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s tal ls and sta ll re cove r v, U nfo r t un­
a te ly , we did n ot act uall y sp in the 
sailp lan e, as wa s th e case wit h th e 
four younger less ex pe r ienc ed power 
pilot g l ide r ca ndidat es w ho were de­
libe rat e ly p ushed th rouzh the "acc i­
dental " stalls and sp ins out of ste p 
tu rns, I ma v have been overlv im ­
press ed hy it ich te r 's 1100 hm;rs o f 
power expe r ie nce . whi ch re su lted in un 
ov erest imat ion o f hi s uhi l i rv II il h r e ­
;larc!to sull ied flight an d st a il an d sp in 
reco ve ry. Hichter c ou ld fly th e sai l­
plane. hu t he co uld n u l fly » u l o f a 
jam whi ch was prec ipit uterl b ~ hi s 
disa st r ou s attempt to sour o n bas e 
leg at ()()() f 'c t. 

Let's d ig ress for 11 moment a nd 
es ta b lish a so ar ing sa fe tv r u le . S ince 
ahno rm a l a ltitudes close to the g round 
ca n he dc cn wd da nge r o us . it \I u uld Iw 
wise to rer minute sou r ina flight s in 
lh e vicin itx o f an ucti ve ;;i r p ,;"rt at a 
minimum 'altitude o f 1000 feel 10 in­
sure propl~r e n l r, into es tnhl ishcd safc 
landing patt erus . S tr ic t adherence tu 
estuhlisher] s af e landin g p a t t e rn s 
should l)(~ deem ed IIHII\(l al o[\' for s tu­
dent g lider pil ot s , hut then again wh ~ 
limit sa fe practi ces to s tuden ts . 

Celling back 10 th e c rux of the 
matt er, let 's get into th is " acciden ta l" 
sp in busin ess a nd re vie w the cond i­
t ions at whi ch a hi g h slwef! stall ca n 
occur at relatively low "peed co nd i­
tions, Hcmemh cr there a re situation s 
"uch as th ose enc ou nte r ed in clo ud 
soarin g wh ere th e rleliherute sp in ca n 
hf~ d eemed a sa fe esca pe m a neu ve r. 
s uch as W a lly Wibe rg 's bi g fa ll where 
it was deemed ex pedi en t to a ffect a 
loss o f a lt itude un der m a rg ina l v is i­
hilit , cond it io ns . In h is ca se . th e d e­
libe.:at e s p in p rec luded a n~ ~y prob­
able spi ra l d ive. which wo uld IUI\" , 

resulted in e xce ssi ve s t r uctu ra l loads. 

\Vh en I becam e th e proud o wner of 
N4 f)f) l:-{ fo ur year,; a go , th • old ma es­

tro n. M. l .uwr euce a d vised that LK's 
are like mea n s p inn ing a i r pla nes a ' 
indi cat ed In' th e n umber broken up 
after sp inn ing ill . so d ur ing the fi rs t 
ten hours I t re a ted her verv zent lv. 
Curiosi ty fin a lly g nt th • be lt~r o f m e, 
and alte r ve r ify ing tha t the empty CG 
wa s 11.3 inches a ft o f the datum, I p ut 
on th e "ch ute:' took th e hig h row, a nd 
found th at the eutrv wa s surpris ingly 
gen tle with plenty o f warning. The 
no se ca me up. b uffe ti ng was ohtu in ed. 
fo llowed hy l ilt, ex t re me q u iet. wh ere­
UpOll hu n ] hack Slick a nd ha rd rudder 
was app lied . T lw wing d ro pped a n d 
th e sh ip sec rued lu s lide th roug h h aH 
a tu rn hefo re th e nose went d ow n an d 
IIIP s pin began. The i'\.A .C.A . recove ry 
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ARIZONA'S FIRST SOARING CLUB
 

Don McCra ve n a ttaching tow line, Darreli Ch e ek in the co ckpit, Ge ra ld McW a ne 
and Earl Medlicott, before te st ing their newly acquire d Pra tt -Re a d . 

Arizoua's fir s t o rga nized sourin g 
club. th e Deser t Hawks Glider C lu h 
o f Tuscou. ruur]c its fir s t suc cessful 
flig h t in a 'W o rl d War " na vy Pra ll ­
He a d sa i lp la ne O il S unday, l\'\ay 2 ~-I. 

The .lul . wa s o rgan i ze d t hr e e 
weeks ea r lier und er th e d ir ec tion o f 
Ea rl M ed lieo ll a nd Hob ert K cv wort h, 
two of th e cluh's 10 mem her;. a ll of 
whom arc c ivilia n em p loyees at M ar­
ana Ai r Base. in st r ucting air force 
ca d ets in p re flig h t. 

Medl icoit is the founder and for ­
mer own er of El sinore, Calif., air­
p ort. wh r r e t h e Nat iona! S oar in g 
M eet will be held Jul y 27 through 
August 4 . 

The Hawks in te nd to se r ve as the 
nucleus around wh ich the Tusco n 
S oar in g Associa t io n will he bui lt. 
The )' hope to r evi ve (he spor t in A ri ­
zona. ed uca ti ng a nd teaching inter­
est ed persons . to soa r. 

A ll o f th e mem ber s, e ig h t o f who m 
are p il ot i n s t r uc to r s , c o n t e nd t ill' 
sou the r n Arizon a desert has th e fin es t 
weathe r .om lit io us fo r g lid ing the )' 
ha \ ' C' co me a cross , 

D a r rell C heck . a m ete or ol og y in­
s tr uc tor at M a r -a n a. s a i d exce ll e n t 
t herm al uc t i v it j p r e v a il s i n t h e 
T uscon area "even m ou th s each y ea r . 

W hi le flying T-6 t ra ine rs , wh ich 
\I e ig h b et ween .'),500 a n d 6, 0 00 
po u nds, th e p ilo ts [OUIU! thermal s 

woul d shoo t th eir a irc raft up 4,OO() 
[eet in less th uu a minu te. 

N o t ing th is . th e men d ecided to 
fo r m th e Hawks, M 'd lif:o ll lias sent 
to Califoruiu II here he p urc hased th e 
seco nd -hau d P r a t t -He a d t il 0 p la r«: 
g lid e r Iu r :-3 7S0 , He t rucke d th e sa il 
pl a ne to T ucson wh e re it was reu s­
se mh lerl the tla ' he fore th e fi rst /li ght 
at DO\\lI to WII A ir po rt , ow ned b y Ne il 
T aylor. 

Tavlor was at the C O li trols o f a ~)O 

horsep ower .1 3 Cu b wh en t he P rall ­
Hea d was cu t lou se 2.000 fee t hclnw 
c loudless sk ies . TI H:re was litt lc ihe r­
mal ac ti vi t" b UI i\ l ed lico ll a nd h is co­
pi lot, H oy ' Ke m p. we re a b le to soa r 
an addit ioual 2,()()O feet hefo re se t­
tlin g dO\\11 ,)() m i u ut e s lat er at 
Tu sc ou M uni c ip a l A i r p o r t , about 
liv e miles a wa v. 

A second flight. lasting 2 ;) m inutes, 
was mad e h v C heek a nd D Oll M e­
C r uvc n, "ho ' re tu rne d to Do wn to wn 
A ir port. 

T h · men hOIH' to recei ve pe rmi ssion 
to use the M a r a na a ir strip runwa ys 
fo r a u tomob ile tnk e offs , 

i\Ied lic o tt is p r es id ent o f th e g r oup 
a nd Hobe r l Bogue is se i r etury- tr 1\,.­

u rer, O the r mem bers a r ' L ou is BO\l'n ­
ma n. Gera ld MeW a ne, Bas i l Co lh u rn 
a nd Lowell Bo wm un, a'n I a ll are p la n­
nin g to alle nl! the na t iona l IIlIT!. 




