
even in the small towns. If m y mem­
or y se rves me right, th -r - a re no,ooo 
mem bers in the D.A .C. , 10,000 p ilot!' 
a nd, by this Chr is tmas 1,000 gl iders 
will bc Hying. In the book s tores were 
q ui te a fe w boo ks o n glid ing a nd fly­
ing, and the " C" p in was in the lap ils 
o f ma ny a busi ne ssman 's su it. 

Do wn in pi ctu resq ue so u the rn Ger­
ma ny is the ne w K li ppe neck glider 
fiel d . Like Allebe rg, Sulton Bunk and 
th e Horn berg it is s itua ted on top of 
a la rge bluff with a bea ut iful v iew of 
the countryside . I visi ted Kl ippenec k 
twi ce 0 11 S unda ys and ea ch t ime th e 
number of s pecta to rs surpr ised me. 
S uc h a location is per fect for a Sun­
day's pic n ick ing an d wat ch in g the 
g lide rs a nd the pa norama . T ho usa nds 
a ttend Germa n meets as spe cta tors. 
I ca n ' t remem ber all the typ e - o f 
g liders I sa w a t K lipp eneck bULamong 
th em were the Condor 1V, a ni cely 
built two-p lac e ; Ka r l Hu ckstuhl' s Mos ­
wev IVa. th e ult im a te in fine mach ine 
wo~k a nd detail ing ; the new Dopp el­
raab ; the tinv Hu tter 1I17b : th e 
Vogt ; as weIf as th e ub iqu i Lo us 
Gru na us and a SG -;·\B. Germ an soar ­
ing is progressing ra p id ly, pe rhaps 
too rapidly : bUL, when one rea lizes 
that most of th ese g liders, includ ing 
intricat e ones s uch as the Weih e, a re 
be ing built by local cl ubs, the p r og­
ress seems eve n more remarka ble. 

My next v is it was to A ustr ia to the 
Alp ine So a r ing Scho ol aLZell-a m-See. 
The glide rs ami methods were Ger­
man in nature. It was a beautiful day 
a nd they were soa ring off a wi nch 
launch. The setting th ere is s plend id . 
On one side is th e lak e an d on the 
othe r the sno w-ca pped Alps . M, 
ca me ra got a good work-out. 

S im ila r to Zell-am-See in na tu ra l 
s plendo r is the scene of th e 19 '\.8 in­
ternat ion a l meet a t Sa me da n, Switz­
erl a nd. They were not flyin g th e da y 
I vis ited but did ha ve a ni ce co llec­
tion of Mosweys a nd S pa li ngers in 
the ha ngar. 

] had wondered wh aLhad ha ppened 
to the E lfe II 1 I had rend aho ut in 
"Soaring" (J uly-Aug . 1949 ) a nd 
found, upo n enq uiry, tha t it und the 
WLM II were under cons tru c t io n a t 
Wildegg at th e Iactor , o f A . !s ler. 
builder of the WLM I. I m et Mr. 
Rudolf Sagesser, plant man ager , who 
s howed me both new s hips a nd others 
there a t the plant. The E lfe I II ap­
peared to be mu ch the sa me as de­
scr ibed in " Soa r ing" a nd 1 wi ll no t 
describe it f u r th e r . H ow e ve r t ill' 
WLM I I wa s ne w to me. 

The WLM I I is being bu ilt h ) a 
new co ns tr uctiun a l method whi c h p ro · 
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LET'S IMPROVE 
OUR TR AILE R S 

by II ERMAN .I . STIGLMEIE!l 

Who ca res about the trai ler '? ." UII1 ' 

p ilo ts sa y tha t it is on ly the glid er 
tha t really co un ts. I cn n' t agree. 

T o me, a trailer is Iike a specia l 
p iece (If tooling o r j ig to do a rea d y 
produ ct ion j ob a t a ny m ome nt. If th . 
j ig is n' t ope ra t ing . the glider isn ' t 
e ither . I ha ve see n many a glide r on a 
tra iler doing the j oh of the tr a iler in 
th e na t ure o f torq ue and bend ing. 

F irs t in designing a tra iler , we m us t 
cons ider the we ig h t, s ize a nd clistri­
hu tion of th e sh ip. An exa m ple wo uld 
be a lrailer fo r the av ra ge g lider 
s uch as the T G se r ies o r the m od ern 
s ing le p lace productio n type. T he 
len gth will va ry fro m 20 to 30 fee t. 
T he m a in wei ghts of the ship a re th e 
roo ts o f the win g a nd the coc kp it. 
T h us, II I' wing r oots sho uld he for­
wa rd , l ips aft, r udder fo r wa rd and 
coc kpi t aft. By this d is trihu tion yo u 
will have a Lraile r eas y to ha nd le. 

Your s ingle axle wil l fa ll well a ft 
near th e C G. and shou ld be placed 
a ppro x im a tely s ix Lo te n inc hes aft 
o f the load ed tra iler 's ce nte r o f g ra v­
ity. Nol less tha n twen ty-five lb . a nd 
n ~t mo re tha n se ve nty-five Ih to ngue 
load s hou ld he a llow ed . 

p ilot fri en d of m ine turn ed the 
fuselage around on a n L K. T his ha s 
put ueh a to ng ue load o n the trai ler 
that it beca me necessary fo r h im to 
ba llas t the rear o f the t ra iler i n orde r 
to re lieve the p ress ure . Thi. is 110t 
so u nd eng ineer ing. Well designed 
tra ilers should he ca pa ble o f speed s of 
.')0 to 70 in. p.h, on the h ighw a ys with ­
o uL und ue fis h-tai ling - in an) ki nd 
of wea ther co nd it ions . 

Ma ny des iguers o m it the poss ib il it y 
tha t their tra ile rs muv he lo wed heh ind 
a utos in a ny pa r t o ( the l' nited S tute s 
or in other cou nt r ies . T he) fo rge t 
a bo ut the cha nc es ()f th e win rl hlo wing 
the tr ailer over. 

I rec a ll a TG- 2 I ~ t" i ng to wed fr om 
T exas to Cal iforn ia on a h igh tra ile r. 
IL was necessar) 10 purchase tw o ra il­
ro ad rails t wentv feet long each to 
ho ld the tr ail er ri g ht s ide up. Ma ny a 
wes te rn g lider pil ot has s to pp ed on th e 
desert roud wa a nd added 111'0 to fiv,' 
hund red po unds uf rocks to h is gear 
in o rder to gel lllJnlt' sa fely. The refore, 
us lo w a C.C . as po"si ble s ho uld bt· 
incorpo rat ed in yo ur des ign . T h is 
wo uld mea n th a t the s tru "lure length ­

wise I H~ na r row eno ugh to a llow th e 
wing - to fa ll a long s id e. Ca nting th e 
wines in or touet hcr at the trailince r; t 

edge helps a lso. 

A ll t ra ilers s hould be hu il t torsion­
a lly r igi d a nd with a ma rgina l safety 
fac tor I ben di ng m om ent ) in th e tru ss 
wo rk len gthwise. 

He re a re a few suggest io ns for im­
prov ing the trai lers IV ~ h av e . The L. K. 
trailer is a fin e one in m ost resp ect s. 
Ho wever, it has no tort io na l q ua li ties. 
rI' you ha ve o ne, rem ove th e pl ywood 
deck and weld in di agon al t ub es in 
all the ba ys . Rep lace the p lywood . 

P ract icall y a ll th e s urplus trailers 
bu ilt ha ve spr ings ma ny times too 
r ig id . Ma n ufacturers des ig n sp r ings 
for I HOO to 20()O ll.. , e tc. If thi s is 
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