
- - - -

1'( rfu rmu ncc - a t a st a nd nrd pi lot 
weight of 75 kg .: 

- mi n . s inking speed O .8~ m /see 
a t (17 K ilometers/hour 

- glid e path (ang le l 24nt 7X K ilo­
mete rs/ hou r 

- s ink ing speed I ,() :~ m vsec a t l Oll 
Kil om et ers/hou r 

The whole pea k of th e spee d pol ar 
is grea tl) spr .a d oul so that for th e 
sa me pil o t of 75 ku, si nk ing speeds 
below 1 1Il / " a rc obta ine d fu r ;)1 K rn.' 
hr. to gi Km/hr., whi ch g ives th e a ir ­
plan e good opera t io na i llex ih ility. tlu­
more so beca use the c lid r- pa th angh · 
curv e also is \'e r ) wid e. 

A t a gros~ wei ght o f 211 Kg. corre­
,.;po nd ing to a p ilo t of gg Kg.: 

- min. s inking s peed .H7 m /sec a t 
71 KmZhr 

- ma x. gl ide pa th a ng le at 84 Km.' 
hr a nd 

- s ink ing s pee d a t too Km/hr is 
l. ;) () m/sec. 

Iu co mpa ri so n with th e iVI rise-Nord 
:l,OOO, th e C.E .V . has establish ed in 
add ition tha l the pe rf orm a nce of th e 
AV :~ (l is supe rio r for a ll speed s, ex­
cept for a fe ll' centimeters less in 
s ink ing speed hetween 60 and 65 
KmZhr. 

C.E.V . a lso fou nd tha t th e \' ty pe 
towing in st a lla tion - wh ich incide nt ­
all y permits winch s tarts a t more than 
I :~ () Km.hr. has a g reat effect o n mak­
ing tak e-offs with cross-wi nd easi er, 
whi ch is helped a lso by th e effective­
ness of the ail e ro ns. 

T he Av :~ () ha s m ore than l.')l) ho urs 
flight b) 4.1 d iffere nt pilots w ith ou t 
showing a n y s ig ns of Ia t igue o r re­
qui r in g a ny revisi ons or speci a l m ai n­
ten ance, desp ite overspeed tes ts , Iru it­
less a ttempt to pu t it into a spin, and 
aerobat ics and landings in unpre­
pared fie lds. 

Dr. Wolfgaug K l mperer. now Vice 
President of the Soa r ing Sr ciety o f 
Amer ica a nd a Hesea rch En gi neer for 
Dou glass A ircra ft Com pa ny, was the 
Iirst to break th e worl d 's so a r in g rec­
ord se Lb y Or val Wright in ] 911, in a 
flight o f 1- V:! m inu tes at th e 'C 'a nd 
Rhoen co m petition in 1921. 

S witze rl a nd has fo ur Na tiona l lan­
gu ages, Ge rma n , F re nch, I talian and 
Hom an sh . T he la tte r is spoken in th e 
upper Enga d in Va llr')' in whi ch ama­
den is s it ua ted. where th e 1948 Int er­
nati on al Soa r i,;g Champ ionships were 
held. 

T he fir st successful rocket-p owered 
glider take-off (or fir st take-o ff of a 
pil ot ed rocket .pla ne ) was m a rie hy 
Fritz Opel on September 30th. 1929. 
a t F ra nkfo rt, German)' . 
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Spiralinr;
 
with E. J. 

I n (he m ids t u f thi s soaring contes t seaso n, I ha ve golteu to thinki ng 

abo ut th e b usi ness of co n tes t as such. Wh at o f th e val ues and the mean ing 

to the soa r ing move men t '! Can we trul y conside r o u rs a nu tion al contest in 

lact? Due to th e wid e di sparit y in th e performance ca pa b ili ti es of our 

mac h ines, a re o u r con tes ts really con tes ts after all'? Taking into accoun t 

th e re s u lts of o ur na t iona l and mnj or regi on al com pet ition s, a re w ab le 

with anv deg ree of acc u rac y to sa y just wh o our m os t sk ilf u l pil ot s a re '? 

My answer tu a ll u f th e above is - "Yes and no." Proving that I a m 

a VC T) po sit ive a nd to-the-point cha p - like o the r wr it iu ' Ie lle rs. 

D ue to di stances in th is co un try of ours, the two -weeks' vaca tio n, and 

the fac t th a t su m eth ing less than a m a j ority of o u r soa r ing people arc 

mi ll iona ire", o u r national co n tes t: can no t, u nf ortunately . he rea ll y na tional 

ill sco pe. 

T he 20th Na tiona l this yea r . a ll' more eq ua lit) in sh ips th a n eve r 

he lurc. th e top half d ozen or so hei ng eq ui pped with a lm os t irlenl ical 

mac hines. (T his fact must ha ve been ve ry sa t is fy ing to yo ung Dr. Mac­

Creu dy.) So 11'1' are at least improv in g o ur s itua t io n in tha t direction. And 

the rla y mny not he fa r di st ant wh en we will sec real "class co mpeti tion" 

a" in sa ilhoa ting a nd some other spo rts wh ere II machine o f some k in d 

is nn plo yed. 

Look in g a t th e marks o f th e " to p fini sh ers" in th e nat io nal and th e 

several m aj o r regi ona l so ar ing meets , we ca n pretty well know wh o th e 

better to urna m ent gla d ia to rs arc. Th is is not to say that th ere ar ' n ' t m a ybe 

a few flow ers bl ooming un seen to waft th eir soa ring frag ra nce on th e d esert 

air, or that th ere a re not ma ybe a fe w ca pable pil ot s wh o hav e as yet not 

hud th e oppor tu n ity fo r a g o ill th e hig t ime with a rea lly g ood m ach ine. 

But I doubt seriou sly if we hav e ove rl ooke d man y. A skilf u l man ca n 

make eve n a mediu m performance m achine go. 
oo( Per - Dick / OhIl 8OT"S flring a TG-2. uoo-place, for a dis tance 0/312 

miles long before the RJ ·;) leas even dream ed oj.) 

NO lI', a s to th e va lu es o f co n tes ts , re g io na l, nati onal a url wo rld, th eir 

cun tr ihu tions to th e soari ng movement a nd th e adva ncement o f avia t io n 

in general - he re is where I need a hou se top fr om when ce to s ho ut- >"es­

Yes - "A Thousand Times 'tlitto' - ami 1/- - 'ditto' ." The rea sons a re 

su lIla n y a nd so well k nown that I need not mentio n th em here. But for 

some of th e best and m ost dea rly s ta te d , r would ref er you 10 Bob Distin's 

, to r y o f th e 20t h N a tio na ls r ig h t here in thi s issue of 'OARING. 

No \\", ha vi ng so cleve rly a ns we re d the questions, a ll of wh ich were of 

1l1~ own m uk ina a nd nohod v ha ving usked the m in Ihe firs t place. herr­

wo u ld seem a good p lace for me tv sp ira l dUWII and lunrl wh ile r el l] st i ll 

mav he reach th e fi eld, So u nt il th e next t ime - adios uuiigos. -- E. .I. 
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