
THE 20th NATIO NAL AS OBSERVED 
BY A SENIOR AIRLINES PILOT 

JL L Y 6 Lh - the dav be fore th e 
Co ntest hl' ga u . Wt' drove up to 

H arri s H il l, t h r o u g h th at g ree n 
wooded can yon, a nd passed the us ua l 
sq u ir re ls , ch ipm u nks a nd pOSSUIII!'. I t 
br ough t hack mem ories of retri eves 
or yes te r yea r. Seems a s i f it wer e only 
a r ;~w cia;'" ago, in st ead of two yea rs . 
Past th e Hhorles homes tea d , a nd past 
th e las t tum to the b ig wood en s ign 
a nno unc i na Ha r r is H ill Soar ing S ite 
- and th en th e r oad a lon g the lip of 
th e tuke-oll area , with Chemu ng Val­
ley <JOO feet below - a s ight to thrill 
u flat-land Flo r idia n . 

Lee Wood wa s hu s v wit h hi s man v 
duti es : th e ha nga r w~s ha lf full wi th 
th e local sai lpla nes which a re se t u p 
uor ruunent lv. A few ea rl " a r r iva ls 
;vere assernbling th ei r sail p'la nes . T he 
landing a re a, just mowed , smelled 
lik e a newl y cut h a y field. 

Ev er y hou r or so, another ca r , sai l­
plane and truiler wo uld dri ve in, with 
waves and sh outs to old f r ie n d s . 
Otherwise. the H ill ha d th e atm os­
ph ere of the qui et hefo re th e s to rm . 

The weather becam e overcast, wi th 
oc cas iona l drizzl e. Barney \111ggi n. 
t.he M et eor ologis t. s a i d " N o C o m ­
ment.". Everyone hoped that this poor 
rlav woul d m a ke fo r a bet ter flvin g 
da;' to follow. It did. ' ­

Paul Macf.read v a r r ived 11\ a ir linc 
fro m th e ' Ves t Co~s t , t.ook de live n ' on 
a 1-2:~D at the Schweizer [acl or v, 'a nd 
a i r pla ne to wed it to th e H illlatc ' i;l th e 
evening . 

Julv 7th dawned d ear a nd c r isp . A 
cold front had pa ssed duri ng the 
ni ght. Ther e wa s mu ch acti vity se t­
ting up sa ilplanes. a nd. the p ilo ts ' 
meeting hegan a t C) ;00 A. l\'1. Ba rney 
Wiggin o pene d h is weathe r h ri efing 
with a hnng - fir ing a tov ca p pis to l. 
A nd a hang -up da y it wa s, too. with 
three sa ilplunes land ing at I d le wi ld 
Airport. and claiming th e N at ional 
Airlines Awards. S tan Sm ith's g ree t­
in g hy th e airport m a nager a t Idle­
wild was not to o fr ie nd ly, b ut a t­
I.e n t ion II' a s di ve r t ed f;';)m St a n 
when S teve Bennis la n ded an d taxi ed 
hi s sa i lp la ne 10 th e ra mp a n d par ked 
between DC- 6 's. N ick C oorlhnrd , who 
put in a "ste rl in g " performance d u r­
ing th e who le mee t, wa s next in to 
Idlewild , fl yjng an un m od ified LK. 
NIacCreadl'. S c h we izer a n d B ur r 
reached s in; iJar g oal s, wi th Coverd al e 
scor ing a near m iss nea r " ' ashin gt on, 
D. C. 

C APTAIN F. B. COMPTn"l 

I'he Co n tes t flights a nd sc ores are 
well described e lse where. Bob Tavlor 
performcd hi s con tes t m a na ger d~ t i es 
i n fin e, efficient fa sh ion, well s up­
port ed by M iss J o nes in the office 
(how co u ld a co n tes t op e ra te a t Ha r­
ri s H ill wi tho ut Kufie? }. Don Hvon 
h ·Ill fo rt h as con test s tatist ici a n ~ IH I 
drew well d eserved prai se fur h i" sys· 
tem o f flig h t record-keep ing. H is wi fe , 
Wend y, held d own the fie ld opera­
ti on s table o n the flight line . 

Don d evi sed a r ack o f vertica l, 
s ta ir-ste pped p igeon holes , a nd whe n 
each pil o t tonk ofT, t he pe rt inc nt in­
fo rm a tio n was writt en ( )/1 a ca rd and 
inser ted in th e ruck, wi th pilo t' s name 
in la rg b lack le tt ers, \V heneve r a 
p ilot 's Gre w called in , n oL at ion o f 
cr ew's location a nrl time 11'115 en te red 
on th e ca r r]. When a p ilo t ca lled in 
with h is la nding re por t, the info r ma ­
ti on was a lso ente red O il the ·nrd . 
pi lot was adv ise d of last location a mj 
ca ll b )' h is c rew, and th e ca rd reo 
pl aced in th e rack. reverse s ide fo r ­
wa rd , wi th the name of th e pilot writ­
ten ill red letters. 

Any on e look in g ill th e ollice door 
cou ld tell by the red and black let ­
tering ill the rack wh ich p i lo ts were 
down a nd which were s t ill a irborn e. 

The di stinguish ed gen tleme n f rom 
Cornell held forth in th e harograph 
room, and kept ha rographs ca lihra ted . 
sm oke d , a nd ti ck ing . 

Eq uipment : The co ntes t, a nd th e 
fir s t four posi t ion a t the e nd . wer e 
d ominat ed by the ne w I ,2~ J) long­
wing sa ilp lane an d the one modifi ed 
1-21. F or the firs t t ime in ma n )' na­
t iu na l eon tes ts , the lea d ing com pet i­
to rs were on p rac tira lly eq ua l [oot­
ing with rega rd to pe r fo r ma nc e o f 
th ei r sa ilpla nes . 

S ta n m ith . wit h his a ll-metal dura l 
t r a iler wi th helio copte r lan d ing gea r 
and wheels, claim ed tha t he of te n 
we nt 10 a n a ir po rt nca r his home a n d 
se t up hi s 1-21 a lo ne . To pr ove h is 
cl a im he d em on stra ted a ll k inds of 
fa nc y t ra i le r un loa de rs . wheel ra m ps. 
wing-tip props p ullers a nd p ushers . 
\Vhen he s ta r ted 10 se t up h is s h ip, 
ever yon e wa s con vin ced he rea lly 
co uld do it. but tha t i t wo uld he th e 
ha rd way, ~nd a ll pitched in to g iv 
hi m a h a n d . 

S ta n m odi fied the 1-21 hy lo we r ing 
the hei g ht of the ca nopy nn d mak ing 
th e to p of th fuse lage hetwe n ca nop y 

lou l o wry p ho to 

Capt. F. B. Co mp to n. 

a nd s tab il ize r pra ctica lly a s t ra ig h t 
l in e, 

AII the 1 -2 : ~ D's looked good , hot h 
in the a ir a nd o n th e g f( ~ u n d . T he .- 0· 
fon t spa n looks lik e IIH~ s ilhu uc tto of 
the RJ-S when flyi ng ove rhead. Un­
doubtedly it is the fines t prod uct ion 
sa ilpla ne ever b uil t in th is co un lrv. 

IIowie Bllrr' s 1-2 I lookl'd «quully 
goo d, but. la rger, wi th g re a te r s pa n , 
a n d hea vie r. I t a ppea re d to have o ut­
s ta n d in a h ig h -s pec d p en etration . 
Howie fin ished the sa ilp la ne just he­
fo re Ihe co n tes t a nd spe n t all o f th e 
nisrht pr io r to the fi rs t dar's flying 
h ui ld ing the tra ile r. T he n. o n hi s [ir st 
c o ntes t ta ke -o ff , th e to w rope hrok e 
j us t 200 fee t o iT Harris Hi ll. hut he 
la tch ed on to II the r ma l a nd rea ch ed 
hi s goal at P ittsfield. Ma ssach use tt;;. 

E m il Leh ecka fo und a n old sa il­
pla ne in a ha m , stored s ince 19:3<> but 
in excellen t condi t ion . I l has r- an ti­
lever wood wings, wit h gull, a nd 
wo oden fuse lage. II is a slo w sh ip. 
b ut an excelle nt the rm a l clim her. a nd 
beau tif ul in flight. 

Radio : Ra d io ins ta lla t io ns were a l­
m ost a 100% flop . P a u l Mae Crcar h 
had a h as t ily in stall ed H i-mete r a ura ­
leu r han d t ra ns mi tte r. h ut it did not 
work sat is fa . to r i lv. ar;d was rem oved 
fr om the s a i I Jl l u n ~' befo re th e e nd of 
the co ntes t. 

. teve Benn is an d Bo b K id de r ha d 
excelle n t g ro und st a t io ns ill th eir ea rs, 
on 120 M ~ . S teve ' s t r uns ru ilte r ill th e 
sa i lp la ne co u ld be heard o nly a Iew 
m iles, no l fa r eno ug h fo r retrieve 
work. 

S tan Sm i til 's J2 ~ mega l:) cle ou tfi t 
was no t worki ng. o r hi s ea r receiver 
wus out . H i. VHF sai lpla ne r ecei ver 
wo r ked well d u r ing I he co ntest. 

l nstrunicntation : Befo r e Lake-off 
one da y, r q u ickly looked ove r the 
sa ilp lanes , a nd n o ted th e vur iomet er 
in s ta lla tio ns of the lea d ing con tes t­
ants . The ius tr uru en ls us ed we re. a l­
1I1 0st witho ut excep ti on . a pclle; l)IW 

I--vuri o me ter p lus the ve rv se ns i: ive 
Tur n In I'a{!. t': IS 
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