ea son du st de . 
ils art' Irequent . Superb lift produces 
r ip-roa r ing c lim bs with the green ha ll 
trying to break out o f the to p of the 
tube, Our dry weather occurs du r ing 
the co ld season (c an 't rea lly ca ll it 
wlnt er) when ch ill) mornings art ' 
turned into hot d ear davs 1)\ a s un 
hi gh in the sky. . . 

Cluh membe r" a re in ter ested to read 
Amer ica n act ivities in SOA IU NG , 
whi ch is a ve r v e ffective ma gazin e. 

Res t wishes 10 a ll soar ing types the 
worl d over fr om us in So uthe r n 
Hhodes ia and, of course , " H a ppy 
La nd ings." 

THE MOBILET 150 
2-WAY RADIO 

:'. Presid ent Carsey for 
tim e has end ea vor ed to obta in 

so me 
tra ns­

mirt c r-receiver un it" s uituhl« for use 
in sa ilpl anes. The mos t recen t to ur­
riv e for testing was the Mobilet I Stl. 
and t h is was test ed 1)\" Powell a nd 
Easley du r ing the sec ond week-end in 
June, a t Gr a nd Pra irie A irpo r L. 

T he M oh ile t ],')0 is in tended for 
use hy the C.A .P. and is tune d to 14g 
mcgu cycles, which, a lt hough "lightly 
higher th an that assig ned fo r sa il­
plane", is close eno ugh to he s im ila r 
in opera ti on. T he unit it self measures 
W' hy S" hy 6" high an d is p owered 
by a 6' \"1111 s upp ly th ro ug h a vibr at or. 
T he set is complete with m icrophone 
and an tenna. 

One cnmplete unit was install ed in 
Eas levs ' RG7 wh il the ot her was 
pl ug ged into the c iga re tte ligh ter 
socket in the re trieving ca r. 

Powell had planned a flig ht nor th­
wes t from Gr a nd Prairie to wards 
Wie-hita Falls , and thro ug hout the 
flight contact was ma in ta ined with 
th ree g ro und sta tio ns in add it ion to 
th e rct riev ing ·a r. F ina lly, ove r Bowie, 
['l:) m iles d is ta nt from Gra nd Prairie, 
Powell was able to d irect hi s c rew to 
a likely look ing la nding sp ot, had 
them check it for r ough areas . and 
a ive h im the wind d irect ion. 

Po well's opin ion is th at this u n it. 
reasona b ly well insta lled , sho uld g ive 
excellen t communi .a t iun up to a t lea st 
Iiftv mil es. Marc in fo rmat ion will he 
a v ~ilahl e a t a lat er rlat e. 

GLIDERS
 
ny P ET ER M. BOWEHS 

Long-distance g lider tows became 
commonpl ace d ur ing th e wa r , some 
c, en being tow ed clea r across th e At· 
luut ie Ocea n in a s ingle hop, and no 
one t oda ~ is im pre sse d by mere dis­
ra n ee in co n ne c t i o n w ith a g l ider 
ope ra t ion. 

Baek in Jt'>:~ O, howe ve r , thin gs were 
di fferen t. Aero towing was a lmost un­
hea rd of, having j ust heen introduced 
into t h is co u n tr y fro m Germa n y , 
where it had firs t hee n tri ed in 1l) 2 ( j. 

F ran k Ha wks. a world- famous speed 
pilot employed hy the Te xas Co m­
pa ny, hegan to t ire o f se tt i ng t ra ns­
con tinen tul j rnd int er- cit y speed rec­
or ds , and look up g lid ing as a diver 
<io n . Be ing: a "ha rp p ub lic ist a" well as 
th e con tem pora rv " Fastest Human ". 
Iw decided 10 see if he co uld n' t p uh­
liciz e hi s em pl o ~ ers product (p:aso ­
liue ) whi! e f1 ~ ing h is g lide r. 

T he sc heme tha t he work ed up was 
a d illy, a co as t-to-coast flight in a 
gli der! On ce th e Company ha r! been 
sold on th e idea th at a m ot o rless a ir ­
cra ft could pl ug gasoline, plan s for 
th ex ped it ion gut un derwa y. A spe · 
c ia l version of the m ost up-to-dat e 
America n g lider, th e n II' Fr anklin, 
was oh ta ine d . This sh ip was one of 
the firs t featuring 11 welded steel tube 
fuselage. W hilc th e s ta nda rd F ra nklin 
was a u tility type, H awks' spec ial ve r­
s ion, thc second one built . was more 
ne arly a sa ilp la ne, since th e original 
stra ight wi ng s ha d be en increased 
fr om 36 to over 46 feet. and were 
tapered. In addi tio n, a d l;"ed eanop) 
replaced th e open cockp it of th e sta nd­
a rd version. 

F ina llv. on March 30, 11)30. th e ex­
pedit io ;\ g ot u n d e r \~ a y fr~m Sa n 
Diego, Ca li fo rn ia. " Eaglet", as th e 
Franklin had been chr is tened, took 
o fT hehind a Wa co Tell powered with 
a 220 lIP Wr ig ht J ·.S Whirl wind , and 
he ad ed cast. A fte r s uita bly publici zed 
s t opo ve r s e n ro u te, th e ca va lca de 
reach ed Ne w Yo rk. 2860 mil es and 
36 hou rs and 4 7 mi nutes of flyin g 
time later, the va ng ua rd of a widely 
public ized fleet o f sky tra ins th ai to 
thi s rlav has nut ma ter ia lized . 
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