
SIXTH ANNUAL WRIGHT
 
MEMORIAL G II O-ER MEET
 

Na ti on ally fa m ous Larry Gehrlcin 

o f E r ie , P en nsylva n ia , sco re d imp res ­

~i ve tr ium p hs ill thr ee even ts to hnrul­

ilv win th e La ne Tro ph y in the Sixth 

A n nua l Wright Mem ori al Glider Meel 

in Dayton , Ohio. Ma y 27-::H . 

Ente red in th e Senior Di vi s ion , lhe 

Pennsylv anian ca pturer! the G m ur al 

E lec tric D ista nce with a new meet rec­

ord of 142 mil es : cu ppe d the Co nva ir 

Absolute Alt it ude with a ma r k o f 

:) ,6 70 feet: a n d too k th e N or thr op E ll" 

dura nce with a time o f 6 ho urs.. 3 m in­

utes. H is fina l to ta l o f 6 .'l 30 was well 

ahead of second place Rud y O p itz o f 

Dayton, wh o had 4,711. 

Ch ampion of the Junior Division 

was Air Force Li eutenant Dave iVYc­

l\ey, of Youngstown, Oh iu. who won 

the Hepublic Trophy with 3 .4 .:;0 point» 

over second pl ace Tom Holloran of 

Dayton, wh o boasted a 2,;')41: total. 

The N or throp Collegiate Troph y 

was won by the Purdue U n ivers ity 

Glider Club . 

More than 12,000 persons a ttende d 

the five- d a y aff air th at attracted a rec­

ord number of entr ies, 4 5 p ilots and 

I (, sail planes. The m eet is S pon sored 

annually b y' the Wrigh t Mem or ia l 

Squadron, Air Force A ssocia tion , in 

conjunct io n with the Soa r ing S oc ie ty 

of Dayton. 

The Senior Divisi on had an other 

meet rccord-hreak ing per formance 

wh en Jul ian Alle n of Da yt on, took 

the Hughes P aper S tra fing even t with 

a t im e of (J.2 sec onds in heating hi s 

19.:;;) r ecord by .2 of a sec on d . John 

Biernacki of Dayton, won the Tclcc­

lro A.ltitude Caine I with ;),<)00 foot 

rise ; Henry Ca rba ugh, of Dayton, 

look top honors in th e B&H spot 

land ing by st opping hi s g l ide r jus t 7 

in ches from th e p ylon; and R ud y 

Opitz cap tured th e L ycomin g 13 0mi) 

. Dr op with a d rop lan d ing just 25 fee t 
Irorn th e target. 
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Miss Shirley Oney, Queen of the meet, 

poses with the bri l l iant array of 

trophies awarded dur ing the meet. 

Fro nt row, (Left to 

rig ht) La rry Gehr­

le in, Senior Divi­

s io n Ch a m p io n ; 

Q u e e n S h i r le y 

O ne y, Dave Mc­

Ney, Juni o r Divi­

sion Cha mpio n. 

Back row: Marvin 

Frost, Preside nt 

SSD; Ruth Tempos 

and William Mc­

Elwee, of Cham­

p ion Purd ue teom. 

Mc Ne v. in win ning th e J un io r 

Crown. won th e Soa r ing S oci e ty A b­

su lute Alt it ud e wi th a S.OOO-foo t hif!h. 

a nd th · A ir F orce Asso c ia t ion En­

d urance even t hy remai n ing alo ft :1 
hours, 4 .:; m in utes . 

Ot her Ju ni or Divisi o n win ners in ­

clud ed Walte r Det ert of Dayto n who 

wo n th e All ied Bom h Drop with a 

;~ '· f oo t attem pt: H f~ r h \Villf o n L o f 

Ma linta. Ohi o , who took th e H yla n d 

Spot Land ing with a st op j ust four 

in ch es Iro m th e pylo n; a nd Wi ll ia m 

Mclilw ee of Purdue, wh o won th e He­

publ ic P a pe r Strafing with a cutting 

lime of 6 .9 seconds. 

Add it iona l hi ghlights of th e m eet 

in cluded a delayed parachute jump 

h y Jack McMah on who hailed o ut 

from 4 ,.:;00 feet; and a series of di s­

plays in cluding th e F-gG Sab re Je t, 

YH-23 H elicopter, en gine va n, and 

guided m iss iles provided by the uSAF 

Orien ta ti on Gr o up f rom " {righ t-Pat. 

lerson A ir F o rce Base. 

Seve ra l squadrons f rom the D a yton 

Ci vil Air Patrol Gro up assi ste d in 

running th e meet. 

.'/ 

SOA RI N G 2 




