
WARREN E. EATON AWARD
 

Paul Schweizer Ernest Schweizer 

One of Amer ica 's mo st coveted soar ing a wards. th e 
Eat ou T rophy, is giveu ea ch yea r to the person or persons, 
who in the opinion o f tlu- Committee made the most out ­
s ta nd ing contr ihutio n to the ad va nceme n t of the ar t, spo r t 
or science, of mot or less Iliaht in Amer ica. 

The Com mittee desi g nating th is ho no r each yea r. co n­
s is ts of the en tir e mem b rship o f th e Board o f Direct ors of 
th e Soaring Soci et y of Am erica . No m ina tio ns for th e 
award arc received durin g th e yea r a nd in ad va nce of the 
I\'a tiona l Co ntests, Announcem ent of th e a wa r d a nd pres­
enta tion of the tr op hy is made at th e fina l a ward banquet 
a t the co ncl usion uf the national sua r iug co n tes t. 

The Aw ard has been es ta bl ished in m em ory of Mr. War ­
r en E. Eaton of Norwich. N.Y.. b v members 'of hi s Iamilv . 
Mr. Eaton, a su ccessful ma llui· a ~turcr. wa s a ll ea rly du y 
aviati on enthu s iast. He was one o f thi s co untrv's first bus i­
ness men pil ots, uti lizing the airplane in co nnec tion with 
his bu siness and pleas ure tra ve ls, Mr. Eaton 's in te res t ill 
the sportive as well as scien tifi c phases o f aviation , led 
him quite natura lly to motorless flight. A!'Id it wa in this 
phase of aviati on that he gained na tio nal and in ternationa l 
fame. It was h is inte rest an d man v val uabl . con tr ib ut ions 
to glid ing an d soa r ing in this country, tha t es ta hli hed 
him as one of th e a rea ts in the field o f rnot orl ess flight an d 
revers hi s memor y to a ll soa r ing peopl e in Am erica, 

' I'he Ea to n Trophy i. of so lid s ilve r and was ex ecu ted 
hy th e Ill/ted sc u lpt ress , Sa lly .I . Fra nha m. T he T ro phy 
sho w in reli >f sp ira lly a sceudi nz cumul us clo uds a bove 
whi c h M r . Eat on's fa mo us 'Fal con ' sa ilp la ne so a rs. A true 
work o f a rt, a thing of beauty a nd a joy forever is this 
trophy c rea ted in memory of the fou nd er " I' th e Soaring 
S oc iety of Am erica . 

The re c ip ien ts o f th e Eaton Award for 195 3, WI r. Ernest 
and Mr. Paul Schwei zer are so well known in Amer-ica n 
and wor ld mot orl ess flight .irc les. th at it is not nccessa rv 
to e la bora te on their fam e here, Als o the ir con t r ib~ · 
t ions to th e a r t, sp ort a nd science o f molurless flight , not 
o n ly durin g th e yea r 19 .... ;~ , b ut nil do wn through the yea rs. 
wo uld in itself fill a s izea b le volume. 

During the t irne of Mr. \Varren Ea to ll, the chwe ize r 
brothers were known, first a h ig h school lads wi th a v rv 
keen in terest in glide r flyin g, a nd then a hi t la ter as unde~ · 
graduat es in one of th e nati on 's leading techn ica l co lleges. 
Here th e y were s tud ying aeronau tica l eng ineer ing a ud 
bringing to th e nati onal co ntests in the s ummer, gliders of 
th ' ir own des ign. It is cer ta in th nt Mr. Eaton mu st ha ve 
been g reatly e nco uraged in see ing th e activit y o f th ese 111'0 

yo ung sc ien tis ts . He must have then seen tha t oth ers and 
espec ia lly the yo ungs te rs of thi s nation , were developing 
th eir sk ills in th e field of aviati on and th a t thev wou ld 
ca r r y o n in good fa shion , th e work he had s t a rte~i in the 
founding of the ' . " A ' 

Mr. F:aton d id no t live to sec the Schwe izer b 'come th e 
na tion 's lead ing des igner a nd huilders of h igh perform. 
ance a nd tr aining sa ilp la nes. H ' probably d id not then 
visualize th c impo r ta nt place they were to tak e, not on lv 
in the g lid ing a nd soa r ing movem ent in thi s co un t ry h tit 
in aviati on design a nd manufactu re g ·ne ra lly. It is ce r ta in 
th at Mr. Warren Eo Eaton would the sa me as a ll fr iends of 
soarin g ha ve joined enthus iast ica lly in confe r r ing an y 
honor ~n two m od ern da y \Vri gh t Brothe rs, Pa ul an d 
E rn est Schw ·izer. 

No g re a ter hon or can he hest owed h v th e Soa ri ng S o ­
c ie ty o f Am erica. . 

No m ore worth y persons co uld ha ve been sel ect ed as 
recipients Ior this or any o the r recen t years . 

of peo ple a nd kep t th e cha irs pro ­
vided for the pu rpose, filled with 
" visiting firemen." 

551\. in ad d it io n to th e exhibits 
mentioned, d ispla yed new item s m ud . 
using the new S --A emblem. T hey in ­
cluded: Gold and S ilve r la pe l pins, 
5" and I0" J.) ('ea l ~ fo r ears, ships a nd 
trail er s :r ' Shoul der Pa tch es for ca ps 
or jacket s, the " BC A" tic a litI scarf 
to match, the So a ri ng Di rectory. the 
new binders for 01\RI NC, . SA 
m emherships a nd SOARI NG suh­
sc r ipt ions. 

These items proved to he highly 
popular a nd kept Kathy Heuby, Na· 
omi Setz. Be rt ha H YOII. ( a nd !W Il W ­

times Wall v Se tz, Harold Fawcett. 
E. 1. R e e\' ~s and J O il Cars sy) very 
busy " ta k ing c'!r ' o f the trade." 

More tha n .'ClOO.DO worth of these 
items were sold during the ten days 
of the meet , includ ing a bi g one ce nt 
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sale, (everything was reclu .ed line 
cen t] on the final da y. 

The nell' go ld lapel pin' proved to 
he the most popular. Th 'y lir e a heuu ­
t iful clark blue e na me l with S A a nd 
the laurel leaf border in g lis te ning 
gold , T hey sig n ify membership ill the 
Soci et y only, having no thing to do 
with " C" a wa rds, so a ll members and 
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SOARING CLUB Of B.C. INC . 

Ca rd used by Soaring Club o f British 

Co lumbia to Publi cize So a ring and 

thei r club ' s activit ies. 

th eir fami lies are en t itled to wea r 
them, 

Othe r items almo t as po pu lar were 
th e tics and the decal s, Many persons 
hou ght ties for themsel ves and fr iends, 
a nd ma ny ca rs, sh ips a nd t rai l er~ 
were decorated with decals hefore the 
co ntes t e nde d. 

T he co m plete s toc k of a very popu· 
la r and th e 1110st usef ul item SSA ha s 
d eve lop ed, the SOA HINC DIR E .­
TOHY . was so ld out. I We hope we 
hav e a new a nd revi sed one soon) . 
\Vhic: h reminds us - we arc in debted 
to Paul Sehw .izers Se e r ita ry for 
prepa rati on Hlld product ion o f the 
Directory. As s ta ted a bove it is the 
most use'fu l thing we' ve eve r had . She 
a nd Sc h we ize r Aircraft Co .. ren de red 
th e act ivit y a mos t worthwh ile service 
in its prepara tio n. 

"The Ten t" proved to be a " e r r val ­
uable and pleasant add ition to the 
usual features at the 1 ationuls. 
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