
NORTH"ERN CALIFORNIA 
ANNUA 

MEET 
Ny F RED MATTE SO ~ 

T he 11).')4 N or them Ca lifo rn ia Soa r 
ing Assoc ia tion annua l meet was a 
hu ge success. It took p lace ove r th « 
three-day Mem ori al Day week- end 
from our hom e fleld -- Cenl er Gli der· 
por t a t Centerville, Cal ifo rn ia . We' 
were blessed with soa ra hlc weather 
all three days. The fir st da y, Sa tur ­
da y, was a go od clay for hluff so a r ing . 
Les Arnold in h is "Red wing" TG-:1 
was firs t off an d when he did not 
com e cl own th ere was a scrnmhlc for 
tows. Dr. J. I3. Saw yer flying h is 
Mitch ell sa ilplan e too k off and imme­
diat ely hea ded cross-count ry . Oth 'r5 
present included th e Wa rm Sp r ings 
Club with the "Hidge Runn er" T G-:t 
Harry P crl with th e " Pe ne tra tor ." 
Geor ge Con gd on with hi s " Cultun ;cI 
Vulture " Bab y Alhn tross,. >a nd Ea r l 
Men efee wh o was fra n tica lly tryi ng 
to get the '''Super Alb atross" licensed 
aft er four years of glui ng th e p ieces 
together. After 6 V~ h ou rs Ha r r y Pe rl 
landed to cla im fi rs t place. In seco nd 
pla ce was Walt Bybe e flyin g th e 
"Ridge Hunn er. " Dr. Sawyer mari e a 
good cross-co untry only 10 suffer se ­
ver e damage to his f use lage whe n 
he ca ug ht hi s wing and g ro un d looped 
on th e landing. 

Sunday hrought ren ewed a ttem pts 
to bett er p reviou s performances ( the 
best flight only was counted towards 
the cha mp ions hip to gi ve club mem­
hers a chance) . Some cross -countries 
were atte mp ted hut no outsta ud ing 
performan ces were made. Vic Swier­
kowski came down from Sacra mento 
to com pete, h ut a brok en ru dder su l ­
Iered on th e tra iler kept hi m on th e 
g ro und until M onda y. 

Mond a y star ted ou t weak. a nd som e 
pil ots rema ine d on the gro und . Les 
Arno ld had tried a few times bef or e 
to go towards th e Sacra me nto valley 
onl y to even tua lly lose ou t and have 
to laud hef ore getti ng ve r y fa r , so Ill' 
was up tryin g to make a flight whi ch 
woul d put h im in th e nllmc) . A bout 
;: p.m, th e weather cha nged - the skv 
filled with len ticulurs, At 5 :15 the 
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Top: Walt Bybee, Les Arnold, and Ha rry Perl. M idd le: Dr. J. B. Sawyer and his 
Mitchell, George Congdon with his " Cultured Vu lture." BoHom: Starting line 
on Saturday, and Les Arnold ta king off behind 2 LK's, Penetrator, Super Alba­
tross, and Baby Albatross . 

" Hidge RUllllcr" landed leaving Les 
up as the la st on e trying to bea t his 
previous best. Anr] then it happened 
.. . he ca ught th e wa ve and havin g 
reached 4000 It., he headed sou th . 
Over anta Ba rb ; ra he s till had 4000 
feet a nd then he s tarte d th e g lide 
d own th e va lley over San .J ose lan din g 
a t 7 :00 south of Coyote, Ca liforn ia . 
th us making th e winn ing flight dur~ 
ing the closing min utes of th e co ntest! 

T he Cha m p ionship Ba nquet was 

Posi t ion P ilot T ro phy 
l.st 
2nd 
3 rd 
-l th 
Sth 
(lth 
7th 
8 th 
9 th 

Les Arno kl-s-Lst an d Distanee­

held at the lnte rn ut iona l K itchen on 
th e 2nd of June. T he g uest speaker 
was Mr. Bob Fow ler, th e famou s pi o­
neer pilot. He sho wed pi ctures made 
of him during hi s acc om plishme nt of 
th e Ii rst west-east tra nscontinental 
flight. a nd others of ea rly plan es and 
pilot s who made h ist ory du r in g th e 
fir st tw o decades of powered flight. 
Mrs. Fo wler , th e fi rs t lad y glider pilot 
in Cal ifo rn ia . sha red th e place of 
hu nor. 
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H a r rv Perl- 2nd and Durati on -s-Pen et rat or.__. ..... 
\ a lt 'Bybee- 3 rd and A lt itude gai necl-Clu b T G-3 
Dr. Sa wver- M itchell ._.._ _... 
George Congdo n-s-Ha by Bowlus .. ._ _ _ 
Dick De la field- Clu b T G·3 _ 
Ea rl .Menefee-Super Bowlus 
Kent Wan lass-Club TG·3 .. . 
Boh T ob ey-Club TG -;) _ 
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