
Spiraling
w ith E. J. 

Vlorc about our Columnist : - th 
l l isso requi red half a da y's cranking 
before she would fire u lick , E. J. 
lea rn ed to cra nk her with a ga oline 
sa tur a ted ra g stuffed in the in tak '. 

To he continued 

]) IU ~G 10.')3 WJ<: CELEBRATJo: the sou, ann iversa ry of man 's 
first powered flight in a heav ier-than-a ir machine. Two midd le­
westerners. the brothers Wilbur an d Orville " ' ri ght, conceived a nd 
huilt this ' aeroplane' I including its] 2 H P engi ne ) in their Dayton , 
Ohio, shop, In spiring the Wr ights in thi s work was another middle­
western er , Octa ve Cha nute of Ch icag o, lIl inois. He ha d bu ilt and 
flown glide rs, (of the hange type ) from the san d dunes a long lake 
Michi gan. I think we may safely say. therefore, tha t bot h power ed 
unrl motorlcss flight in Amer ica. had its birt h in the Mid dle-Wes t. 

Thi s grea t heartland of Amer ica contin ues to this good day to 
occupy a pr ominen t place in world av iation - - especia lly in the ficld 
of mot orless fligh t. S ince the days of Chanute ancI the Wrights, all 
o f wh om tccr e glider flyers first , groups of skill ful and agressive 
motorl ess flight enthusiasts have continued to be spaw ned in th is 
middle-western ar ea. 

Currentl y some of the lar ger and more ac tive soa r ing grou ps in 
the Middle-West are: The Chicagoland Glider Coun ·il of Chicago. 
Illinoi s, the ' Vultures' Cluh of Detro it, Michigan, Th e Da yton and 
Tolcdn soa ring aggr egations in Ohio, and the Iow a Soa ri ng Associa ­
tion at Ceda r Ibpids, Iowa. Also act ive. at th r e of the Middle­
West's great univ ersiti es ar e these colleg iate groups : Purdue ni­
vcrs itv Glider Club, the University of Ill inois Soar ing Club. and the 
Univcrsit v of Notre Dame Glid r Club. 

SOA IU~G of Fe bruary 1937. the second issue of thi journal to 
be published, carried a fea t u r~ story "Soaring thc Sand Dunes" 
by Art Schultz, in whi ch he vivi dly descr ihed a camp a t Sleep ing 
Bear Dun es nea r Frank fort, Michigan. Th is same sit e along lake 
Michigan 's shores saw Chanute's first flights before the turn of the 
century. This may well have been the site uf the first glider flight s 
in Ameri ca. If this is so, I th ink some tho ught should be given the 
matter of an appropriat e permanent marker on Sleepi ng Bear Dun " 

Lat er in 1937, SOARIN G for October ca r r ied an account by its 
ed itor, Lewin Barringer , telling of the Midwest Contest which 
was conducted a t thi s Sleeping Bear site. Part icipa ting were many 
soaring greats, some of whom arc still act ive soaring pilots. Men­
tion ed were: R. E. Franklin, Ed Knight, J ohn No wak , Art Schu ltz, 
Scott Royce, Larry Ely, Bob Sparling, Bill Pu tnam an d Bill . k in ner. 

In deference to their colorf ul background and endur ing enthusias m 
for the a rt, sport and science of motor less flight. this ba ltered olrl 
cowpoke doffs hi s sombre ro an d bows thrice in the d irection of 
Ameri ca's great Middle-West. E. .J . Reeves 

" Moswey" th nam e given by the 
designer H. Muller to his ser ies of 
high performance sa ilplanes means 
b uzza r d , in the Zur ich-Ober la nd 
country ide of witzerland. 
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Compa red to other clubs, the Buck­
ingham Glidi ng Club has quite at­
tractive flying rates. Thro ugh social 
activities held dur ing the winter 
months and proceeds fr om an air­
show in the summer, revenues of 
S1000.00 per year have bee n realized. 
The Ilying deficit is balan ced out of 
this sum an d the remainder put aside 
for equipment. TItus, rates arc low. 
Mem bership is $10.00 per year, and 
aero -tow is $1.00 to 1,000 feet and 
25¢ per ca r tow to about 200 feel. 

Of all the methods of tra ining that 
have been trie d out, the following ha s 
given th e best results an d has been 
ad opted as standard. Th e pupil is 
sta rted ofT with 10 dual flights in the 
2-22 and given full control after re­
lease, so long as he does not put the 
ship in to a dangerous attitude. He 
learn s quickly the effects of the con­
tro ls, thei r proper settings in stra ight 
night and in medi um and steep turns. 
Then he is gi ven 15 car tows in the 
[ -19 with a 300 foot rope, the in­
structor signa ling to him from the 
tow end. Having master ed his tak e-off 
and landi ng technique he is ret urned 
to the 2·22 for instruction in aero­
towing a nd prepa ring an approach. 
A cheek thcn reveals usuall y that the 
pupil is ready for h is solo flight ill 
the [-19 in calm weather. Th e Clul. 
had one instance where a pupil mad e 
II " C" flight on his solo flight aft er 
thi s training sequence. Apparently 
the a tmosp her ic conditions were not 
so smooth ! Members of the Club have 
ea rned 11 "C", 7 " B" and 3 " A" 
certi fica tes. Th e cluh also has three 
tow pilots. 

Seven members of the glid ing club, 
not con tented with gliding, took up 
power flying with the Bradley Air 

ervices. Three of them ar e now com­
pleting their Commercial. The Clid­
ing Club has also been filmed by th e 
1 at ional Fil m Board. Th e film call ed 
" Higher Lea rni ng" is part of a series 
entitled " Eye 'Vitness." This aspiring 
young club also cla ims to have the 
youngest glide r pilot in Canada at 
present, a boy of }it.. Winter Hying is 
to he ca r r ied out this winter on the 
frozcn river j ust outs ide the town . 
where power flying was quite an a t­
tra ction last winter. 

Regardless of the future of the 
Buckingh am Gliding Club , it will 
nevertheless stand as tangibl e eui­
dence that glid ing is a very desirable 
high school activ ity, tha t it can be 
come a cen ter of int eres t in flying an d 
open new horiz ons as well as new 
car rers for the youth. 
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