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A hanga r large enoug h to accom­

TURNS INTO SOME FANCY FLYING
 
by B n OTII EH Ho nxns o....s 

BACK H\' 1948 folk s a ruund lla wa . 
Ca nad a , were s ta r tled to sec a glid er 
pilot in flowing black rob es soa r ing 
around the cou ntry-s ide . They soon 
learned, however, th at it was Bro the r 
H ormisdas, Catholic Lay Bro ther, 
fro m Buckingh am , near Ottaw a. a nd 
gu id ing light in th e ne wly o rg a nized 
B CK II G HA M GUDI NG CL n, 

The Clu h, inco rpo ra ted s ince Dec. 
:)lst of last year, wa s initiated b y 
Brother H ormi sda's . An instruct o r i;l 
th e Ecole Super ieure Sa int -M iche l. 
Bu ckin gh am, Brother H ormisda ; 
turned a flight of fan cy into so me 
fan c y flying. It wa s hi s beli ef tha t a 
Glide r Club coul d be of much hene fit 
to th e local yo uths a nd it was h is pur­
pose in o rg a n izing th e Cluh to gi ve 
th e hoys an oppo r tu ni ty to lea rn to fly 
ine xpe ns ively; to b r ing them th e a d ­
va ntages of this wond erf ul new spo rt ; 
a nd . to hav e th em master m o re easily 
th e a bs trac t principl es of phy s ics 
un de rl yin g th e basi c the o ry o f flight. 

Brother Il o rm isd as soo n fou nd the 
Lruth of a h it of ad vice in th Soh ­
wcizc rs hooklet. " You Ca n F lv In ­
cx pcns ivcly in a Glide r Clu b." T he 
a utho rs wa rn ed th at , " the in it ia l ef­
fo rb in orga ni zing a G lid ing e:tub 
ca ll for th e lead ersh ip o f a n aggres ­
- ivc ind ivid ual .' 

Aggress ive ness Br other Ho rm isdas 
had. h ut not ma ny othe r q ua li fi­
ca t ions. He was th en 41) yea rs olel. 
kn ew not hin g p ractical aho~ t g lirl ing, 
nor did an vouc around kn ow an v 
more. F u r th·er, not a s ingl e ph ilan'­
l hropist would venture to spo nsor 
such a n ente rp r ise. Never theless , th e 
Buckingham Glidi ng Cluh beca me a 
rea l ity . 

Using hi ~ (] ggressi' ·CJl C5~ and o r­
ga ni za tiona l ah ility. Brother Horrn is­
das in terested th e hi gh sc hoo l bo ys in 
th e Clu h p ro jec t. Va r io us a nd sundr v 
social eutcr ta in mcn ts were dev i se~1 
a nd ca r r ied throu gh to a fiuan cial 
"ucc e~ s to cna h le th e Club to bu y a 

used 1· 19. W it h th is m ach in e a nd th· 
help o f the Gatinea u Glid ing Clu b, 
loc ated fin a lly a fte r a lo ng sea rch . 
Br other H orm isd as was on his wa v. 
He acq u ired hi s pilot gl ide r 's li ccn ~e 
along with an in struct or 's ratin g a ll 
in th e sa me year. 

Training was th en s ta r ted th e r ea r 
following in 11)49. The ClulJ nuw' ha d 
acq u ired a 2-22 a nd train ing was 
ca r r ied on betw een mi sh a ps . T he 1 - 1 ~) 

was o ve rtu rn ed twi ce a nd the 2.22 
ca me to rest in tree-tops. Fo r tu na tel y, 
no one was hurt in th e lea st , brin g ing 
hom e th e con vic t io n to Broth e r H e r­
m isd as th a t a Clu b operates far better 
with to o much pruden ce tha n with too 
much ambit ion. In th e la s t t \l'O veal' s. 
nearl y a th ousa nd fligh ts ha ve beel; 
ma de b y mem be rs of th e Club wi th ­
o ut m is hap. 

T od a y, th e Bu ck ing ha m Glid ing 
Club boast s a me rn hers hij o f 2 ,,) , It 
owns three g liders - the 1-] 9. the 
2-22 a nd a 1·20 to be flow n ' th is 
sp r ing. For to wing. it ha s a T ige r 
Moth and a one-to n tru ck. It has tw o 

mo d a te a ll o f the cra ft wa s b u ilt i n a 
field three m iles fr om Bu ck in gham. 

lt hou gh the fiel d has se rious sho r t­
comings, neverthe less , its X -r unwa ys 
- the longe r one extending 2,000 feet 
- w ill ullow un unl im ited amount o f 
gli ding , depen di ng o n th e wind rli­
re ct ion for thc ta ke -o ff. 

T ra in ing is ge uera llv ca rr ied on at 
th e P .nd le to n A ir F ield in Ontari o. 
the usc o f wh ich has be en g ra nted b y 
t he D pa r tm ent o f Na tio na l Def en se. 
Th is a i r fie lll is one a nd a half hours 
away by ro a d , b ut o nly fi fteen min­
utes by a ir. 

T he in it ia l purposes of th e Clu b' s 
o rga n iza tion a rc being g ra d ua lly Iul­
fille d . M ost of th e boy s, Brother Hor­
m i-d as fin ds, will go for g lid ing , but 
a large perce n tage ca n not aff ord th e 
e : pen s 's incurred . A sm a ll number 
ha n : pa ren ts wh o objec t to it because 
o f a n in born fea r of thi s a r t o f mot or­
less flying , a typ ica l remark being 
th at. " It is d a ugc ro us eno ug h in an 
a ir p lane! ,. T he fi r,,1 o bjectio n has 
been ove rc ome pa rtiall y, but the sec­
on d s t ill req uires m ore ti me, 
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Brother Hormisdas 
ge tting in to the 1·22 
left, Original membership 
and equipment 
When a hangar Vias needed, 
• all "pitched in," 
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