
Th ursday , the 1v th, no one made a l Lindsa y. The show in cluded some 
any a ttempts on r em a in in g goal hi ghly enjoya b le s inging, pi an o, and UP DRAFTS 
prizes , th e da y was aga in hot a nd 
hazy, eve ry one was wa it ing m os tly 
for the banquet th a t night. Cer ta inly 
th ere was much c ongen ia l han ga r . 
Ayin g on th e H ill , an d some flying, 
but it just wa sn 't ser ious . 

Judgin g by th e gencra l spir it , it 
had been a good meet. The pi lo ts a nd 
c rews had a full work-out. ye t weren' t 
com ple tely kn ock ed out. T he com pe · 
I iI ion tasks had been close eno ug h to 
hom e m uch of th e time to all ow a 
reasonab le amount of sleep fo r a ll. 
Ever yo ne was fee ling sa tis fied , th at 
se ems to be th e wo rd fo r it. 

The ba nq uet th at ni ght at th e Mark 
Twain H otel in E lm ira. followed 
th rou gh in th e sam e sp ir it. It wa s a 
lot of fun. There was a big. co nge n ­
ial ga ng th ere, a nd " E. J.'s" em-cee­
in g flow ed t he a ffa i r s m o o t h ly 
t hroug h th e eveni ng . 

Representat ion a t th e s pea ke r's 
table included the New York S ta te 
Sl' I1<I te, Senator Du tto n Peter son ; l lu: 
USAF. Gen era l Lindsa y: Na tional 
Ae ro na utic" Ass ocia tion. 'l\ Ir. Donald 
D. W ebster, wh o wa s al~() spe a ker of 
th e ev en ing : N. Ca pta in Ra lp h 
Barnab y, wh o was us ing d i r ig ib les 
fo r a g l ider lau nch in g pla tform mallY 
years a go; Soa r ing oe i('ly, J o n D. 
Ca rse v, P residen l : a n d oflicia ls rrom 
our h ;)~t ci tv of E lm ira . au d Chem in g 
County. EI;li ra Cit y i'vl a nug er.Mr. 
Quinn, indi ca ted th e fr iend ly es teem 
that th e c ity h olds for soa r ing a nd 
its pil ot s. Mr. An son Saunders spo ke 
for th e county . which ow ns a nd ope r· 
a tes Ha rr is H ill 's \Va r ren E. Eat on 
So a r ing S i t t~ ( Wa rre n Eat on wa s a 
rounder of SSA ) . 

Also on hand at the spe akers ' table 
was Bendi x Av ia ti on, represen ted by 
NIr. Maurice W h itney, m anager of 
Bendix 's Eclipse Ma ch ine Di visi on a t 
E lm ira H eights. The Bend ix Corpora. 
ti on has done a g re a t d eal for soa r ing. 
In add it ion to the Bend ix di s ta nce 
tr ophies again presen ted th i yea r, 
thev ha ve, for one ex a m p le. CO li­

trlbuted the exce llen t wea ther in s tru ­
me n ta t ion a t H a r r is Hill. 

The Ga nnell Com pa n y ne ws pa per 
synd ica tes was represented by Mr. 
Ri ch ard Seem. Thei r cha in or news­
papers includes th e El m ira Adve rt iser 
a nd S tar Gazell e, a nd th is year they 
awa rd ed a t roph y of co nsiclcr ahle 
va lue fo r th e fa stes t soaring /l ight he­
twe en Elmi ra a nd Ro ches te r . 

Ea rly in th e banquet, we were e n­
tertained by a g ro up or pro fess ion a lly 
talen ted fe l lows f r om t h e ~ A F 

Sa mps on Air Force Base, wh ich is 
com ma nded hy ba nq ue t guest Cene r­

ventriloq ui sm. Sampso n t\ FB had 
put the band concert on Sunday a lso, 
duri ng th e co n tes t. 

The bi g j ob a t th e ba nq uet in­
volved the a r ra } of trophi es and 
money a wa r ds in fron t of th e sp ea k­
e rs' ia b le . T hese a re item ized el se­
where in th is issu e. T he y se r ved up a 
gratifyin g cl im ax to te n da ys o f su­
perb co m p iLitiun . 

T he 20th N a tio n nl Soa r i n~ 
Contcs t ha s don e its j o b. lt is now a 
milestone. It m a rks a n other occasion 
on which som e peop le (]e \\ se ve ra l 
thousan d m il s , eq u ipped so le ly with 
w in gs. brains, and weather . 

The Soaring Soc ie ty o f Am er ica 
has, thro ug h th e t ra vail o f this eve n!' 
d one in its o wn wa . a no ther deed to 
hel p man fly well. Furthermore, 11 

sizeable gr oup or pe op le have ha d a 
wha le of a ti m e for th emsel ves . 

: oa r ing is n o lon ger pure ixc itc­
ment, no longer a weird spo r t played 
wi th fr ea k ins tr u men ts . On the othe r 
ha nd , it is HOI. by a m ' characte r is t ic. 
a na t iona l past ime 'wh ie h em plovs 
popula r sta n d a rd spo r ting -go ods im ­
ple me nts . It is b ranching heal thi ly in 
m any direct ions. This con tes t wa 
parti r one of s ta nd a rd sa ilp la nes 
ag a in s t spec ia l sh ips . I n its outcome 
it revea ls a rew a rd of p ilo ti ng skill 
an d in te lli gence, rather tha n a n un­
balanced dependence upon extraord i­
nan' mech a n ica l v ir tuos i tv in th e 
sh ips flo wn by th e win ners. In on e 
ins ta nce es pe c ia lly, a r elativel y sl ow 
sa ilp la ne was gu i(jprl in to a fin a l po· 
si tion well a hea d of seve ra l more 
modern cra ft. 

In suc h respect, this c ontest ha s 
been s ig n ifica n t a lso. Soar ing, and 
hu m a n flight in ge ne ra l, need unques­
tio na bl y the iv or y tower of resea rch , 
develop ing rare hreed s and s tra ins o f 
sa ilp lan c wh ic h will so w the ir stro ng­
's t c haract er ist ics into [ut ure sh i ps 
for general use . Souri ng al so needs, 
a nd th is con tes t ind ica tes that it is 
ge tt ing , s t rong com pe i t it io n tha t em­
phasizes flig h t sk ill an d k n owl edge, 
a nd accordi uglv sha rpens a nd evo lves 
th es e v ita l a ttr ih utes. 

Soar ing is m any thing», - a n ar t, 
a ga llic, a sc ien ce, a spor t, an a th en ­
ture, a fr on tie r , a ri ch ed uc a ti o n . all 
en igma to th e im pat ien t o r unim a gi­
na t ive s tudent pi lot. a sky-deep s npe r­
wo rl d as far as th e c lo ud -h or n soa rer 
is co ncerned . 

The 20:h National Souring COlltcst 
has served well to shade th e skeptic's 
nieicpoiut , to m ale soaring furt her 
u-ith. other acts of aerial ci vi lization. 

You can learn about 
soaring from this. 

by G L EN :'-· I{O Hl i'iSOl\' 

1 w a s g e ll i n g m y fir st t as tc o f 
therma l flyin g. 1 h arl been used to fly­
in g th e wind cu rr en ts eo rn in g off th e 
mountains ne a r Salt Lak e Citv. , was 
con tes ta n t TO . 12 in th e \Veste;'n Sour­
ing Cha mp io nsh ip hel d a t A rvin, Ca l.. 
in A pr il, 1941. It was the "eeo nd ( Ia ~' 

o f th e con tes t and I was mak ing my 
second fli ght of th e dav, TI ll' wi nch 
towed m e <to a n alt it ude ' of about 7()() 

[ee t. l m m r-d i a tc ly upon re leasing 
from the tow rope, I he a ded fo r som e 
fid ds wh ere I I houg h t I might «au-h 
a the rma l. I found no th ing hut dow n ­
drafts in this pa ri cu la r areu. 

I was ra p id ly los ing alti tud e. J w as 
IID W onlv 120() fed uhove th e g round 
and app roach ing a level field fo r a 
land ing when all o f a sud den I felt the 
sh ip lurch a li ttle an d hegin to risr-. 
I checked my r.u e-ol-climh a n d S l l\\' 

th e sh ip was r is in g ] 0 fed a second . 
I im medi a tel y put t Ill' sh ip in a ti ght 
sp ira l. I bega n to risl : Iast r-r as th« 
the rma l beca me strouuer. a nd 1 soo n 
[o,; nd myself ycry lI{' l~ r til(' base o r a 
"mu ll th un der hcud tha t was Iur ming . 

... - - ­.. ---,-- - ­
!-- - . . 

I fl ew a sa fe distunce uwuv a nd 
foun d I had l os t so m e a l t i l l·, d e . I 
lo oked hack a nd sa w Howa rd Mor r i· 
so n . Dick J ohnson and a co uple of 
m o~e well-known p ilo ts of th e d a y 
ski rtiru nea r ih c t'dges o f till' cloud . 
1 began to think I W l1" mi s"ing ou t 
on someth in g, so d eeided to f1~ ' hack 
and j oin th em . As l nea red th e clou d 
my ra tc-o Lrl i mb I)('gan ind ieat in g 
u-r ri iic l ift. I olued Ill" eves to the 
i nstrumen t pa r~' l. thinkin ~ thi s wu ­
my cha nce to sho w I hcse hot p ilo ts 
t h ~ l a begin llPr co uld soa r rii! h l a lo ng. 
"ide th em . 

I had n ' t hcen pay ing too much a t­
lention to wh a t was go in g on a ro u nd 
me. I wa s too in te res ted i;; th e terrific 
speed a t w h ich rn v Ba h y A lba tro ss wa s 
ri si ng . I was a t a bo u t 'kS OO f('('t when 

Tum to Page 12 

SEPTEMBER· O CTO BER, 19 5 3 11 




