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Da y by Day, fligh t by flig ht , yo u are a t the 20th Na ­ Corpora ti on . 
tional in t his story. And what's more - th e re aso n for
 

a soa ring contest.
 

by I{O UEHT G. DI ST !:\' 

Dr. Paul Macflready Jr. ha s recap· se ns it ive soa rer, lett ing hi m pene tra te rne teor olog i·t a s we l l a s bein g a 
tured th e i\'a t io na l U. . S uarin g iL.. churn ing depths a t will, provide d sk illed an d ugg r"ssive soa r ing pilot. 
Championship. Em il Lehecka has the tha t his behavi or remains per ceptive t\ llas hbac k to one of the morn ing 
Class II Sa ilpl an e Champ io nsh ip. W. and in tell igent. pilot n H:clin g~ a nd I he weather brief­
O. (Bill I Hoverman has the Class C Thus a di stillati on of the mca ning ing will il lust rat e fu rt her. The U. 
crown.	 of thi s thing resolves in to th is: - the Wea ther Bureau appreci at es the gis t 

Betsy Wood ward is U. S. Na tiona l na tion al contes ts are simply an ac tive o f what we are sayi ng here. They ar­

\Voman .oaring Cham pion . A num­ report to the world, ci ting man 's range for the a ttendance of m 't .orc lo­

be r o f other skilled soaring pi lot s won s ta tus as to aerological int elli gen ce, gists at the co ntes t. a nd the met men 
award a t the 20th Na tional . oaring and a ir navi ga tion al progress. spend Iro m .-- :00 to 9 :00 eac h morn­

So Ma cCread y d id not win the co n ­ iug 0 11 a thorough a ua lys is an d prog·Contest. 
es t throu gh the ' lay man's concept of uost ica tion . wi th cha ruc ter isti cs o f Th e Contest used Harris H ill a t E l­
luck whi ch chanced to cu r rv him a nd the amb ien t air ma ss ill the regi on mira, New York for ba se of opera ­
hi s sh ip in to thc sky and il; the r ig ht cha r ted out for the inf ormati on a nd tions. Th e competition ope ned Tues­
di recti ons. He al 0 di d not win h guid anc - o f the contest ants. This da ta day, July 7, 19.'):-\ and ended Thurs­
mean s of so me mag ic ha ndl ing of t h~ is presented to the pilots in ge ne ral day, Jul y 16 . T h e t r u e c o n t e st. 
controls, or thro ugh stru iniug ha rder terms o f sourinc oppor tun it ies for thestr ipped o f nil subord ina te mat ters , 
ph ys icall y th a n h is c o m pet i to r . . It da y. T he point here is that the da ta took place in the long reac hes o f 
was reflect ive tho ugh t, inte lligence, is presented as raw ma ter ia l, whi ch cloud- studded sk v of I 'ew York. . Tew 
applicati on of aerological inf orma ­ the indi vid ual contesta nt mu st di gest England, and Ijenn s ylvan ia. h idd cn 
tion , tha t resulted in thc win ni ng ed ge and utilize in term s of his own pe­in the hazy di stances, hevond the vis ­
of di stances flown. and of a lt itudes culia r va r ia hies. He a lone can a nalyze ual h Jr izu;ls of Ha rr i ~ mu 
cl imbed in pr oducing those di stances. the sit uut ion to hi s own best profit . 

The basic meaning of the contest 
~	 ha t ab out h is machi ne ? Pe rhaps it T he wea ther 1I1an ca n not ad vise so me 

lies in the " why" of it. T o man y dif ­ was be tter. more efficien t than the rest :,0 to 40 soa r ing pi lots, flyin g perhap s 
Ier cnt people, the contest mean s man y of the Ileet, a nd the cred it should go 10 d ifferent ty pes of sh ip, as to a cer­
differ ent thin gs. You may be readi ng largely to thi s factor. It was a good ta in precise flight palt ern and be­
thi s sto ry out of idle curiosity in a s h ip , th e latest . ~. p r o d uc t i o n hnvior th a t will he commonlv a tt rac­
fri end's livin g ro om, ske utica l of th model. Bu t several s iste r shi ps flew ti ve a nd hen -fic ia l to a ll. ' 
practical valu e of the affair . Or a t the the co n test , too. P aul had next to no A t the meetin g we have in mind , 
other extreme, you m ay be rea ding it practice with th a t particular shin be­ Bern ard (B urn ey ) Wiggin, who is 
becau se you were int ensely inv olved for e the com pet ition began . He i • chief of the Buffalo SWB s ta tio n 
in the entire undertaking, so deeply however, and sig nifica n tly, a resea rch a nd. fu rt her. a Sl'HSOnl' <! ohserver of 
a ware of the contest's va lue, th a t an y 
skepticism would seem irration al. 

Th e whole truth of th e matter is, as 
a matt er of fact, more tha n writing 
can co nvey. The immedi a te point of 
the affair is s imply th is: - Soaring is 
complete co nquest of the sky , an d the 
U. S. Na tional contes ts conso lida te 
and mil est one thi s cree ping conques t. 
Man is on ear th partl y to lick his en­
viro nment before it licks him. Bef or e 
he can navi ga te an y aircraft am ong 
the storms, wh irlpools, r oaring rapi ds 
of the sky - and not be smashed hy 
them - he must ma ster its sec rets. A 
ca lm and submiss ive sky will all ow a 
100 ,000 horsepower r ~cket ship to 
pa ss smoothly and safely, well beyond 
the speed of so und. An angry sky can 
tr ap th e blind , unreason ing, head -on , 
charge of an y power ed a ir craft, and 
str ip its win gs. Yet th at sa me boiling 
a ir mass will acco mm odat e the sk illed 

M artin-Jensen Sailp la ne under the ty pe of be autifu l sky that prevailed during 
th e contest . 
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