
YOUTH GET 5 
AN OPPORTUNITY 

In a Reali stic Youth Program at 

Mississippi State College 

The Mi ssi ssi ppi S ta te Co llege G lider 
Club was orga n ized to g ive actua l 
flight exper ien 'C to as g rea t a num ber 
of s tu de n ts as p oss ible. Hy using a 
sim ple a nd i nexp ensive means of tra in ­
ing it was felt t ha t a la rge num ber of 
yo uths could be intro d uced to flying 
fo r a sma ll expen d iture. TIllJ,; the en­
thusi asm of our youth fo r flyi ng wo uld 
be sa tis fied. 

T he ent ire p rogram of th is un it is 
ai med at p roviding inex pen sive b u t 
ab solutely safe ni g ht truining to co l­
lege s tudents . A t the same tim e som e 
experi men ts are heing cond uc ted on 
yo ung er s tuden ts wi th a vi ew of ex ­
tending th e t rai ning to h igh sc h ool 
students as yo ung as J ~i yea rs of age . 

A study of va r io us t ra in ing meth­
ods a nd eq ui pment sh owed tha t th e 
auto tow method usin g a Sch wei ze r 
1-19 trainin g g lider co uld be d one 
for a bo ut $ 1.20 per ho ur d ur ing wh ich 
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which two bu ck e t se at s a re m ounted. 
the dr iver in a n ormal forward facing 
ma nn er a ncl the in struc tor fa 'ing a I t. 
The i nstruct or si ts ba ck to hack but 
di spl aced lat erall y to th e drive r. In 
this wa y, th e instruct or can eas ily 
com m unicate with th e driver. 

The com mu nica tio n of the instruc ­
tor with the s tuden t during tow is 
easily don e by u ing arm s ig na ls s im i­
lar to th ose used by s ig na l office rs 
a boa rd ca r ri ers . These a re ac tua ll y 
in tern a tiona lly a .cpted si g na ls. 

A m ost f undamen ta l defin ition for 
si ng le-p lace trai n ing has been de­
veloped dur ing thi s p rogra m . Wh en 
the student ma kes h is fir s t 360 0 turn, 
he is nut o f comm unica t ion wit h th e 
instr ucto r. 'I'his is defined as the solo 
s tage in th e s tuden t's traini ng . 

The imp o rt a nce o f close .ommuni­
ca t io n be tween the in struct or a nd stu­
de nt ca nno t he ove rem phas ized . I t is 

Club 

me mbe rs 

assem ble 

fo r a 

Saturd ay 

o f 

instruc­

approximately e igh t la ndin gs an d 
takeoffs could be mad e. 

Prio r to actual g round towing, the 
s tud en t has been g ive n a pp r ox ima tel y 
th ree hours of Li nk time. H ow ever, 
th e necessi ty and ad visoh il ity o f usi ng 
th e L ink has not ye t heen fu lly es tuh ­
lish ed. The la rce d ifference in co ntrol 
feel between a Li nk set up as a n AT-6 
an d a g lider r ather miti gat es th e gli der 
fl ight s im ulat ion b y th e L ink . H ow­
ever . th e Link docs fam il ia r iz the 
s tud~nt w ith the con tr ols . 

F oll owing th e L ink, the studen t is 
g iven gr ound tow " using a tow car 
co ns is ti na of 11 F ord V-g chassis o n 

tions 

th i cu nuu un ica tion method wh ich the 
s ingle-p lace instructor m us t learn to 
use eflectivelv if he is to run a sue­
eess fu l prog rum . Th is to geth er with 
the co ntrol the ins truc tor h as over th e 
s t ud m t through the tow ca r ope ra tion 
co ns titutes a ve rv sa fe a nd cflec live 
ins tr uc t iona l met';o ll. 

Prior to hi s fir st r un along th e 
g wund, the s tude nt is ac q ua iu ted with 
use o f controls aurl their ·lIee ts . a nd 
I he arm signal s a re expluiucd . A t th e 
e nd of each ru n a ny e xp la na tions nee­
essary a re given a nd a th orou gh 
unders ta nd ing a tte m pted . Each s tage 
of trai n ing is p reced ed by a di scus­
s io n of the new p roced ure a nd th e 
past problem s. 

The r esults of the fir st Sl!V ' II months 
of operati on , in wh ich I :1BS t ows 
were made. are as foll ows : 

3 11L ., .._.._. .__.__ g round to ws 
4S2.. . . tr a ight a ir tows_
109.. ._. ..90° turn a fte r relea se 

14.._ __.__1:lO G tu rns a f ter r elea se 
492 ...360 0 turns a f ter r eleas e_ 
During th e 3600 stage of trai ning , 

all Ilights confo r m to the s ta nda rd rec­
tan gular puttc rn . 

The lweragcs pe r s tuden t a re as fol­
lows: 

N um ber of g ro und tows..; ..__.. ._10 
T ows prior to 90 0 tu rn.__ .. . 22 
T ows p rior to 3(10 0 tu rn. 3IJ. 
Thc sp re a d hetween 90 0 a nd 360 0 

turns may a ppear unduly large for two 
very closel y reluted ma ne uvers . How­
eve r i t is here tha t th e st ude nt p rac­
rices co -ord ina t io n, He becom es ac­
c us tome d to ma king a well exec uted 
tu rn b y usi ng a wool· tuf t - th e oldes t 
know n, s imp les t, a nd s till ne a res t f oo l­
proof s l ip-sk id ind ica tor. 

\Ve ha ve n iorc s tude n ts than ou r 
fa cili t ies ca n ma nage yet we will in­
vit e local h igh school s tude n ts to par· 
tic ip a te to fulfi ll our ob jective o f 
"gett ing the teen-ager in to th e air." 

We ho pe th a I o ur p rogram will be 
one . wh ich hcca use i l is work ina a nd 
ca n' be seen ill acti on, will en cour uge 
othe rs 10 do likewis . 
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