
Gliding and Soaring
 
Associations and Clubs
 
S ince IB95. th e rea r P ercv S. P il ­

che r, of G rea t Brita in , wa s "building 
!diders named , " T he Bat." " T h e Bee t­
le," ' T he C ul l." a nd ';T he Hawk," 
gro up act iv i ties ha ve heen th e d o m­
inaut fo rce in th e fo rging a hcud of 
th e sci ence -spo rt o r g l ide r Hyin g. The 
resul t ha s been th at a n env iron me n t 
ma y ha ve been c rea te d that a t times 
prevented a hette r nnd t:rstanding 
of what g lidt:r pi lot s were trying 
to a cco m p lish. On e fa ctor in thi s 
neg-ati ve s itua tio n has heen the a ge 
of g l ide r pilot s ; whieh m a~' be diffi­
cult to und e rstand liccu usc the av er­
a ire is in the liizh twenti es. Fo r that 
n~l l ter the \\' r illi; l Brothers were wel I 
np in th e age h ru cket s wh en they 
s tart ed ex pe r ime nting with g l ide rs . 
Douhtless s uch is th e ca se becau se 
of th e ca ru iug a h i l it ies of those 
more a rlvuuced in age. Nt;ve r lhel es". 
the latt er s tn te rncn t i ~ till: vc rv reason 
th at z licler Ilight has ad va'nced to 
th e high pl ane' no w o ccup ied! Onl y 
throu gh th e resou rces of a few. plus 
th e wil l iu gn ess to co ut rihut e some 
finances a nd a lot of pl easant wor k, 
has th e science-s po r t been kept viri le 

d ex pund in a hy man y gro ups 
rou ghout the con tinent. wit h no 

gove rtl me n t help! 

Th e earl ie r orga nized g ro u ps h ad 
to d ispl a y m uch in genuity in a smuch 
as mat eri al s were d ifficu lt to find. as 
we ll as hei ng costly. n earl y desi gu­
e r an d b uild er of u lidcrs. in Los 
Ange les, Ca li fo I'll ia , 'Lo uis Cla rk, is 
crcdit ed with huild iu g hi s fir st g lider. 
a ;;ha u!!" hip lun c, using o n ly new s­
paper pi ! lures a s a g u ide. T h is ea ger ­
ness to make th e bes t o f a s ituat io n 
ha s result ed in se vera l th o usa n d m en 
and wnmeu indul gi ng in th e sci en ce­
sp orl th at ha s benefited a viation. A 
ca se in point is that of Edlllnnd T. 
All en, p ioneer g lide r pilot and di,,­
tin !!uish ed a ero na n t i ca l emyin eer. 
\\'h~ \\ as the Ii rsl d nb rnemh e ~ f ro m 
th e S ta tes to pa r t iei pa te in soa ri ng 
co ntests a t th e \f a sse rknppe, Ge r ­
mam in th e yea r l l)22! 

G lide r c lul: p lans have heen drawn 
up ami rlist rihuted b y in surance corn ­
panics, o p portu ni sts, ma ga zine writ ­
e rs . th e go ve r n lnenl. srlide r man u­
Iu ct ure rs. ~a n d 11\ The ~So a r i n !!" So · 
c ie t v o f .4. me r ica .' l ne l uded h a Y e~heen 
sa m p le cha rte rs . hy- Iaws. mod us 
o perand i, d e. A n ex ce l lent p re sc n tu ­
ti on of th e g ro u p plan is dcscr ih erl in 
a b roch ure titled. " Bi rds of a F eath · 
or" d isl rih nt ee! h\ Sch we izer A i rc ra f't 
Co rp o rati on of F:lmira. N ew Yo rk . 

E . F. ~ I c ()o na l d. Zenith Ha dio . 
Ch icago, Illino is, wr ote, in Coll ie r 's 
,\ '/a gazine, a n a r tide ca pt ioned " A. 
me ricu ! leeds Soa r ing a nd G lid ing 
Clnhs." Ht'p rint ed Irom Co llie r' s 
with pe r m issio n o f th e a utho r, a nd 
th e publi sh e r, " A ir Yo uth of Arn e ri ­
ca " di strihuted co pies of this a rt ic le 
in pa m phl et fo rm. This sto rv is of 
conce rn to all ci tizens ! "Souring"­
th e I ou rn ul of T he Soa r iug Soc ie tv of 
A me r ica . carries in ea ch iss ue co rn ­
m eri t on eye r y phase of g l ider act iv ­
it y: an excha ng e of th eor y a n d p ra c­
li ce th at p asses a lo ng to a p prox ­
irnutc l v two th ou sand in di vidual s. iu­
va l na !;le info r m a tio n ga the re d to­
get her from a ll parts of th e wo r ld! 

In a dd itio n to the nati onal pe r iod i ­
ca l. " So urin l!" which tr eat s o f wo rl d­
wi d e g l i d i ng~ a nd so a r in g IW\\ S , SO Il H: 

\'e ry imp re ss ive new s publicat ion " 
are iss ued h v ma n v of th e local 
asso ci u tions ,;nd cl u'hs: e.u.. " ' ews . 
lett e r of The Ch icagola l;-;l G lid in g 
Co un ci l." W ooddal e. Illi noi ,,; " T her ­
mul " of T ilt: So uthe rn Californi a 
Soa ring Asso ciu tiun . Los A ng eles. 
Ca lil'ornia ; " Hot Ai r" of th e No r th· 
em Ca liForuia So a r in g Associ a tio n. 
.\ Io nnta in V iew . Ca lif;; rn ia : .. ' ews ­
lett er" o f T h e Iowa Soa r ing ss oc tu ­
ti ou , Ced ar Ha pid s, I o wa ; " T o wl in e" 
[ rom th e Sea tt le G lid ing Co unc il. 
Seatt le, \Va shingt on (Sta t;· ): "N !' \\'~ 
H elea ~ e" o f The Phil ad elph ia G li d ­
iu g Co u nc i l : "\Vings a nd Winds" o f 
Asso ( ia te d G lid ing Clu bs of So nth ­
e rn Ca l iforn ia . San Dieg o. Ca lifo rn ­
ia : " Co nvec to r"" of I\ I id -Atla ntic: 
Soa r ing Associa tio n. Wa"h ing to n. 
n. c.: " N"ewsle tl e r" of t ~ le Vu lt ure s 
Cl u"- Dearborn . \Iichi gan : " Ha r ris 

Hill l ews." E lm ira. l\e \\' York: a nd 
" S pira ls" of the T exas Soaring ' 5S0 ­

c ia t iou, to ment iou j us t a few . 

"U p Ca na d a Wa~ . . . A Vlight o f 
Fancv T u r ns into So me Fa ucv Vlv­
iu g" 'hy Bro ther Ho rruisd us, IH"lhli sil ­
ed in " S oa rin g ," .\ la rch-A pri L 195:t 
iss ue, tell s a typi cal sto r y o f ho w a 
g lide r c l uh ce rnes int o heing. Broth ­
e r H o rrn isdus. Catho li c La y T ea chin g 
Brother from Bllckill g!Wll; , nca r Ot: 
tu wa, tells ho w th e Bu cki ngh am C li d­
in g Cl ul: was formed: " a g l ide r pil ot 
in h luc k flowing rob es so ar ing ... 
h is he l ief th at a g l id ing c luh would 
he o f much ben efit to th e lucul vo uths 
. . . wa s th en '19 vea rs o ld .... not a 
s ingle philanthro'pist wo u ld venture 
to s po nso r . . . hu v a used 1-11) 
(Sch we ize r ) . . . d uh no w had a c­
quired a 2-22 (Schweizcr: . . . initial 
p u rposes o f th e d uh 's o rga n iza tio n 
a re being g rad ua ll y fulfill ed . . . r e ­
ga rd less of th e Future o f th e Bu ck­
ingh am Gliding Cl ub , it will ne ver­
th el ess s ta nd as ta ng ib k evidence 
that g l id ing is a n~r r -d es i ra b lt: h igh 
scho o l uc tivit v !" 
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