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An A!1lat~u r hu~ Ardent Ob server 

As[wh eeled a long in Illy ea r th­
bound autom ob ile. T watched. m a r ­
veled, and disbelieved. So we stopped , 
got out, and cricked our necks a t the 
appropriate angle, ga wk ing with open 
mouths. 

There above us. mun v hundred s o f 
feel, souriug like a gro~I P of g racef u l 
hawks, we counted s ix g lide rs p la ving 
follow-the-leader arou nd and around 

the edge of the funnel of a thermal. 
A seventh was abou t to j o in them. 
being towed b) plane into th e orbit 
of th e lift. 

TO sound. no confused swis h ing 
of props, onl y the g lo ri ous appea ra ncc 
of freedom wh ich com m u n icated itse lf 
even down to us there on t he g ro u nd 
beloll'. 

It happened the second day of the 
first weekend of the A nn ua l Southern 
California Championships, and I later 
learned from the initiated an d in ­
formed that the thermal in q uestion 
was familiarly named hy those who 
use the area for their sport _._- T her m a l 
No. 2 . Three other sleadv and almost 
completely dependable thermals a re 
spotted around the valley. with a 
fourth not quite so constant, h ut a va i l­
able a large part of the tiine. 

The meet was he ld durin g two 
week-ends. the 2 '1Ih. 25 th , and ,11s t of 
October. ;nd the l st of N ovem ber. in 
Elsinor ~, California. 

It was ' under th e capable di rec tion 
of Pete Bonota ux, p res iden t o f th e 
Els in ore Glide r Club . wi th J oh nlJ\­
W illiams, veep of th~ sa me gr ou,;. 

ironing out the d etails as flig ht m a n­
agel'. 

T he s la t ist ics a re int eresting - 2 ( j 

sa ilp la nes on the field , ;)() g lider p ilo ts 
regi s t 'r ed Ior com petit io n, a to ta l of 
:~ 1 5 air ho u rs d uring th e c ou rse of 
the mee t. th e se r vices o f d. tOIl planes, 
m a k ing J 7.-::' lo w>' . 

T he longes t s t r a ig ht line flight ­
.'iG mil es to Palm Dese r t : goal and re­
tu rn ( sou rc e o f bes t po in t va lue ) ­
<)4 m iles lo W a r ner 's Hot S p ri ngs a nd 
ret urn 10 the G lid e r po rL a 2 7-mi le 
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precision tca rn flight to Ri verside A ir ­
port under adverse air condit ions. 

The m eet was arranged under a 
handicap sy s tem to level the d iffe r ­
ences among th e classes of shi ps in 
competition. There we re three classes: 
h igh performance shi p s, like Pa u l 
Bikle's and Bi ll lvans 's 1-2 :3 's; S Uf ­

plus sh ips, th e Sc h we ize r T G·2's a nt! 
-;3's ; the babies in th e thi rd class . 

P oints were a wa rded for spot land­
ings. for acc um ula tio n of di stance in 

air m iles fo r soaring to a declared 
go a l and return. and for altitude . 

A ta b lc full of trophies, plaques, 
a nd p ins, plus the assurance of ollicial 
r JL: og n it ion for 111I)- records made, or 
req uiremenls mel during the meet, 
lure d t he pilots into serious com peti­
t ion. Monelary prizes were offered by 
t he Hi ve rs ide a nd H em et Ai rports for 
firs t g liders to set down on their fields 
- th e y were willing to pa y to be 
s ho wn . 

The pi lo ts in cluded Diam ond "C" 
h old ers P a ul Biklc a nd Bill I va us ; 
Grah a m Thompson, on e of Great 
Br ita in's outstanding glider pilots: 
Don St ev ens. fonner s tunt pilot and 
one- time holde r of the r ecord fo r con­
sec ut ive loops in a g lide r ; v is it in g 
hu t n o t c om pe tin g M. It L id dell . 
honorurv secre ta rv of the UI ster 
( I rcla n(l, Gl idi n g 'C lub, and Ameri­
ca's rle tsy \Voo dward, feminine glid e r 
uha m piun , do wn to look ovcr the pos­
s ib il it ies of the area; and a group of 
soa r ing enthusias ts and "porlsml'n 
fro m more th a n 14 So uthern Califor­
n ia c o m m u ni t ies who have found 
Els i llo r convenient and well suited 
for soaring act iviti es. 

Class I winners were Pa ul Bikle, 
who rece ived the tw o-foot S wee ps take s 
troph y presented h) the N or th Ireland 
l1ecrea tio n Assoc ia tion and .l st place 
in class L the Gordo n Mem or ia l Tro­
ph y ; Bill Ivans, 2nd -The Ted 
Nelso n t rophy; ancl Bill Bowmar, :3rd. 

C lass II: l s t to Cecil Lesher. thc 
s ilve r bowl d ona ted by till' Helms 
Fo unda tion : 2 nd , Bob S~' hen b eck, the --" 
.. ',A. troplr, ; ;'3rd, T om Cl a r k . Les her 

flew a Sd ll e ize r TG-2 : Schcnheck. 
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