
in g soo ft. per m in ut e. He averaged 
100 ft. per m inu t climb in thermal s 
with a n a ppa ren t invers ion or wind 
shea r that put a ca p o n the l ift a t <IDOO 
ft. above th e gr ound , a compara tively 
low ce ilin g for us. T h is invisible cal' 
began to 1)(: tr ou bl esome a bou t ::I :00 
p.lII. as it wa: a ppa re nt tha t th e lift 
was d yi ng. 

Eac h tim e Merv soa red to the top 
o f a th erma l he was a bit lowe r a nd a 
little cl oser to the airport. At fou r­
twent y we were ex tre me ly on edge. 
\Vith fiftee n minutes to go Merv was 
abou t 1200 ft. , soa r in g tr ue, hut drift­
ing bad ly. H e came to wa r d us aga in at 
4 ::-\0, reachin g the edge of th l: field a t 
e igh t h und red fee t. l' ive m in utes to go. 
\Ve pra yed as he made a slow tu rn 
a wa y a nd th en a nother. "Good. he 's 
malic it ." nut no, he is com ing ' back 
again ; this time clea r ing the wir e - a t 
;-\00 It., th en a no ther turn awa v and a 
second ' on e. 4 ::\0 - two min u tes fr om 
:-\00 f t. Can he d o it '? Me rv turn ed back 
to the runwa y. edgi ng so u th wa rd for 
a little m ore of tha t red uce d s ink over 
the wires. H e S turns st ill fart he r 

south, slowed to 42 mph , fi gh ting the 
second hand o f h is wat ch , A t thirty 
sec onds to g o he s tart h i final tur;. 
on to th e field, clea ring the wires b y 
lifty feet , s lowly cr uis ing up the HIII ­

wa r , floating , holding her o fT unti l 
th e last seconds, th en lan d ing at live 
hours one minute a fte r release. 

Bob Heize r Soru-s 4 II rs , ;;4 Min,
 
Ga in s l O,6()() F t . o n F ir st
 

Sih 'er C 'fl'"
 
Labo r Da y, just the da y a fte r Merv 

Hicks completed hi s durati on leg a nd 
S ilver C badge. p roved interes ti ng t o 
Bob H eizer. Boh had worked ha rd to 
get hi s co mmerc ia l g lid ': r lie ense and 
now hop ed to wo rk O il h is ilver C 
legs. 

H e to ok olI ea rly a nd fa iled to hang 
Oil . T en minutes la te r he tr ied again , 
and aga n landed af ter a bri ef strug­
gle with zer o sink . WI' hud dl ed around 
th e glide r, adv is ing, " Don ' t d ive th ose 
turns," "Flatten out ill th e co re o f 
lift," "Speed U! ) a lit tle, yo u're flying­
to o slow." " Sl ow d own a lit tle. you 're 
flying too fU ~l "-Did yo u e\' er '\~onder 
h ow you ever learned to so a r a t a ll ? 

Bob g ri tte d h is teeth and tuok off 
for th e third lim e. Ri ght off tow he 
went to 9000 AS L a nd began to so ar 
mi ghtly. H e tell s us th a t le t tin g the ball 
go a sha de o fT cen ter k ills 50 to 100 
ft. per min ut e li ft in therma ls a nd we 
realize th at he is learni ng ra p id ly and 
well. 

A lte r lunch we low er ed th e lop of 
Fn~d and iVla rges ' con verti hle a nd 
ll:alwd ha ck to wa tch th ' g lidl' r soar-
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ing 12 ,600 ft. a bo ve us. Bob was 
flyin g a t 90 mph with spo ilers ope ll . 
S no w p oured in to the cockpi t and he 
wrapped hi s wr is t wit h a JIla p to a vo id 
th e nu mbing cold on th e hack of his 
hand wh ile holding full spoiler. TIll' 
g lide r began to di sappea r upward in 
th e venomous black ha ze and we were 
conce rned momenta r ilv. Bu t n ob carn e 
sp in n ing d o wn to ge t"o ut of the ev il 
cl utc hes - firs t two tu rns then a r '. 
co ver y a nd then tw o more exas­
perated turns in spin - can 't seem to 
stay out of the se clo uds ! H e headed 
out ea..l at an incredible s pee d and 
di sappeared ahead of the now m ovin g 
co ld fr ont a t 16,000 ASL. 

, . e put two new t ires on the gli der 
trailer and a battery in th e ta il light 
ruse, ass u m ing th a t Boh wa s going 
so uthe as t to Lim on . 

c tua ll r Bob rod e the f ro n t to 
Strassburg. a bo ut for ty- five m iles cas t, 
wher it di siutcgra ted. H e headed 
ha .k to Denver, los ing BODOfl. in on l) 
twenty m inu tes , II) in g throu gh tlu­
aft ermath of the [rout, O n the wa v 
down he too he gan to no tiee the e fTec t's 
o f a nox ia . \Vh ile pass ing over th e 
Na va l Air S ta t io n a l Bueklev Field he 
dec id ed to g ive t he " blow to'rch " boys 
a thrill b y land ing th e g lider there . 

ia ne r reasoning took ove r at 10,000 
fl. a m i he headed Fart her west, At kv 
Ranch A irport, eas t of Denver, h~' 
fou nd a lill ie Ii:rhl l ift which proved 
unworkable a nd he larll h·d at 4- hrs, 5,1, 
m in . Irorn relea se a nd 211 mile ' 
x-eo un try. 

A nd th at c o ncl ude s th e Co lo ra do 
Soa r ing story. T he year 's ex p lo its are 
a rribute to th e fine wea th er a va ilab le 
as well a s to th e ability of th e pi lot s. 
T he s la te a \'e ra ges 296 suns h iny da ys 
a vea r ami when the S UII sh ines out 
he~ e a Schweizer 'IG3 ca n soa r. Whcn 
th e cl ub recovers th e ship this winter. 
per Doc Haspet's s uggestions about 
surfaci ng to achi ev e laminar 11011'. 
Il l' will ha vo a "hip 10 make Gold 
Badge /li g h ts in. And the installa tio n 
of ox ygen and cl c tr ic turn ancl bank 
wi ll m a ke i t po ssible to lise t he tr e ­
mend ous e ue rgy a va ilahle from th e 
summer thu nd ersto rm s and co ld 
fro n ts. 

Your Subscription to Soaring 

Have vou no tice d vour ad d ress Oil 

the envelope ill whfc h y OIl receive 
SOAHING '? III ud it ion to YUllr n ame 
a nd address it in cl ude s you r expiru tio n 
d at e, If it reads 1)53 yo ur membersh ip 
o r suhsor iptiou has expi red a nd this i~ 

the last issu e Y OU will rcce i\"(~ un less 
r ou ren e \\' a t o'llce . Send your r 'newal 
immed iatel y to Bo\ 71. 1~ l lll i ra . N . Y. 

UNUSUAL GLIDERS
 
by P ET E M, BOWEHS 

Credit for bu ilding the fas tes t g li­
d i r s in th e world must go to the J a pa ­
ncse, who prod uced tw o in the closin g 
months of World War I f. 

When th e J ap anese began the ir su i­
c ide " K a m ika ze" a tt acks on US wa r ­
s h ips, th e y used s ta nd a rd tac tica l air ­
c ra ft loaded wit h high explosives . 
T he se were re la t ivel y large and s low, 
lind m ade good ta rgets fo r defend ing 
figh ters an d an ti-a ircraft. s o some th ing 
mo re elusi ve ha d 1.0 he develo pe d . 
This t urn ed o ut to be the ti ny p ilo ted 
missile tha t was cur r ied In ' a bom ber. 
and released ome dis tan~ e fr om I.h ~ 
target, com p let ing the one-way tr ip 
u nder the control o f th e hu m a n pilot. 
T h is device was na med " Baka" (Jap a . 
nes e for " F o ol" ) b y th e All ies and 
" Okn" by the I npanese. 

T he Oka had a wings pa n of on ly 
s ix tee n a nd one-ha ll [ee t. a nd ca rr ied 
2G'1O pounds of exp losive in its 20· 
fuo t fusel a ge. Th re e liq u id roc ke t 
motors in the ta il gave it a n impac t 
vel ocity o f 620 mph, a lthough its nor­
mal glide r speed was ollly 2g0 mph. 
It II' U5 necessary to ge t performa nce 
und opera tional d a tu on t he OK A he­
fore send ing it int o ac tion, so a test 
program was in a ug u ra ted . 

A nurnh r of Okns were built as 
un powered trai ners, wit h II bl ock of 
eas t iro n in a n e long a ted n ose rep lac ­
in g th e warhea d , the rocke t tu bes d e ­
let ed and the ta il C O Ill: faired over . 
und a fe w extra flight in strumen ts. 
Ma j or o utwa r d cha nge s were th e ad di­
t ion of flaps a nd a king-s ize landing 
s ki d . T h is ha d to he strong, for even 
wit h the flap s and light lo ad, th e lan d­
ing sp eed o f th is liuhy glide r was es t i­
mat ed a t ";OIne thi ng over 170 mph ! 

The o the r hot J apa nese glider Wll S 

also a tes t model f or a p ow ered shi p . 
((;o/l l i /l /l I' rI f) f) I'llg £: 17) 
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