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For several rea sons it i- a IlI O~t 

pleasant expe rie nce fo r me to he her " 
at yo ur mect ing a nd tu tal k a litth-. 
and listen a lot on the subjec t of 
sour ing. 

Th ere is no doubt that I am umonu 
peopl e wh o lik e flyin g, uud peopl e wh o 
do Hy. Th er e are man y limes when m y 
work in aviation seems to hav e no 
very close connect ion with th e bu si ­
ness of going throu gh the air like a 
bird. Mu ch of aviation today co ns is ts 
of big pieces of ma chincrv, b ig gro ups 
of peopl e, and big oper ations of all 
kind s. 

My kn owled ge of soa r ing, I must 
admit, needs a lot of im pr ovem ent. 
Your pr esident as ton ished me with 
several facts in his lett er in viting me 
her e, a nd in so me materi al he sent to 
bring me up to date on you r activiti es. 
Today's records, 53 5 mil es fo r di s ­
tan ce, 4 2,100 feet for altitude and SO 
hours for duration do inrleed -surprisc 
most an ybod y when they fir st en­
counter them. Altho ugh I've flown 
quite a few airplanes - particul arly 
light planes - I'm one of th ose wh o 
wakes up quick if an engi ne sto ps , 
Maybe next summer I can learn more 
if I ca n take tim e out to wat ch th e 
annual meet at Harris Hill. 

It was less a surpr ise, how ever, to 
find that your program for advance­
ment of pe rsonal flyin g coinc ides so 
closely with what th e CAA is trying 
to do. I ca n, and do stro ng ly endorse 
your five-point pr ogram : 

Financial assistan ce through a 
Foundati on for worthy boys and gi rls 
who want aviat ion educatio n ; develop ­
ment of a glider or sailplane suitable 
for construction in high schoo l m an­
ual training shops ; usc of the sail­
plane in im prov ing jlyin f.!, techniques : 
recognition of the sailplane for pilot 
training : anti developm ent of a prac­
tical meth od of providing every A mer­
ican bov or gir! with the opportuni t.y 
10 study and master flight . 

Sho uld you have reasonable sue­
cess in that kind of a pr ogram. we 
would he far al ong the wa y towa rd the 
goal the CAA has in mind in its plan 
to revive interest in personal flyin g, 
That brings up inun cdi at cly th e pro­
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gra m whi ch we a re ab out to la y before 
representatives of the aviat ion in ­
du stry in our effor t to d o omething 
for personal flyin g, ca lled in a recent 
speec h by Gro ver Loening, " tha t 
weak er sister" of th e aviat ion fa mily. 
I do not ha ve to put in a plug for ac ­
cepta nce of an y such progra m \, ith 
you soa r ing pil ots, because I kn ow 
you see the need and agree th at an y 
frontal appr oach to so lut ion o f the 
pr obl em is to be com mended , You 
would rather hear about yo ur parl in 
such a plan , wh en and if we ca n ge t 
it under wa y. 

Bri efl y, our idea is thi s: We bel ieve 
that during thi s year when we are 
cele bra t ing the fifti eth anni ver sary of 
powered flight, with th e whol e in­
du stry capitalizing on the public at­
tention that ca n be aroused. the 
pleasures, advantages an d opportun i­
ties in per sonal flyin g oug ht to be 
praised. \Ve are couvince d throu gh 
ex per ience, and through man y stud ies 
that we ha ve mad e, that the only sub ­
sta nt ia l ba se for a trul y large avia t ion 
industrv mu st be the usc o f the air­
pla ne fo r per son al tran sportati on , an d 
not so lely the manufacture of fighting 
"l an es a nd transpo rt pla ne" important 
th ou gh they are a t cer ta in ti mes. 

Th er e ar e di sturbing figures whi ch 
ind ica te a sk idd ing do wnhill o f the 
act ivity of person al flying. Wc read 
the sa me sta tements whi ch th e ed i­
to r ia ls in you r maga zin e have 1>een 
st ress ing lat el y. suc h a" " Has Avia t ion 
Lost Am erican Youth ?" "Youth Mu st 
Fly." " Airrnindedn ess Mu st Ilc Con· 
«entra ted in Youth." 

Along s ide these item s, th e CA;\ is 
( 'O ll\ inced that we Amer ica ns have a 
positi ve flui r for :w in!! place". Amcr-
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ica ns se ize a nd develop and use a ny 
new form of tra nsportation that is 
an ywhere nca r within our reach. 
T herefo re , I am conv inced that many 
1I10re Amer ica ns will tak e up the air­
pla ne, if a few obstacles a re rem oved 
fro m th eir pa th. 

And so, with these th ou ght s Iore­
most J have proposed that th e whole 
aviation ind ust ry collabora te in lend­
ing a id to th is very im portant seg me nt 
o f avi a t ion , person al flying , 

T he form o f th a t aiel can be widel y 
va ri ed. lt see ms to me we have a 
chance here tll "sell" a n attract ive 
product to our nation , and we Ame r­
ica ns ce r ta inly know a ll the methods 
fo r su ch a job as th a t. A lrea dy we 
ha ve a t th e Ct\t\ a th ick file o f ideas 
ready Ior co ns ide ra t ion, when the 
proper t ime co mes. and I'm sure thi s 
a ud ience here co uld g ive me doz ens 
more, \Ve have the need fo r the j ob , 
we ha ve the know-how to do it , we 
have the enthusiasm necessary - all 
we need is the financing. Ideas arc not 
no ugh . 

Th e gov crume ut obviously ca nno t 
do till: who le job. It requires th e co ­
ope ra t io n of ever yone int erested in 
avia t io n a nd presents a grea t oppor ­
tunit y to the ind ustr v. For tha t rea son , 
we arc prop osing a yea r-long trial run 
of per son al II ying p romot ion , d i rec terl 
by indusl ry repr esent atives - wit h 
gro ups like yours, an d the CA/\, co ­
opc ra t ing to th e Iullcst extent of their 
a b il it ies, a utho r itv and fina nces. 

As for financi ng such a program, 
I am hoping that ou r big manufactur­
ing compa n ies - 0 111' airlines, our 
uviat io n accesso ries manufacturer" 
nnrl a ny a nd all co mpan ies directl y 
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