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The spectators eagerly sought the Program. 

By J1\1 S P U IIGE O:-i 

;.1.') PILOTS had reg istered and 20 
sa ilplanes had been entere d, and all 
were prepar ed to enjo y the wonderf ul 
r idge soa r ing over the fam ous Torrey 
Pin es cliffs, overlook ing the Paeifi c 
Ocean. Th e 7th Annual Pacifi c Coast 
Mid-winter Soa r ing Championships 
had gotte n under way at 9 :00 Au,I. 
Feb. 28 th with a well cond ucted 
pilots' meetin g ca lled to order hy 
Cha rl ie Rowen, Assoc iated Glider 
Club Presid ent. 

The first flight was mad e by Bill 
Ivans who shoo k down the winch tow 
anrl tri ed out the cl iffs for lift. In 
less time than it tak es to tell ab out it. 
Ivans sta r ted h is S·ho ur, 32-minute 
sojo urn over the cliff to tu rn in the 
best duration fo r the meet. Hapidlv 
all the glide rs were a irb orne , skim­
min g along the cliff with the winds 
gett ing better by the minute. The 
wind shifted fr om due south Lo SW 
and picked up to 20 MPH, helped 
along by a very mild cold fr ont that 
moved thru abo ut 1 :00 PM . Th e 
hornb dr op and spo t landing events 
were unpopular ac tivities with such 
excellent soa r ing going on. Only 
when it was necessa ry to change pilots 
did anyone shoo t the spot or drop 
a homb . Everyone was s itt ing up 
there at 500 or 800 feet. Abo uL 12 :30 
the Y-S winch lost its power and auto 
tow was put into play. Tows of 1.')0 
ft. set the glide rs into th e rid ge li ft 
and away they would go . Often there 
were 16 ships over the cl iffs at one 
tim e. 

Wh en the Saturday deadli ne of 
S :00 PM came a ro und, 11 shi ps were 
s till go ing strong, some ha ving ra cked 

up ove r .) ho urs of soaring . Ern ie 
Shattuck flying his TG2 was high 
poinL lead er, havin g flown 2.placc 
cross-co untry 17 miles. Carl Wal ters 
led the spot landers with the nose of 
his ship at 5Y2 inches from the mark. 
Sund ay, March Is t, came in like a 
lion with rain and wind ; hut when 
the p ilots' meet ing was ov r. the rain 
had stopped and the 25 to 35 MPl l 
westerl y breeze picked the ships ofT 
winch tow a ile bv UII' until all were 
a irborn e. A contest for altitude and 
d uration was really on until a sq uall 
cnme thru abou t 1 :00 PM . Most glid ­
en; were fa reed down. bu t some 
ca ught the fro nt and so'ured inlanrl. 
1van s and Swinson mad a 22· mile 
Ilights each to take the s ingle an d 
two-place d ista nce ma rks . Ted Nel· 
SOI l and Harry Per l were on luuu l for 
Sunday flying, hr inging the H M. 

The Torrey Pines Cliffs. 

MIN(,BLRD down from ' Frisco. Ted 
gave the cro wd a ver y pleasing ex ­
hihition of nux-po wered launchi ng 
and bea utiful soa r ing. The Humming­
bi rd ancl the new Pru 215 were the 
eye catchers of th e meet. A total of 
mo re th an 130 hou rs of soa r ing wa s 
logge d by contestants, 1110st of it ri ght 
over the cliffs in fro nL of spectators. 
f ox Movietone recorded the high­
light s so the nation ca n cnjov the 
sho w th ru movies. 

Rill Ivans of San Diego won the 
Mont gom er y Champ ions hips with a 
total of 166 point s. h ans won with 
hizhest Dura tion, Aerobatics and 
Distance points. Th e Douglas Soa r­
ing Club won the bomb drop w ith 
9 ft., 7 in. a ll the target. Vern Hut ­
ch inson won spo t lan ding with a 3·in . 

of Sa n Diego won the d ub pa rtrc ipa ­
tion tr ophy, beat ing out a strong field 
mark. Th e Associa ted Glider lubs 
from the Valley Soa r ing Club , Doug ­
las oaring Club , Boulder Soar ing 
Club , and the an Gabr iel Vallr 

oaring group. Th e first an Die 
ap pearance of the P r ue 215 built b):­
Ed Minghelli, captured top atten tion. 
It made a gr and debu t here, flying 
neck and neck with the \ ·23, and it 
is th e slickest home built glider ever 
to grace the cl iffs a t an Diego. 

ome 12,000 interested ..p tators 
were on hand for the show. in spite 
of bit ing cold winds and chilled ra ins. 
TIll' 7th Ann ual was on e uf the hest 
meets yet wit nessed in . an Diego. 
Neyer ha ve the winds been bette r or 
the pilots mor e coo pera tive; it was 
real soa ring and the pnrt icipants an d 
crowds loved it a ll. 
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