
an L.K., an d 'lurk, a Pra tt -Read . 
Schenbeck a lso completed the fi nal 
leg on h is Sil ver "C." 

Class Ill : lsi , D Vaug hn i\Tor1h, 
in a 1-19; Walt F r anz. 2nd, in a 
Hah y, an d Dave Vondernlu-, .1n l, like­
wise, 

Hi ghl igh ts of th e meet included a 
hrea tlHaking s pot landinu by Pa ul 
Bikl e - - prce-cisely on the spot ; Bill 
Howmar's r eturn t r ip from \Var nc r" 
Hot Springs, du r in g whi ch h e oaxed 
his Ri "i d Midget f rom levels as 10\1 
as 300 fee t. f ro m lif t to li ft, un til h e 
finall y picked up one of BOO It. per 
minute, that brought hi m up to 6000 
It., an d hom e 10 the Cliderport a t 
E lsinor e ; Davie} Vonrlcruhc, Class II I 
winner of ::\rd place, cla im in g h is 
tr ophy in hi s s tock ing feci , beca use, 
no less. h e had lost one shoe and h is 
ca ntee n whil e ri ghting his sh ip from 
an in adver ta n t nose d ive while soa r in g 
over lh c mead ows ncnr \Vildoma r, 
Ca li forn ia ! 

Bikl e an d lva ns flyin g wing to wino' 
over Lak e 'Ma tthews and the country 
between the Glide rpor t and Riverside, 
Ca lifo rn ia 10 land on th e Hivcrs id c 
Airport almos t sim ulta neou sly ; a nd 
the th rill in g ovcr -thc-fir-ld flights of 
seve ral of th e pil ots fo r the viewing of 
th e la rge c ro wd gnthcr ed be low on th e 
final Sunday of the meet. 

It rema ins onlv to me ntion the VCIT 

success ful b~nqu'et which marked th~ 
g iv ing of the a wards , g raced with 
Holl ywood g lamo ur, Navy b rass, a nd 
S.S.A. So uthern Ca lifo rn ia Govern or 
Ji m S purgeo n as masterf ul 111a st r o f 
ce remo nies . 

Paul Bikle rece ived th e sweep takes 
trophy :from Com m a n de r Go rdon 
Fireb a ugh of N or th Isla nd Nava l Sta­
li on, an d the ,ord on Me m oria l A war d 
from Hollywood 's M iss Evan Lowe, 
who mad e the present ations to the 
awa rd winners a lso. 

N unc of th e pi lots went aw ay with­
ou t a prize of some sor t, h owever, 
becau se th e bu siness people o f th e en­
tir e Lak e a rea don at ed en tr y prizes 
of mer ch and ise or service, wh ich were 
given to every pilot as he r egis ter rl, 
on the first dav of both week-ends. 
with oflicia l regi st rar M rs . Vera wi 
Iiam s, wife of vice-pres id ent .J ohn Wi l­
limns of the Elsinore Glider Club . 

T he Elsi nore Bu siness and P r ofes­
siona l Wo me n pr ovi ded fo od , coffee 
and co ld d rinks during all fo u r days 
of th e me et, an d an over -all feeli ng of 
pleasant sa tisfac tio n and good-fel lo w­
ship marked the mee t fr om beginni ng 
to end . Man y of those who had come 
to E lsino re to try soa r ing f r the fi rs t 
time ex presse d their deter m ina tion to 
ret urn soon and of ten. 
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VIA RADIO 

lJy Lss A HNOLII 

During the Wes t Coas t Meet at El 
Mirage thi pas t A ug ust , I had the 
opportunity to teach Illy daughter, 
lean, age 15 years a nd hr fr iend, 
Don Kildeb eck, age 16, 10 g lide . 

They wer e c rewing fo r me during 
the conte t so ill lurnl gave them n 
chan ce to lea rn ttl fly. Ea ch morning 
w were up a t ciawn and practiced till 
the contest s ta r ted. The dry lake, 
whi ch is 'J, m iles long, was idenl f o r 
car low and we used ab out 700 II:. o f 
wire with ;')0. ft of nylon r ope for 
shock a hsor bcr. In Il l ) ' s hip " Rerl­

j 

Jean a nd Don 

wing," a TG3, a nd a lso in lily car arc 
Mitch .J[ vigat or .Ir. radios which 
proved 10 he a b ig hel p in th i tra in­
mg. 

Jean a nd l Ion took turn", in th e 
fro nl sea t as I ins tr uct ed rro m the 
re ar cockpi t. Wi th th e help of one 
other adult to supervise the tow car 
we go t a long very well. E ach stud ent 
wou ld take abo ut s ix tows in succes ­
s ion. usuallv to lion fl. whe re a ~()O O 

co ul;1 be ,,'Iade and we would th en 
laud near [he ("nd of th« lin e. all re ad v 
for the next tow . By con te~ 1 t ime w~ 
were usua lly a ble to gel in 15 to 20 
lows. The rad io con tac t was a g rea t 
help d ur ing th is ti me in direc ting the 
lo w car and drive r th roug h unfa m ilia r 
terrain , also for regula ti ug tow speed 
an d tak ing u p sl ack ill [he lin e. 

J ea n had ha d S OIl IC g lide r t im ' p rc­
v iou slv - mostlv a ir work. a ud Don 
had had a li ul . time a t our 'home base 
in Centerv ille . Roth \I' i r e en thus iastic , 
howeve r, an d qu ick 10 learn . B the 
thi r rl day r bel ieved they would he 

able to so lo before the end of the week 
bu t di d n't mentio n it to th em. 

On e morn ing J ea u ha d made a 
co uple of 1011'S a nd had do ne so well 
I decided to let her trv i t al on e so I 
go t ou t a nd closed die rear ha tch . 
.lea n was surp rised wh n I told her she 
was read y to so lo. I rode in the tow 
car with the "m ike" in my hand to 
g ive her advice if neede d but to m y 
own s urp r ise a ll I did wa s to speak 
a lew wor ds of encouragemen t. She 
made a hea utiful Sof)" and landed near 
the li ne en d . Wb m we got ove r to th e 
ship she was a ll smi les and rea d y t o 
go aaain . H er second fligh t was j ust 
as go od as her first, 

i\a l l ' it was Den's turn an d h e 
wasn't go ing to he out-d one by a 
petticoa t. Iter th ree fligh ts wi th m e r 
fel t he was ready for h is fir st solo . 

ince it W lI S ge llil;g la ter in the m orn­
ing the air was (Yell ing r ou gher , too, 
hut Don made a vcry good fligh t. On 
his second solo as he was lan ding, 
a du st devil h it h im and tu rn ed him 
o lT his fina l appro ach but he m aster ed 
it and made a good landing anywa y. 

On S unday, the fina l day of the con­
test, I look Don up for soa r ing prac­
t ice. li e did vel') well, rea ch ing over 
12,O()O fl. m .s .l. This was hi s fir s t 
rea l soa r ing flig h t an d he reached 
clo ud base ove r the Sa n Bern a rd in o 
.vfo un ta ins. La ter in the clav when 
.J ca n W lIS up with me d oing 'so a r ing 
prac tice, she as ked if we co uld enter 
Ihe Yo Yo contest wh ich was sche d­
uled as th e final even t o f th e meet . I t 
was 3 o'c lock a t the time and the con­
test d osed a t ,I:00. h u t we decided to 
give i t a tr y. J ear; wa tche d fo r du st 
devi ls as we descended to 4,500 ft. 
so we went d i rectly in to one an d 
wo uld cl imb up to 7,000 ft. i n the 
thermal, then out o f it a nd do wn to 
4500 and in to a no ther and u p again . 
In th e one hour we were up and down 
se ven tim es. Jean was a b ig he lp in 
obser ving an d po int ing ou t therm als 
and , th ough the ai r was ver y r ough 
at tim ' S, a nd we d id a lot of circling, 
she rea lly enj oyed it and had no 
trouble with a ir s ickn ess . ~Te were 
very much s urp rised to I a rn lat er 
tha t we had won the Y o Y o tro phy. 

T o sum lip our ex per ience a t EI 
M irage I would [ike to poin t out the 
following ­

1. I be l ieve the teen-agers learn 
vc ry quick ly and they eern to feel 
mol" at home in the a ir th an 11I0st 
adults, 

2 . By da ily practice and tra in ing 
th e studen ts do not fo r get wh at th ey 
have lea rn ed a nd are more en th us i­
ns tic . 

:t The ra dio co ntact gave th e s tu­
( Contillued OTt Page 22) 
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