
like it. Go up some time and lind out 
fo r yo ursel f. The 

After the ta ll I jus t sat in th e ea sy 
ky and spen t my alt itude until Mr. 

S m ith wa s aga in ad vising me: " Come Noblest of the Sports in plen ty ta ll. Yo u better all ow for 

LIGHT PLANE PILOT LEA RNS 
ABOUT MOTORLESS FLIGHT 

by E O'\'!:-; D , ~I E lI lIY 

On last A ug us t 27th th e s un did not 
co me up bright and sha rp agniust the 
flat iron mountains west of Bould er, 
Colorado. I kn ow about thi s for I 
was there. This wa s th e duy thal I 
was to fly a glid er. 

For years I had mooned abo ut 
clim bing into a sa ilpla ne and ge ll ing 
m yself tow ed up so me two th ou sa nd 
feel. I 'd tu g on that bright red ball 
whi ch would relea se th e to w line and 
leave me so a r ing, quiet and g racefu l 
as th e eagles . Then indeed I would 
exper ie nce that high lon eliness I had 
oft en read a bo ut. 

On e g lide r man had sa id , " When I 
get up there, I ca n't help Fee ling th at 
I'm mi ghty close to God a nd a louu 
way fr om everybo d y e lse. You lik e: 
m ouutai n-cl im h iug? ' Vh y 11: 0 to th e 
tr ou ble o f working you r legs whe n 
yo u ca n let th e wind d o th e work 
for you ? " 

The \Vaeo low plane was coug h ing 
al on g to pi ck up ou r n ylo n lin e. ,\ Iy 
g lide r com pa n io n g r iun crl ba ck lind 
broke th e news, "No soa r ing tod uy. 
No updrafts anywhere. I' ll cu t he r 
loo se at 2 ,000 and you ca n spend 
your a lti tude any wa y you like. All 
se t ? " 

The g rass blades of th e runwa y be­
ca me a lilur . The s ing le wh eel tru n­
dl ed under us, Then we were up and 
smooth o n th e a ir. But th e red W aco 
rem a in ed ea rt h bo und. A t th e fir st 
upwind bank am i turn, I took a snap­
sho t, and th en I s ta r ted checking 
t h in gs : lake , r o ads . su o w- e n pped 
mo un ta ins to th e left. We co uld hear 
a nd feel th e tow plane laboring up­
ward a nd dragging us in lon g, eas y 
turns. Sud de nly it was ve ry qu ie t. I 
saw th e ro pe pull away, lashi ng th e 
a ir as it dimi nished . 

.•Just rem ember," Bolt er .'m ith was 
telling me, " yo u ca n ' t use too mu ch 
rudder when you fly a g lider . It ' s 
not lik e yo u r 'I-cra ft. Hold her 'to 
mph indicated. 

" Ho w about s ta lls '?" I wanted to 
know. ( I ca n never feel ri ght about 
an y sh ip un til I k now how he ac ts 
when s lowed to fligh t fai lu re peed.I 

About the Author: 
li e is now an Editor of " E VE HY \\ 'E E I\: ," 
aft er twenty-five yea rs of teaching school. 
This ar tid e was wr itt en after a Hight pro ­
vided by Holt er Smi th an d Dave Stace y 
as a fea ture a t th e CA P - Univcrsitv of 
Colorado Spo nsor ed W ork shop , at BOI;lder 
Co lora do , :\Ir. .\ lerr~' says, "The bes t Hying 
th at I have done has heen w hen I w as 
g iving free rid es to my hig h schoo l stu­
dents, passing a long th e thrill of bein g 
ulrh ouru e to th e very fine you ngs ters of 
o ur coun trv." " , ' O BLEST OF Til E 
SI'O HTS" fs publish ed by sp ec ia l per ­
mission of " E VE HY \VE E K," the weekl y 
hig h sch ool current eve nts newsp ap er , 
p uhlishud by Ame rica n Ed uca tion Puhli­
ea tions , 

plen ty of d rop. Expect downdrafts. 
We can a lways let her sett le. W e 
ca n' t ge t o u t and pu sh," 

Good coac h ing . Very good . I ca me 
over th e little lak e, up wind, a good 
IOO feet high, S mooth, straw-colored 
g ra ss under me. Then she se ll led ! S he 

Marilyn Knight. 
one of many 
9th graders who 
became flying 
enthusiasts with 
Mr. Merry in his 
Taylorcraff 

Dave Stacey inspects the wing of his Schweizer 1·21 while 
the author res ts his arm on a wing at the "Workshop." 

" Oka y ," sq ua wk ed th e head before 
me. " You bough t so m uch altitude, 
There 's 110 f ree so a r ing to da y. Spend 
what yo u' e got any wa y you like. 
J us t sa ve eno ug h to ge t us hack in to 
the field ." 

1 s ta lled her. Yo u k now - stick 
back all th e wa y ti ll i t ge ts so quiet 
you 'd swea r you were in you r g r ave, 
wit h a P le x ig las lid. D o w n w e 
d ro pped. Ve r tica l. L ike a s ta r ved fish 
hawk go ing in. A nd as we plum­
met ed , 1 s hoved th e s t ick forward in 
th e app ro ved ligh t pla ne s tyle. The 
wind b uilt u p to a sc rea m a nd so d id 
M r. Bolt er S m ith's voi ce : " 1 TO, 1I0 ! 

Don't shove th e s t ick a wa y, H old it 
ri ght back in yo u r lap. 0 0 a no ther 
o ne." 

A fter th at I did 111'0 s ta lls in a 
manner that kept Mr. Sm ith 's eyes 
s tru ight forward , so I g uess they carne 
off all ri g ht. A lwa ys I sh all rem emb er 
th ut unear th ly q u iet th a t cam a t the 
"break." T here is no o the r silence 

did not fall. Just off th e ea r th Lre­
s to re d life a nd let her Ilout - and 
float - and float. Fun! She touch ed 
o n th e ruuwn y like an elde rl y maiden 
aunt with a basket o f co u nt ry eggs. 
" Le I her ro ll, " sa id Sm ith's vo ice . 
wh ich I had forgolten about. " T he 
hangar is d ead a he a d . Le t her trun­
dl e. We'll pu sh her up onto th e nose 
sk id wh en we get close eno ug h ," 

Tha t is exa ct]y I he wa y m y fi rst 
g lide r ni ght ca me off. I don't kn oll' 
wh en I sha ll ge t to go up ngnin , but 
I a m go ing . Glid ing is th e noblest o f 
th e spo rts. Trv it \'OIHScif so me d a~' 
an d you wi ll k'now 'wha t I mean . ' 

f 

On e o f th e very few soaring g ro ups 
o f th e world to own its flyin g field, 
is the Philadelphia Glider Council, 
wh ich owns a " Glider por t" of a bout 
gO acres w ith a hangar and other 
impr ovem ent s, 
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