
Tw enty-three Canadians and their TG-2 

195 3 AN N U A L 

SNOW
 
B I R D 
M E ET 

Sixty-three pilots and 31 ships were 
regi stered officiall y! Th is Snowbird 
meet, with competition Novem be r 27 
and Novem ber 2H, 1953, was the fifth 
a nn ual competition for the S nowy 
" K i wi-Bi I'd" Tr oph y. Informal 
Thanksgi ving week- end co m pe t i t io n 
at Harris Hill without tr ophy, has, o f 
co urs e, occurr ed for several addi­
tional years. 

The great fact presented here is th e 
grass-roots growth of s o a r ing . T he 
most solid and reliable type o f pro­
g ress is apparent, when th e N or theast­
ern part of N or th Am erica 's soa r ing 
peopl e will ra lly in suc h proportion 
for an informal con tes t. 

Here is a chr ouo log ica l repor t 0 11 

the week-end: 
Thursday, IVDv em ber 26, 79:>3 

(T h ank sg iv ing Day): The regi stra­
tion desk was active. and the admini s­
tration building lo un ge and office 
hummed with greetings and get-to­
gethers. In the hangar area arri viu g 
ships und crews were bu sv un loading. 
The earliest b irds han gar-flew in th e 
protection of the hangar, watching the 
ou tdoo r scene through protecting win­
dows. There was a raw mind sep arat­
in g th e men' fr om the bo ys and th e 
well prepared fr om the ill prep ared 
( mea ning inch es of wool). 

By Ho usnr DISTI ;\ 

Fridav; N ovem her 27, 79:>3: Pilots 
meeting ' rail from 10 to II o'clock. 
This was an ea~ y -go i ng week -en d soa r ­
ing raIl) - no sunr iso up- a nd-at-iem, 
particularly wh en there was no sun­
ri se visible, a nd low barom etri c pres­
s u res foll owing a heavy Thanksgiv ing 
feed ing induced an hour or so of ex tra 
s lee p . 

The assembled pi lots an d crews, all 
attenda nce o f a bo ut 70 . were wel­
comed In' P a ul : ehwei zer: me et d irec ­
t or-o r.t h~-da v a nd by Ho wie Bur r. 
EASe pres ide nt. Rules, flig ht rcuu la : 
t io ns, pil ot chec k-ou t, a nd mee t scor­
ing procedu res were outlin ed . 

By noon, s a i l p la nes i ll q ua n t i t y 
were standing by OI l t he S ou th flight 
line. E xplo ra tor y fligh ts by Ted Pfei f­
fer in hi s L-K. anr] Bill T errv in the 
Sa il Flights, I;Jc. 1-2:)1) , fOlll;d so me 
marginul soa r ing p ossible. There were 
a few weak, c um ul us c lo ud patches 
under th e br ok en hi gh overcast . 

By the tim e suffi ci ent sh ips were 
ready fo r a session o f [ Oil'S, however . 
cei liu gs a nd vis ib il ity dropped to IFH 
cond itio ns Oil the hill. Au an ticipated 
low-pressu re s n o w s to rm cond ition 
ha d moved in. and so di d sh ips and 
pil ots, into the hangar and adm inis­
tratio n b uild ing . 

T h us th e las t ha lf of th e afternoon 
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went to indoor soc ia bility and movies. 
T here was a gene ra l a tm osphe re of 
hol iday fun a nd rela xa tion. If an y 
serious fu ss ing and fum ing about th~ 
weather occurred. it was we ll CO II ­

cea led . ' 

Sc hwe izer Aircraft Co rp . provided 
th e initial eve n ing program, se rv ing 
as s up pe r host to 12;') Sn owhird meet 
co ntes tan ts and cre ws . 

T he foc us of [asci uat ion Ior th is 
g ro up of guest s was the new little 
" on ' -des ig n-c1ass" a nd " assem b le-a t­
home" sa ilp lane. Th e protot ype of 
this , chwe izer model 1-26 was in s uh­
assem bl y s tages d ur ing th e visit. A 
tho ro ug h test ing , p roving . and ce r t ifi­
cat ion p rogram is s la ted for it. Cen­
eral interest is run n ing high. 

T he eve ning events at Harris Hill 
featured an attenda nce o f about I.S0 
at a N or theast Regi onal Meeting o f 
5 .1\.1\. members. This was an ex ped i­
e nt time fo r s uc h a meeting. It was 
opell to everyon e, and gleaned op in­
io ns Oil a number o f active subj ects 

·a nd pro b lems for co ns ide ra t ion at the 
com ing M id-W int er S. S. A. di rect ors 
meetin g. 

Co rn maud er N ic k Go o d h a r t of 
Grea t Br ita in ga ve a b ri efing on so a r­
in g in En gla nd , apropos our partici­
pat ion in th e Jn ter uutionals there next 
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